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Tai  Post 大報大報大報大報

President’s Message
Masayuki Tsubaki

We have just had Spring Dinner with members from AREA 6 
and the Rotary Centenary Challenge Cup in Happy Valley 
Racecourse, and realised we have stepped into the season of 
Spring: and that implies my President Year has already passed 9 
months...

In these few months, there are a series of services projects. For 
instance, we just had the “潮看 TEEN 空” project kick-off 
ceremony on 4 March. Also, there was the closing ceremony 
for the “Star Reaching Project 2011” on 25 Feb which PP Jacky 
Sung was in charge. Meanwhile, we have the closing ceremony 
for the “Sunshine Teens” on 2 March. This year there are more 
than double the number of participants joining the “Sunshine 
Teens” project than last year. This is very encouraging!! And in 
the coming 3 months, there will be more Service Projects 
ceremonies; some just started while some are closing. Most 
importantly is our 20th Anniversary Signature Project – Band 
Room.  We are in the process of planning the opening 
ceremony to be held in May. Thanks so much for the effort of 
our Service Committee: IPP Frankie, Samantha and PP Pearl 
and all the Service Committee members! Everybody has 
poured tremendous effort and were active on each of the 
service projects. And we have to thank the support from the 
participants too. 

Last Christmas we had a new member, Mr. David Chan, joining 
our Rotary family as our Christmas gift. Now we have another 
piece of good news. We are having Mr. William Yim which is 
proposed by PP Wilson, joining us.  He is active and I am sure 
he will give great support to our Club. Thank you to our 
Membership Committee Chair PP Dennis and the committee 
members for achieving the goal of having 3 new members!

Another achievement is from our Foundation Committee on 
the Annual Program Fund (APF). The goal of US$20,200 is 
reached! Moreover, our “Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge 
Goal for Polio Eradication” with US$2,000 will be done soon 
(just pending documentations). It is vital to have sufficient 
foundation sum for the operation on our Rotary services. 
Thanks for our Foundation Committee members and PP Louis!

Our PR Committee has done impressive work under our “Iron 
Lady” PP Claire and PP Peter. They have been doing great on

the editorial work with nice pictures, which form our wonderful 
Tai Post. They have enhanced our Club status with a nice 
presentation. At the same time, we have a new website by VP 
Francis. 

For the New Generations, we have encouraged participation from 
Rotarians, Interactors and Rotaractors by holding Joint Meetings, 
Induction and events like visit to the elderly home, carol singing, 
HK Blind bowling tournament... ... This is one successful year in 
fellowship among the 3 generations.  Thanks very much PP Peter 
for the communication and arrangements. 

Our Administration Committee has always provided us with a 
smooth operation on the activities. For example, they have 
excellent co-ordination on the speakers and programs 
arrangement. They make planning on each program, menu choice, 
wine selection, and raffle gift 3 to 4 weeks in advance of the actual 
program. So everyone of us enjoys the event or dinner. Thanks 
Natalie and the Administration Committee.

For our International Services, there is the RI Convention in May. 
Although our International Service Chair PP Man is unable to join, 
he, together with PP Pearl, has arranged the flight schedule and
hotel reservation (with nice recommendations in Peninsula Hotel)
for us. 

I know every member is very busy these days and may not be able 
to come for the meetings, but I really appreciate that they have
squeezed out the time for every event. Thanks! In the coming 
Theme Night in March and April, let’s work hard on it and strike 
for the Team Award.

We are having the 9th JPM on 13 Mar.  We were all anxious at the 
first few meetings, but now we are all relaxed and enjoy the time 
for fellowship.  And for 19 Mar, we have our Theme Night – Team 
3.  I have invited the other Club Presidents to come.  We will have 
our Tai Post March Issue on that day too.  We can toast for our Tai 
Post!

Lastly, it is time to thank all members for the support and 
participation in our events! I look forward to their continuous 
support and also new participants. 
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Rotary Information  
Peter Lam

11th March (3-11) which passed by recently marked the 1st year anniversary of the Japan Northeastern big 
Earthquake & Tsunami disaster which still touches the hearts of many of us and here is a recent article from 
The Rotarian magazine about a small service activity that a Rotary Peace Fellow has done to show Rotary 
cares.  I wish our club can continue to do more disaster relief project in Japan to show “our club cares.”
The View From Japan
The Rotarian -- March 2012   (Photos by Allison Kwesell)  
If you had minutes to flee a disaster and could take only one item, 
what would you choose? Most people name a possession that 
is often impossible to replace: their photos. In Ishinomaki, Japan, 
which was obliterated by an earthquake and 20-foot tsunami 
last March, survivors escaped with their lives and nothing else.
Photojournalist Allison Kwesell traveled by bus in November to 
Ishinomaki from Tokyo, where she is a Rotary Peace Fellow, armed 
with two cameras, photo albums, and donated Fuji instant film. 
She joined two photographers who had formed Photohoku, 
named for the Tohoku region, where the disaster struck. The
nonprofit mission aims to help survivors build new albums – and new memories. 

“As a journalist, I often feel that I am taking stories from the victims 
of disasters, war, and poverty,” Kwesell says. “I believe such stories 
have the power to effect change, but my photos and words might 
never directly help the people who let me into their lives.”
This trip was different. The team asked survivors if they’d like to pose 
for photos, then gave them the instant prints. The photographers 
started albums for them and listened to their experiences. 
Kwesell recalls photographing a woman with her grandchildren in 
front of their temporary home: “She told me she was happy I chose to 

photograph her there, because it gave her the courage to move forward. She said she believes that one day, 
she and her family will look back on the photo and remember what they overcame.”

A relief worker shows off a family album donated 
through the Photohoku project, which helps survivors 
rebuild their lives.

Three children who survived the disaster, as 
photographed by Rotary Peace Fellow Allison Kwesell.



The highest 
grossing 
writer J. K. 
Rowling worked
on her first Harry 
Potter book in 
The Elephant 

House, a coffeehouse in 
Edinburgh. Indeed, very often, 
you will see writers spending 
hours in coffee houses, pounding 
furiously at their keyboards and 
sipping their coffee at extended 
intervals.  I believe a lot of 
column writers finish their 
pieces in coffee houses either 
because they somehow get 
inspired by the noisy symphony 
of espresso machines, frothing 
milk, ice-blenders and general 
chatter; or the very opposite -
the undisturbed, tranquil world 
they indulge themselves in 
within a quiet corner in the 
coffee house.  That’s also 
roughly how this Editorial 
comes about.  

As I rose from the
soft red velvet seat
and reached for my
grande cup of 

caramel latte to finish it off, I 
silently thanked whoever had 
materialized the benefits of the 
Rotary membership card to 
enable me to finish this piece 
over an aromatic cup of (free 
upgraded) coffee!
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Claire Mak
Editor Says … …

In the past, if we need a break or a 
quick re-charge, we used to go to 
cha charn teng for 
‘panty hose’ milk
tea or yin yang and
maybe have an egg
tart to go with it.

These days, coffee has stolen the 
show.  Indeed, coffee drinking has 
become a way of life for city 
dwellers. 

Some even say they cannot start the 
day without a cup of good strong 
coffee.  I have once had a barrister 
who failed in his court application, 
laying the blame on being deprived 
of a cup of morning coffee due to 
traffic jam! 

Coffee has been available for many 
years but I think it is only in the 
recent decade that coffee houses 
started to become ubiquitous. 

Taking coffee breaks is like a 
reminder that we need to stop for a 
moment to 
remember who 
we are, on top 
of giving us a 
chance to recharge and slow down. 
The cozy atmosphere makes way 
for a good chat with friends or a 
convenient place for a short 
meeting to get things done.  To let 
you into a little secret, a lot of my 
Disney District Conference 
preparations and decisions were 
arrived at over cups of coffees at 
Starbxxxx or Pacixxx Coffee. 

I am pleased to learn that 
Starbxxxx has, in collaboration 
with a lifestyle brand, recently 
opened a concept store in Sai Yee 
Street, pretty near to
my workplace. 
The store no doubt 
offers a chill-out 
spot for those of us
working in the 
busy Mongkok area when we need 
a re-charge.  It even sports a mini 
cinema for showing local movies: 
thus really mixing coffee with 
lifestyle. 

Capitalizing on the trendy coffee 
fashion, some of the students in 
our service project 
have been given trainings on 
creative coffee-making. This
is no doubt a viable 
career choice.  Of 
course, they still  
have a long road 
ahead, but if any of them does 
become a barista one day, I shall 
very much like to have the honour
of patronage. 

In our fast pacing world, the 
internet connections or free Wi-Fi
available at coffeehouses has also 
made them an integral part of 
everyday business activities.  
People are busy with their laptops 
or mobile phones either working 
or catching up with their social 

networking as they 
enjoy a stimulating 
drink and perhaps a 
nice snack as well.

“潮看 Teen 空”



Some were chipping ice to keep the Polio Vaccine Vial 
cool; some were packing the vaccines away into the 
little grey coolers. Inside a simple, dimmed office, 

there were files neatly 
stacked on a sofa with 
reference numbers, 
addresses and details in 
them, waiting to be 
distributed to different 
NID booths. Needless to 

say, I was blown away by the clever and efficient 
system.
As Ashok, the Secretary of Delhi Midtown club, quickly 
fill us in with the situation at the centre, we were wary 
about disturbing the workers. However, as we make 
our way around the building, we were greeted with 
many smiling faces and expressions of hospitality. My 
heart was immediately warmed and filled with 
excitement.
As a first time NID participant, I was very lucky to have 
the chance to observe the distribution process of the 
vaccine. We sat in a small van and stopped at various 
locations (such as temples, schools and clinics) to drop 
off the grey cooler boxes along with their 
corresponding files. Despite of the language barrier, I 
was determined to help out by passing the boxes in 
and out of the van to the driver. With a lot of pointing 
and gesturing, I felt that my initiative and effort were 
appreciated.
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My first NID experience (Part I)
Amy Wong

“Why are you going to New Delhi again? Why don’t 
you go somewhere nice instead?” My friend Sophie 
asked me casually over our weekly lunch date.
“Because,” I replied candidly, “I feel like when I get 
back from Delhi, all my troubles in Hong Kong 
would just…melt away.”
Being in such a transient and unpredictable stage 
in my life, I felt the need to push my limits and get 
into perspective.  As a ‘Rotary baby’, my whole life, 
I have been taught the obligation to help and to 
give. But what I didn’t know was the satisfaction 
and the privilege that come with those two things.
Visiting Delhi has always been on my “bucket list”. 
So when I was offered the opportunity to go there 
for Rotary National Immunization Day (NID), I had 
to go for it! 
My trip in Delhi was a short one. I arrived late night 
Saturday and was scheduled to catch the Tuesday 
(1 am) red eye back to Hong Kong. However, I was 
determined to make my trip an action packed one.  
On the night that we arrived, PDG Ada and I slept 
for no more than 3 hours before waking up at 6am
to visit the Directorate of Family Welfare. As we 
step into the worn down, concrete clinic, I was 
surprised to find that 
the ladies have already 
started working.



Some children were extremely obedient and seem to 
know what they were doing; they’d open their mouths 
very wide and let us drip the vaccines. On the other 
hand, some younger children were less thrilled to see. 
One baby even spat the vaccine in my face as he 
screamed in horror: Almost like he was thinking 
“Gross! What you are putting in my mouth?” Of 
course, with excellent tea effort, we eventually got the 
two  drops of vaccine into his mouth.
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Every drop of vaccine represents our hope and 
blessing to these children. This experience was truly 
life changing to say the least. It unleashed this 
passion and hunger inside me to give and help. I 
thought to myself “I wish I could do more…I wish I 
could do more…”
We went back to the hotel that night feeling 
impossibly encouraged and pleased. However, 
nothing could have prepared me for the door-to-
door service the next day.
[To be continued.]

Editor’s Note: The World Health Organization has 
officially removed India from the list of polio-
endemic countries.  The announcement was made 
at the Polio Summit 2012 in New Delhi on 25 
February 2012.

At around 9am, we arrived at the (Rotary club of) Delhi 
Midtown Health clinic. Our “mission” was to learn 
about the process and help apply vaccine drops to 
children who come in. As the adorable, little faces   
show up at the centre, DG David’s two girls and I were 
thrilled to entertain them and give them their vaccine 
drops.

As we visited more booths that day, we continue to 
meet more amazing children of India. Initially we 
thought the 6 - 7 year olds were carrying their 
siblings to get vaccinated. When a little girl (who 
couldn’t be more than 6) came back the second time 
with a different toddler in her arms, we asked her if 
that baby was also her sibling. Turns out they were 
just neighbors! Due to the Delhi club’s tremendous 
effort in raising awareness on Polio, there appears to 
be a ‘referral system’ where young children would 
volunteer to bring their siblings, friends or neighbors 
to the health clinic for the vaccination. To think that 
these young children, 
who have so little, are 
capable of such 
compassion and take it 
upon themselves to 
better their community, 
validates the virtue and 
passion of Rotary.

About an hour later, I began to feel the fulfillment and 
hopefulness of a Rotarian. Each child we helped that 
day would be safe from Polio; hence have better 
chances for a happy, healthy life.
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Shanghai Communiqué
David Loie, February 29, 2012

1. A high-level spring summit of the "gang of 
four" was held on February 26, just a week 
ahead of the People's Congress to be held in 
early March. The "gang of four" included 
Brenda Chan, Charles Chan, David Loie and 
Eric Mok and the meeting code is BCDE. 

2. Apart from the tedious discussion on selection 
of the next chief executive of HK.... zzz, three 
major topics rose out from the deep. The 
Code "3F" agenda are family, friends and 
friendship. And the "zoomed in" area is Taipo
area and left no stone unturned.

3. Status of the "gang of four" or say, ex-Taipo
Rotarians are as follows: Brenda will be 
moving back to HK in March; Charles 
commuting between Beijing and HK; David 
flying between Shanghai and HK; and Eric 
staying in Shanghai.

4. An agreement came out from the spring summit 
- planning of another "long march" to the very 
north Changchun city where Wilfred is working 
is anticipated.

5. Side line of the summit: the Sichuan restaurant 
where we held our summit is very good and the 
food is delicious … …yummy!

6. That's all folks......see you next time.

Gang Of Four: Brenda, Eric, David and Charles at the Summit.  Guess 
who was on the other side of David’s phone? ………………….Wilfred!

Our Service Partner Salvation Army (Tai Po Youth 
Integrated Services) celebrated its 30th Anniversary on 3rd 
March 2012, Saturday at Shatin City Hall.  Highlights 
include Dragon Boat dance, Sharing by Social Caring 
guests, Celebration Ceremony and an elderly-youth variety 
show.  On that occasion, President Tsubaki, DGE 
Kenneth and VP Francis met not only members of 
Salvation Army but also teachers of Tai Po HYK 
Secondary School and also two of the Shining Face girls: 
紀紀 and 高仔.

Salvation Army 30th Anniversary on 3.3.2012

Editor’s Note: Brenda Chan, PP Eric Mok and PP David Loie are former RCTP members; Charles Chan is an honourary
member. 
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Date: 20th February, 2012 (MONDAY)
Venue: 3/F., Royal Plaza Hotel
Highlights: Clubs’ reports

New member Induction of RC Hong Kong Sunrise
District Conference Promotion
“Dragon” Lantern Quiz 
February Birthday Celebration 
Rotaract District Service Project Promotion
Bingo Game
Collective Photos taking

AREA 6 SPRING DINNER
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Centenary Challenge Cup
Wilson Lam
The Rotary Centenary Race this year held on Feb 22nd, 2012 is much 
earlier than in the past.  It became the prelude to Rotary’s 107th

Birthday (Feb 23rd, 2012).   
The Centenary Challenge Cup this year is a 1,000M class 3 race and was 
won by horse #2 Super Plus, a 7 years old horse from NZ.  Super Plus
happens to be within the brotherhood of our retired Winning 
Fellowship. Their Sire is O’Reilly.  PP Stanley Mok of Rotary Club of HK 
Sunrise was the lucky winner of the winning horse guessinggame and 
took away the $1,000 cash prize.
As usual, Tai Po Rotarians and spouses show full support with a 
subscription of 2 tables.  It was a night full of joy and fun, especially to 
those lucky ones.  Francis, Frankie and David are the big winners.  I was 
lucky enough to make up my meal charges as well.  The 
Centenary Race becomes one of the annual events that 
most of us look forward to.  It is not because we are keen
horse lovers or gamblers.  It is the fellowship and joy 
that we don’t want to miss.  It is also a pleasant get 
away after a hard day’s work.  Those who have missed 
this year’s better sign up early next year.  I am looking 
forward to seeing you in 2013 Centenary Challenge Cup.
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At your  Service

Theme:   WEB X.0
Participants: 37 youths
Duration:       16th October, 2011 to 25th February, 2012
After a series of activities like camping, trainings, visits and
services in the last four months, the 2011 Star Reaching 
Project finally came to an end.  A closing ceremony 
was held on 25th February, 2012 (Saturday) in Tai Po.  
Our PE Ron and PP Jacky, together with a few local 
officials, were the host guests.  DGE Kenneth, PP Man and 
Rotarianne Jackie, VP Francis, PP Peter and Rotarianne
Alice came to support the event.
The ceremony started off with a couple of interactive 
games for all guests and participants.  A video on the 
highlights of the project was then shown and some 
participants shared with us their learning experience gained in the Project.  
After the award and certificate presentation, PE Ron gave an inspiring speech 
to the participants and wrapped up this meaningful project for the year.

STAR REACHING PROJECT 2011 CLOSING CEREMONY
Jacky Sung
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Dear Rotary members, 
Thanks so much for your support to our 潮看 Teen 
空 program in the past 2 months which has been a 
very fruitful service period.  
Let's celebrate the key milestones together: 
1)  Completed 2 inspirational visit at Hair Corner 

and Airport Regal Hotel 
2) Kicked off the new school project at 李興貴中

學 by indulging in the coffee and pastries aroma 
3) Completed 2 camps at Lantau Island.  We 

gained a lot in the sharing sessions and were 
touched by seeing every student improved so 
much in social skills, self-confidence and team 
leadership after the camp.  

More to come in Apr/May: 
We will arrange 2 more visits for 李興貴中學

students and now actively looking for contacts 
from coffee chains. 
Samantha 
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“潮看潮看潮看潮看 Teen 空空空空” Project Report
Samantha Fan

Hair Salon Visit
on 14.02.2012

Hotel Visit
on 16.02.2012

TPHYK Secondary School 
Camp Debriefing Visit

on 25.02.2012

At your Service
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Lee Heng Kwai Camp Debriefing Visit
on 11.03.2012

Lee Heng Kwai Kick-off Ceremony
on 04.03.2012



The weather had been gloomy for almost a week but we were very lucky to have lots of 
sun today for the Sunshine Teens closing ceremony.
Our 4 Soccer Stars (足球健將) Honorary Member Matthew, PP Peter, Rtn. Timmy & Rtn. 
Patrick YUNG, took part in a football game with the Form one students before the 
ceremony. They had really demonstrated their support for the students. On the sideline 
to support were President Tsubaki, PP Charles, PP Jacky, PP Man & Jackie, Rtn. Vikky
and me, acting as cheer-leaders. We all had a fantastic day even though the game only 
lasted for an hour! I believe the students particularly had an enjoyable time.
This year, the project provided a 2-day camp, kung fu, dancing & make up lessons for all 
the form one students of the NT Heung Yee Kuk Tai Po District Secondary School. 
Students made their special “thank you” to us on stage as part of the ceremony.  They 
said that events such as the camp and kung fu lessons really made them more self-
confident.  It would have been even better if the Dancing & Kung Fu performances were 
also included.
I'd like to thank IPP Frankie's help and guidance in making this event a success. May the 
Service Director of 2012-13 have a successful year of "Peace Through Service". 
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Sunshine Teens Closing Ceremony on 2 March 2012
Pearl Dang 

At your Service
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Youth Corner  Youth Corner  
Rotaract District Service Project

“Love Life, Give Me 5! ” 扶輪生命扶輪生命扶輪生命扶輪生命—愛愛愛愛‧‧‧‧敢敢敢敢‧‧‧‧擊擊擊擊
Chairman DDRR Mac CHAN

The final stage of the District Service 
project was a day long fundraising 
event. The day began with a kick off 
ceremony at one of Hong Kong’s most 
crowded locations, Times Square in 
Causeway Bay.  Eighteen collection points 
were set up with over 280 volunteers 
distributed throughout Hong Kong helping 
to raise public awareness of suicide issues. 
The general public was invited to take “high 
five” photos which were then uploaded onto 
our   project’s   internet   page   to    indicate

support for our project. HK$5 Hong Kong dollars 
were sponsored for each photo.

It was undoubtedly a very memorable 
experience for all of us who took part in this year’s 
District Service Project, and once again thank you 
for all your generous support.
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Youth Corner  Youth Corner  

District Conference and World Rotaract Week are two 
major activities in the District Rotaract community. The 
former allows clubs to share their experiences with their 
counterparts while the latter is an annual celebration of the 
birthday of Rotaract in the week of 13th March, the founding 
date of Rotaract. 

This year saw an unprecedented joint event with Sports 
Day in Macau; charter of Rotaract Club of Selbe in Mongolia; 
and Booth Exhibition + Celebration Dinner in Hong Kong on the 
same day to commemorate such an important day for Rotaract! 

District Conference cum World Rotaract Week 2011-12



Pres. Tsubaki thanked our Love WalkerOur club’s New Generation team with Rotaractor
Walter

Walter Hung (or 孔子 as he is affectionately 
called) shared with us his experience on the 

Taiwan trail-walk fundraiser for Polio
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PP Peter won skin care lotion given out by Caren. 

27 Feb
Regular Meeting

Acting President Francis thanked 
our speaker Mr. Alfred Lam 林國昌

who enriched our knowledge about 
Heung Yee Kuk

5 Mar 

Ada happily claimed her raffle prize 
of an aromatherapy set donated by 
Ron but presented by Jacky on his 

behalf

Amy Wong shared her exciting NID experience 
with us

Vikky was all smiles as she claimed her lucky 
draw gift of Olay skincare product given out 
by Samantha

DGE Kenneth proudly introduced the 
delectable speaker of the day: his darling 
daughter Amy

Uncle Ron thanked Amy for the talk she 
gave and Pres.Tsubaki presented the usual 
memento

12 Mar 



February Winners  
(100% attendance):

Francis Au, Caren Chan, Ronald Chung, Pearl Dang, Anthony Hung, Peter Lam, Wilson Lam, Dennis Lo, Claire Mak, Man Mo Leung, Jacky Sung, Vikky Tam, Masayuki Tsubaki, Kenneth Wong, Ada Wu, Frankie Wu

% of attendance of 
regular meetings 

(inclusive of make ups) 
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Chief Editor : 
Claire Mak
The Editorial Board : 
Peter Lam & Ronald Chung & Francis Au
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Got something to 
say?

Tai Post wants to hear 
from you.  Write in to 
claire.mak@rctaipo.org

Tai Post reserves the 
right to edit articles for 
length and clarity.

Upcoming Events

Day Time Topic Venue

Fincher Room, KCC Speaker:        Mr.  Andy 
Chou, Feng Shui Master

Topic: “玄學對2012年投資
市場之預測及流年飛星之催
吉避凶”

7:00 p.m.23 Apr 2012
(Mon)

Fincher Room, KCC AG Frederick & DAG 
Wendy’s Visit

7:00 p.m. 16 Apr 2012
(Mon)

Fincher Room, KCC Speaker: Vikky Tam

Topic: “IRON LADY”

7:00 p.m. 2 Apr 2012 
(Mon)

Fincher Room at KCC Club Assembly  7:00 pm  26 Mar 2012
(Mon)

in Feb      
Sasha Chu, 
Patrick Yung,
Patrick Fong, 

Manabu Kiyama, 
Timmy Kwong

4th Feb.  71.5%
13th Feb.   74.23%
20th Feb.    68%
27th Feb.    65%

“March”

Caren Chan 11th
Masayuki Tsubaki 19th
Leung Wo Ping     27th


