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President’s Message

*** New Generations ***

Francis Au

Dear fellow RCTP members,
We had a month with the least NORMAL regular meetings,
but packed with party after party.

*** AGM ***
Congratulations PE Natalie, VP Vikky, and the newly
elected team of 1415. Thank you all for your support and
dedication! I’m sure RCTP will grow stronger and stronger
with all of your leadership. Most importantly we have
elected our 1415 VP in our AGM. VP-elect William. Please
join me to congratulate all of them and support our future
leaders along the way. Congratulations again to PE
Natalie, VP Vikky and VP-elect William!!!!

*** Parties ***
Thank you for all the support and understanding from you
and your family. We had an unusual pouring rain in the
night of 1214 that made us remember our X’mas party
2013 hard. I believe in destiny. Something wants me to
remember and stay strong. Thank you for your trust and
standing behind me. My bow and respect to all of you.
1231 is our Countdown party. It is always wonderful to
party with all of you. Thank you for the good memories!!!

*** Services ***
We party we serve!!
On 16 December, we moved one of our regular meetings
to visit our Sunshine Teens students. Thanks for the help
of Dr. Patrick Yung and his team, our students learned a
lot on how to exercise right and to stay healthy. I and lots
of members visited them during BBQ dinner. Even though
we didn’t spend too much time with the students, it is
always a good spiritual support to all of them: to let them
know that we care; to let them meet the real us - the
Rotarians; instead of just the logo on the banner itself.
Thank you for all the members who were there that night.
We continue to support Carol Singing event for Children
Development Matching Fund this year. The community of
Tseung Kwan O were quite involved in the event. Lots of
people watched us perform. Thanks to our new member,
Dr. Sally Luk. She did a wonderful job organising the
songs, the lyrics, and also props for our performance. Big
big hand to Sally!!! Thank you!!!

December 2013 finished just like that. But we have
done A LOT. Apart from all that I mentioned above, we
are very excited with our new generation development.
6 Dec … Tai Po Community based Interact Club first
meeting. 90 members from 7 secondary schools in Tai
Po were there in this first meeting. The most exciting
news is the energy and involvement we’ve seen with
this group of students. Presidents and few of the key
post of the board were elected on the same meeting.
Please join me to thank PP Ping, PDG Tony and IPP
Ron. They have put in lots of effort to make this happen.
10 Dec … Installation of our TTCA Interact Club. It is
always good to meet the youngster. Make yourself feel
young again. Good to see a group of Interactors getting
ready to serve.
Last but not least. CUHK WYS College Rotaract Club.
The Club is formed. The Board is there. The Papers are
signed. We just wait for the certification from RI. We
need to thank our very own Rotaractors of Tai Po
Rotaract, especially Jodhy. She is the key to making
this happen. And of course, our PP Claire, PP Peter,
and PDG Tony. Thank you for bringing us a new
Rotaract Club.

*** Thank you ***
Thank you for all the good memories and friendship.
2014 will not be the same without all of your presence
on my birthday party. It is beyond words to show how
much I appreciated and respected all of you. Thank
you for everything!!! Thank you from the bottom of my
heart!
I wish you and your family a healthy and happy 2014. I
love you all. I hope all these events and parties leave
great and enjoyable memories to all of you.
Thanks,
Francis
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Editor Says … …
Claire Mak

Scholar Roger and Wiseman Anthony have their
birthdays in the first month of the year. President
Francis also recently celebrated entry to a new decade
in his life. The 3 of them are respectively products of
the 50s, 60s and 70s. This brings me to reminisce how
those of us from the 40s to 80s grew up. I don’t know
about you but this was how my brother and I did.

We were put to sleep on our tummies in
baby cots covered with bright colored
lead-base paints.
We had no child proof lids on medicine
bottles, locks on doors or cabinets and when
we rode our bikes, we had no guards on our
elbows or helmets on our heads.
As infants and children, we would ride in dad’s car with
no car seats, no booster seats, no seat belts, no air bags
and sometimes, bald tires.
We shared one soft drink with four friends, from one
bottle and no one actually died from this.

We did not have Play stations, Nintendo's and Xboxes. There were no Wii, no 150 channels on cable, no
video movies or DVD's, no surround-sound or CD's, no
cell phones, no personal computers, no
Internet and no chat rooms. WE HAD
FRIENDS and we went outside and found
them!

We shouted from ground floor for friends in upper
floors to go down and play; or walked to a friend's
house and rang the bell, or just walked in and talked
to them. Imagine that!! No Whatsapp or emails.
We fell out of bikes, stumbled over
fences, got cut, scratched and
bruised and there were no lawsuits
from these accidents.
The idea of a parent bailing us out if we broke the rules
was unheard of. They actually sided with the rules! I
got detentions at school every day and had to do copy
books – yes, writing with pencil.
We would get punishments like
caning, spankings with sticks, or
just a bare pair of hands and no one
would call child services to report
abuse.

We had freedom, failures, successes and responsibility,
and we learned how to deal with it all.
We ate snacks and other sweets made with sugar and
more sugar but were not over weight. WHY? Because we
were always outside playing....that's why!
During summer vacation, we would leave home in the
morning, go to swim and play all day, as long as we were
back when the streetlights came on. Tutorials? What
tutorials?
No one was able to reach us all day. There were no cell
phones, not even land lines and, we were OKAY.
We would spend hours building our go-carts out of scraps
and then ride them down the hill, only to find out we
forgot the brakes. After running into the bushes a few
times, we learned to solve the problem.

I am not much of an achiever; but these generations
have produced some of the best managers, risk-takers,
problem solvers and inventors ever. Look no further
than RCTP club members!
The past 50 years have been an explosion of innovation
and new ideas. Kids today do hardly anything besides
pushing buttons.

I wonder if legislators and the government are
regulating too much of our lives for our own good?
Happy Birthday Francis, Roger and Anthony,
our January birthday Boys!
You shine
through your years.
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Rotary Information
Peter Lam

Today, Nigeria in Africa is still one of the three countries (with Afghanistan & Pakistan) suffering from the Polio virus. But
Africa is a huge continent and for South Africa to be a polio-free country in late 1990s was one big accomplishment in
Rotary’s global polio eradication campaign and one key person behind this effort was Nelson Mandela, South Africa former
leader who recently passed away and was remembered worldwide for his peace & humanitarian work for big part of his life.
Let’s take a look at Nelson Mandela’s support to Rotary and his recognition by Rotary in following Rotary news.

NELSON MANDELA REMEMBERED AS AN ALLY FOR PEACE, POLIO ERADICATION

In 1996, routine polio immunizations in Nigeria and
other African countries were anything but routine.
Competing health priorities and lack of funding hampered
many governments from putting polio eradication high on
their agenda. The drive for a polio-free Africa needed a
playmaker.
Enter Nelson Mandela. Herb Brown, Rotary's president
in 1995-96, recalls seeking the South African leader's
support.Nelson Mandela immunizes a child at a Kick Polio
Out of Africa event in 1996.
"President Mandela was so gracious and listened as we
described the problem," Brown says. "I told him only he had
the influence to persuade the countries to resume Nelson Mandela immunizes a child at a Kick Polio Out of Africa event in
1996.
immunization."
Mandela agreed to help. "I'm well aware of Rotary and all the work you've done, and all the work you did while I was in
jail," he told Brown. At a press conference, with Brown at his side, Mandela asked all the heads of state in Africa to open
their doors to polio National Immunization Days.
Mandela helped launch the Kick Polio Out of Africa campaign later that year with 1996-97 Rotary President Luis Giay
and Rotary Foundation Chair Rajendra Saboo. Almost immediately, Africa's polio eradication effort was back on track.
Using soccer matches and celebrity endorsements, the campaign raised public awareness of polio and helped spur more
than 30 African countries to hold their first National Immunization Days.
In recognition of his vital work, Rotary presented the Rotary Award for World Understanding to Mandela in 1997, then
Rotary's highest honor. "We chose President Mandela because of his significant contributions to world peace, human
rights, and freedom," said Giay, adding that Rotary members especially appreciated "his strong support of the eradication
of polio throughout Africa."
Mandela called the award "a tribute to the people of South Africa's rainbow nation." Rotary's work toward eradicating
polio "has shown the power of a global network of people who are ready to roll up their sleeves and put their heart and
soul into saving children from disability."
Mandela donated the award's $100,000 prize to the Nelson Mandela Children's Fund.
Following his death, Rotary members in South Africa lauded Mandela as "one of the 20th century's iconic symbols of
freedom and equality," "the father of the nation," and "a leader of service."
"Mandela was a man who overcame unimaginable hardships to emerge as one of the greatest leaders of our time —
and one of our greatest humanitarians . . . . His legacy of courage, determination, and commitment will forever inspire us
to move forward in our effort to achieve a better, more peaceful world," said Rotary President Ron Burton.
Rotary News
13-DEC-2013
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14 Dec, 2013 Saturday, Courtyard, The Hullet House, 1881 Heritage

Weather on the evening of Saturday 14 December was bleak and
rainy. It dampened the spirit of our Christmas Party and sort of
knocked RCTP off its balance. We might have missed a sit-down
dinner, we might have missed our Santa Claus, we might have
missed the Christmas presents, we might have missed the dance
show of the “Devin C” students, but the warmth of fellowship,
the continuous flow of wines and whiskey and the
encouragement afterwards show the true worth of Christmas!
My dear RCTP members and spouses,
Please accept my sincere apology for my extremely poor
arrangement and management of the Christmas party we
had last night. Really sorry to have lots of you stuck in a
tiny room to eat with no enjoyment at all. Christmas party
is supposed to be fun and I fail to deliver that. I’m sorry
for all the inconvenience and discomfort caused to you
and your family.
My apology to all of you. Really sorry about that.

Dear President Francis,

Sincerely yours,
Francis

It is not our role to challenge why
Mother Nature gave us the blessing
shower that evening. Important
thing was we seeing most, if not all,
fellows came and shared the fun.
This
indicated
supports
and
enthusiasms of members to Rotary
of Tai Po as well as to you, our
president.

Dear Francis,
No problem at all. Like all parties the most
important thing is companions; we achieved
this. Paradoxically I heard some people said
we enjoyed it very much in an unconventional
way and it was romantic because we had not
been so intimate before.
Best regards
Louis

Thank you very much for all the
efforts you and others had put in for
organizing the event!
Best Regards,

Dear Francis

Jimmy Wai

No one can predict the weather. It was
not your fault. You have already done
a good job.
Let's have fun again in
coming Countdown Pajama Party for
the family of RCTP.
Best regards
Lams

Dear Francis,
You're the one to be praised, despite the
unpleasant situation, you kept doing the
best you could to entertain us. Your
singing was wonderful, it did add a lot of
X'mas atmosphere to the party under such
condition. Great job!
Sincere

Not to worry Francis, sometime
things happen which are beyond
our control such as weather.
We understand you have worked
hard.
Kenneth
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Dear Francis,
On arriving at the venue, the situation was
overwhelming and I beat an early retreat
before I lost it. Many lessons can be learnt
from last night's episode, but the most
important will be to appreciate the effort that
was put in and we shall need to double our
effort in supporting our president and our club.
Dear Francis
My
family
enjoyed
the
party
despite
the
weather.
We look forward
to the countdown!
Ping

Donald.
Dear Francis
It was tough, the weather definitely was a big factor, and like
everyone said, you have already tried to make a bad situation
bearable - it was certainly unusual for us to have the type of rain we
had last night. Going forward, the key is what lessons we have from
this.
The location of the venue was also a challenge for weekend
events. I learnt my lesson with the traffic and the parking situation
around the area last theme night, so Alice moved my car, parked at Dear Francis,
KCC earlier, to #1 Peking Road at 5 PM. However, it is also unWe had a great time yesterday along with the
reasonable to expect everyone to be parked hang around too early.

818 members, please so not let the weather

I think the venue's management should be ready for this since rain issue bother you as it is out of our hands to
was forecasted for the weekend. I have heard comments that the arrange. It is not where you are but who you are
stage was nice, but completely wasted under the rain.

with! I am looking forward to the countdown for

I hope these are useful feedback. As a club, following one of RC the New Year gathering! Thank you Francis!
TaiPo's best tradition, we are behind our president.

Dear Francis,

Regards,
Tsubaki

Ron

No worry! We
had a marvelous
time!
Regards,
William
No problem President, it was not your fault. As Kenneth
said, you cannot control the weather. You had already
put in a lot of efforts, we appreciate that. There will be
few more parties coming, let's enjoy it.
Best regards and we always support you,
Jacky
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Carol Singing
Sally Luk

The non-stop Rotary Carol Singing Festival 2013 was held on the
15th December 2013 (Sunday) at the East Point City Tseung
Kwan O. It was a fund raising activity for the Child Development
Matching Fund Ltd. A couple of Rotarians, with their family and
friends, participated and sang in their lovely voices.
The following are the songs that we sang:
1.
Santa Claus is coming to Town
2.
Rudolph the Red nosed Reindeer
3.
Silent night
4.
Winter wonderland
5.
Frosty the Snow Man

You see, through the cheerful rhythm, we could share the Christmas joy to passers-by in the shopping mall and the kids were having fun
with the percussion instruments. So again, we wish you all “ Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year”!

BBQ dinner with Sunshine Teens students in RCTP meeting
Jacky Sung

A very special and meaningful RCTP meeting was held in TPHYK Secondary school (大埔鄉議局中學)
covered playground on 16 December, 2013. Over 60 Sunshine Teens students, teachers, together with 11
RCTP members and spouses attended the BBQ gathering in the evening after a fitness test conducted by Rtn.
Patrick Yung.
President Francis conducted our regular meeting right beside the BBQ range. It was a great opportunity for us
to meet with the students, teachers and their new Principal, Ms Li Fung Lin. Despite the cold and rainy
weather, the fellowship was warm and filled with fun.
Most of us have not had this kind of traditional self-serve
BBQ for years. Food like pork chops, char siu, fish balls
all tasted so well. Yummy!
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Step Up Infinity
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with Hong Kong Children & Youth Services

Dancing on 27/10 at “復康力量
復康力量 傷健共融日2013”
at Victoria Park
傷健共融日

Our dancing crew (8 dancers) Immortal and Get Crazy enjoyed the show and this dancing opportunity in Victoria Park very much.

Get Crazy

Immortal

Sunshine Teens and 潮看TEEN空
空
潮看

Sunshine Teens 2013-2014
Date

Time

with The Salvation Army Tai Po Integrated Service For Young People

Event

Progress

Role of RCTP

16/12/13

4:30PM-9:00PM

Sunshine Teens Training Camp
(Half-Day event in school campus)
Fellowship event; Parents seminar &
BBQ Night (in school campus)

Arrangements confirmed

Attend to show support; interact with parents

10/3/14

3:00PM-5:00PM

Recognition Ceremony

Pending arrangement confirmation

Sharing by participants; attend to show
support and encouragement

Finished with interest class on 1 December. Trainers reported that the arrangement was good. However, the students treated this
training as a general activity, so they were not too serious.
潮看TEEN空
空 2013-2014
潮看
Date

Time

Event

Progress

Role of RCTP
Attend with parents to show support and
encouragement

15/11/13
27/11/13
29/11/13
11/12/13
14/2/14
19/2/14
28/2/14

11:15AM-12:30PM
1:45PM-3:00PM
1:45PM-3:00PM
1:45PM-3:00PM
11:15AM-12:30PM
1:45PM-3:00PM
1:45PM-3:00PM

Exhibiting Potential
Skills training
(CAFÉ and basic cooking)

Arrangements confirmed

28/2/14

2:30-3:30PM

Kick-Off Ceremony for Exhibiting Potential
Class visit and Show respect to parents and
teachers

Pending arrangement
confirmation

9/5/14 or
10/5/14

To be confirmed

Celebration and Recognition Ceremony; Fellowship
activities

Pending arrangement
confirmation

Sharing by participants; attend to show
support and encouragement; liaison with
Speakers and Rotaractors

New Service Project Ideas “共融共濟
共融共濟”
共融共濟

To increase support to the poor families which 勝利道潮語浸信會愛鄰舍睦鄰中心 has been supporting. We intend to provide
additional services.
Scope of service ideas:
1)
Collect and organize supporting materials to these families

4)

Training event: fire safety, community support, living skills

2)

Networking events with food and drink

5)

Family visits

3)

Sharing sessions
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Wanda Ngan

The 5D4N tour started on Dec 22 which was the
Chinese Solstice day. Eleven of us left home early
at 5:45am as the flight was to depart at 8:05am. It
was a two-hour flight but we spent an hour at the
Immigration Department at Da Nang.
Thompson
and May, who are friends of Anne and arrived Da
Nang one day earlier, greeted us at the airport. The
group of 13 got on a 29-seater shuttle bus and
started the journey.
As the speed limit was only 40 km/hour, it took us 45
minutes from Da Nang to Hoi An with a distance of
only 20km. We had our lunch at Brother's Cafe
which was a Vietnamese restaurant by the
riverside.

After the visit of My Son, we went to the Marble
Hill.
We can see shops selling marble
handicrafts everywhere. Over 80% of people at
Da Nang believed in Buddha. They built a 68
meter high God of Empress as symbol of
worship. We went to '五行山' and there was a
temple over 350 years old.

After lunch, we visited the
Ancient Hoi An City. You can
see buildings over 300 years
old.
There are also temples
built
by
Cantonese
and
Fukanese.
On Day 2, we went to UNESCO
Heritage, My Son, which has
over 700 Pagodas. A lot of male and female
phallic symbols can been seen. In fact, Pagodas
were damaged by bombs during the 50's Vietnam
War.

We needed to
walk over 200
stairs in order to
reach the temple.
There was a cave
behind the temple
and it was too
narrow that you
can barely climb
into.
After visiting Da Nang, we flew to Hanoi on Day
3. The flight was delayed for one and half
hour. We had an extra program to visit the local
supermarket. As we were delayed, we could
only have lunch of Vietnamese noodle at the
stop over. It took 3.5 hours from Hanoi to Ha
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Seven of us got up at six to learn Tai Chi next
morning. Nevertheless, the master was one of
the cruise staff.
The class lasted for only 30
minutes. We went to visit fishing villages after
the light breakfast. We traveled in three boats
along the bay.

Long Bay.
We had a
fresh and tasty local
seafood hot pot to
celebrate
Christmas
Eve.
All the men
finished one bottle of
whiskey.
After spending nights at
hotels, we spent the night on the cruise on Day
4.
We were on board at noon. We traveled
around Ha Long Bay which consists of 1969
Islands. The Vietnamese claim the scenery here is
more beautiful than Guilin.

We stopped over
'Surprising
Island'
where you can see
rocks in different
shapes. It took us
40 minutes to walk
over
the
cave.
After visiting the
cave, we went to “Ti
Top” Island which
means Hero island.
We must walk over 429 stairs to the top to enjoy
the whole view of Ha Long Bay. There were eight
from our group to start with. Yet, only Rex and I
were the first two to get to the top, followed by
Wilson and Chloe. Others walked back down. We
could have the whole view of Ha Long Bay. The
view is too beautiful to describe. We then took
small boat back to the cruise and enjoyed our
Christmas buffet dinner. Rex and Chloe joined he
squid fishing after dinner. However, no one caught
anything.

The water is deep and clear. You can see
islands in many shapes and caves from
erosions. After visiting the villages, we had our
brunch and headed back to Hanoi.
Luckily, we just spent two hours
in Hanoi. It is a city of people
and motorcycles. Streets are
narrow and shops are on the two
sides. Air quality is bad.
Although the trip was short, it was memorable
and fun. I definitely look forward to the next trip
with family and friends………..
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Birthday Party on 5 Jan 2014 at the Grand Central Bar and Grill, The Elements
Claire Mak

As President Francis turns 40, it is our turn to organize a party for him.
RCTP members and family turned up in 60s or Beatles look to wish the
special birthday boy all the very best in 2014!

The People

The Singing
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The Presents and Well Wishes

Dear fellow RCTP members,
It is my greatest luck and privilege to have you all being my friends. Nothing can describe
how much I appreciate your friendship and how much I respect all of you.
Thank you so much for thinking of me and celebrating my birthday with such a great
party.
Thank you for the present. Especially our lovely Wanda, who made all the arrangement.
I love the present a lot.
Thank you for the party arranged by my lovely Ada, Creamy, and Frankie. I love you all.
Thank you for all the wishes in so many different ways. They all mean a lot to me.
Thank you for being there for me and my family all the time all the way. We are blessed.
It is destiny bring us together. It is all your effort to keep our fellowship last and strong.
Thank you so much! I wish you and your family all the happiness and healthiness now
and forever!
I love you all!
Thanks,
Francis
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James Wesley Cheng

What can happen in ten years? Children blossom into teenagers and teens mature into adults; canals built and
wars waged; laws passed and systems revamped; new drugs discovered and the moon landed on.

A lot can indeed happen in ten years. Yet for the 4,000 or so asylum seekers in Hong Kong,[1] a society which
quietly but surely pushes them near the fringes of existence, it is not uncommon for ten years to flash by while
their lives are suspended in a state of limbo.

Asylum seekers are those who seek sanctuary out of their country of origin due to persecutions, or fear of
persecution, based on their race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership of a particular social
group. Many of them are also victims of torture, or cruel, inhuman degrading treatment or punishment. Some
are in jeopardy for standing up for their rights and beliefs; some have witnessed the devastation from their
homes to their countries; others have watched their loved ones raped, tortured and killed before their very
eyes. Contrary to common misconceptions, asylum seekers are often well-educated, accomplished men and
women who are forced to flee not just a country, but an entire a way of life.

Originating mainly from countries in Africa, South-East Asia and Eastern Europe,
the bulk of asylum seekers chose Hong Kong as a transit country based on its
reputation as an international city and a liberal society, as well as its history of
being an economic miracle built largely from refugees and immigrant
entrepreneurs from Mainland China in the 1950s and 60s. Yet Hong Kong is
seldom a target destination since the United Nations Convention on Refugees and
the 1951 Protocol are not extended to Hong Kong. Since 2009, the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has conducted refugee status
determination in Hong Kong and resettled refugees in a third country, while claimants under the Convention
Against Torture (which applies to Hong Kong) are processed by the Immigration Department. Under a landmark
ruling by the Court of Final Appeal in March 2013, however, a unified screening mechanism for both torture
claimants and asylum seekers will be administered by the government.

While the screening system appears to be moving forward, public opinion with regard to asylum seekers has
remained indifferent at best and prejudicial at worst, partially stemming from the adverse experience with
Vietnamese boat people and the increasing hostility towards new comers from Mainland China. But before one
starts to label asylum seekers as economic migrants and opportunists who try to "mine gold" in Hong Kong, a
closer look at the facts prompts a different perspective altogether.

Hong Kong "boasts" of near-zero recognition rates for torture claimants and less than ten percent recognition rate
for refugee applications – far below the international average of thirty percent. Yet the problem lies not just in
the judgment, but the lack of it. Owing to the lengthy determination mechanisms, asylum seekers and torture
claimants in Hong Kong often have to wait up to ten years for a verdict upon which their fates depended.

During this grueling period of uncertainty, asylum seekers are
forbidden to work. With meager financial assistance, $1,200
monthly rental allowance, a bag of food every seven to ten
days – it does not take much imagination to see its inadequacy
for sustenance given the high cost of living in Hong
Kong. Coupled with limited healthcare, entrenched prejudice,
not to mention appalling living conditions in subdivided flats
and ghettos in the New Territories, it is deeply ironic that such
individuals have fled persecution in their home countries to
face a life of prolonged uncertainty, discrimination and
destitution in a supposedly world class city which professes to
respect and protect human rights.
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This year, our team at the Rotaract Club of Tai Po is determined to raise community awareness to the plight of
such individuals who are unnoticed, unwelcome and unbeknownst to most people in Hong Kong, and whose cause
is considered of little political value by most political parties. It is worth remembering that while it is not up to us
to judge the merits of their claims for asylum, it is our responsibility to combat the injustice and the undignified
conditions that they face.
In December 2013, we spent a lovely afternoon with around twenty asylum seekers in making
traditional Chinese desserts. We were grateful to have the support of Vision First, a local NGO
advocating for the rights and protection of refugees in Hong Kong.
With a hearty mingle of English, French and Latinized Chinese, the thirty of us not only whipped up a variety of
Chinese desserts of different flavours, but also went on an imaginary tour of local delicacies and tales from our
respective cultures. Many of the asylum seekers recounted their old lives in what seemed an eternity ago, the
struggles endured to escape from their native land and to survive in this city, and most poignantly, their resolution
to hang on to life out of the hope that they will reach light at the end of the tunnel on day. In many ways, it was not
the physical hardships but the feeling of worthlessness and having one’s life put on hold that proved to be the most
agonizing. John, an asylum seeker in Hong Kong for ten years yet still hearing no word of a date set for status
determination, spoke of how he is buoyed by the recent increase in media attention that refugees are finally
receiving. But to him, "ten years are ten years too many".
Making friends with those who
have escaped from one hell to
another was not only an
opportunity for us to see things
from their perspective, but also a
powerful lesson on optimism in
face of adversity.
Over the
course of 2014 we plan to utilize
our
resources
to
further
awareness-raising in the form of
visits and campaigns, with the
next event scheduled during the
Chinese New Year.
What has happened in ten years?
To our asylum seeker friends,
children have aged and men have
died; canals have been rebuilt and
wars have been fought and reinstigated. Yet legal protections
have remained limited, and the
system has progressed at a snail’s
pace. Drugs remain unaffordable
and starting life anew seems ever
so distant – perhaps even more
distant than landing on the moon.
[1] 2013 figures
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Interact Club of Tsung Tsin Christian Academy Installation
10 December 2013
Claire Mak

The Interact Club of Tsung Tsin Christian Academy has been under the radar for some time until we were reunited with this missing
partner-in-service at their installation on 10th December held at their school auditorium.
It was then that we learnt from last year’s President Hugo Lee that they had held a couple of activities including the City Hunt project
and a service with the Ronald MacDonald House. School Principal Samuel spoke of the Club with approval and challenged that they
do even better in the coming year. Then the Board members were presented with Certificates of Appreciation by our Immediate Past
President Ron Chung. IPDG Kenneth inducted Elton Ng to be the new president. President Francis inducted the New Board and gave
the students words of encouragement, reminding them to seize the chance to explore service and vocational opportunities by tapping
on RCTP resources. We then hear out new President Elton Ng on a review of past year’s activities and his hopes for the coming year.
Rotarians who attended the ceremony, including PDG Anthony and IPDG Kenneth, President Francis, IPP Ron Chung, Rtn William and
PP Claire, chatted with the students and tried to impress upon them the mutual nature of RCTP relationship with the IAC TTCA and
that we are always their ready resources.
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Countdown party - “Pyjamas Night”!!!
Francis Au

December is always THE festive month of the year. This year RC Tai Po got together and celebrate
New Year in our usual way - Party!!! 1231 is our countdown party.
48 members and their family with our AG Andy & his family lighted up the restaurant, Steik World
Meats in K11.
Theme of the party is “Pyjamas”. Ha ha ha!!!! You probably can imagine how serious we can be.
Altogether we have 7 people showed up with their pyjamas, and mostly are our 2nd generation. Big
hands to those cute girls and handsome boys!!!
We started the party with loads of drinks followed by a nice set dinner. Most of our alcohol have been
consumed before midnight. A couple of games were played before countdown. There were tables of
“Black Jack”, “13 Cards”, and even “Fish Pawn Crab”. We brought the atmosphere of CNY a month
earlier to our party. For our 2nd generation, they were having fun with the game “Humpty Dumpty”!!!
All members and guests were celebrating New Year in the outdoor patio with the last 2 bottles of
champagne. We then all headed back to the room for the special performance by AG Andy. AG was
showing us his “God of Gamble” style of shaking dices ….. Everybody was amazed by what he did. Big
hand to AG!!!!
We ended the night with lucky draw. Everyone was then finding their own way to escape TST, ‘coz
most of the MTR entrances were still blocked and roads were still closed by then.
It was a night to remember. Happy New Year!!!

Regular Meeting
6 January 2014

Torrente, Sincere, Vikky, Caren and Angela
attended the first regular meeting of the New
Year.

President Francis spoke about his
last job at AT&T which, for the
past 20 years, had opened him to
opportunities and new horizons.

Caren was the proud winner of an elegant
Chinese brush holder given by Frankie.
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December Winners
(100% attendance):

FRANCIS AU,
ANTHONY HUNG,
PING LEUNG,
CLAIRE MAK,
VIKKY TAM,
KENNETH WONG,
WILLIAM YIM

In December

Pearl
Dang
Patrick
Yung

Day

Time

Upcoming Events

Event

17 Jan
(Fri)

5:00 p.m.

17 Jan
(Fri)

6:30 p.m.

18 Jan
(Sat)

2:00 p.m.

19 Jan
(Sun)

10:00 a.m.

19 Jan
(Sun)

11:00 a.m.

25 Jan
(Sat)

4:00 p.m.

Star Reaching Project 2013 Visit

27 Jan
(Mon)

7:00p.m.

Topic: “22 years in Rotary”
Speaker: PP Jacky Sung

Venue

Meeting of Provisional Interact
Club of Tai Po Schools

Carmel Holy Word
Secondary School

Pilot Project {WE CAN CODE}
launch day

Apps Lab of City
University HK

24th Anniversary Fund Raising
Ball of RC of Channel Islands

The 4th Hong Kong Bowling
Tournament For All Cum 3rd
Hong Kong Blind Bowling
Tournament
Club’s outing – boat trip

Grand Ballroom,
Kowloon Shangri-la
Hotel, 64 Mody Rd. E.

South China Athletic
Association Bowling
Centre
Boarding at Tsim Sha
Tsui Pier –for Lamma
Island
Tai Po District Youth
Outreaching Team
(Fu Heng Centre)
Sing Yin (星宴),
W. Hotel, Kowloon

% of attendance of
regular meetings
(inclusive of make ups)

Jan

Average attendance: 67.14%
2/12
9/12
14/12
16/12
31/12

10th Francis Au

83.3%
77.8%
74.3%
53.7%
46.6%

11th Roger So

14th Anthony Hung

On Leave in Dec
Chief Editor :
Claire Mak
The Editorial Board :
Peter Lam,
Ronald Chung &
Francis Au
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Got something to say?

Tai Post wants to hear from
you.
Write
in
to
claire.mak@rctaipo.org

Tai Post reserves the right to
edit articles for length and
clarity.

