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�� The Sister Club Agreement - Day 1����

15 of us from RCTP, comprising of Vikky, Caren, 
William, Bebe, Peter, Louis, Claire, Jacky, Patrick, 
Torrente, Ada, Pearl, Alan, Ming-hay and Laura, 
went on a trip to seal the sister-club relationship 
with RC MSL.  The 3 days from 26 to 28 February 
2016 started out pretty cool over in HK (yes, the 
temperature) but was easily warmed up once we 
set foot in Manila - by both the Rotarian hospitality 
and the temperature.

After a warm welcome by President Charlotte and a 
couple of PPs of RCMSL at the airport, we were 
whisked off for lunch at XO Bistro, a cozy restaurant 
in SM Aura Mall.  Members from RCMSL turned out 
in numbers to cheerfully greet us as we got to know 
each other over some authentic Philippines food.  
The roast pig is not to be missed!

We strolled around and shopped a little before 
checking into Peninsula Manila and getting ready for 
the evening meeting.

The Meeting took place in Tower Club, a private club in 
Philamiife Tower, Makati City. The thoughtful 
arrangement of having a good mix of RCTP and 
RCMSL members at each table presented yet another 
good chance of getting to know each other.  The 
highlight of the evening was of course the long-awaited 
signing ceremony of the Sister Club Agreement.  Our 
very considerate host also dedicated a special 
celebration for PE William who was having his birthday 
that day.  Many Happy Returns to two Sister Clubs and 
of course to William. 
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As a special treat, after the dinner meeting, we were 
taken to the shore of the Manila Bay and witnessed 
the great Rotary publicity effort over in Manila: 
Rotary Theme “Be a Gift to the World” and the “End 
Polio” campaign shown by the huge lighted balloon 
display.  Wow, this is something we over in HK may 
find difficult to emulate. 

The joy of the evening was reinforced later in the 
evening, the Tai Po way - by a smaller, but by no 
means lesser, celebration with all RCTP delegates 
packed into PP Peter’s room, finishing the delicious 
birthday cake and consuming bottles of booze …

�� ����������������������� � ��	�� ����

The 5-hour long ride to the Project site Tuloy
Foundation/don Bosco Street Children Village began 
as early at 8 am!  
We stopped over and 
visited the former 
home (now a 
museum) of the 
Philippines national 
hero Jose Rizal and 
got to know a bit about 
this reformist writer.

By the time we arrived at the project site at Tuloy sa
Don Bosco, it was already past 1 pm and members 
of our sister club, their DG Pepito and also old friend 
PP Edwin of RC Alabang were already there.  
Without further ado and at the initiation of Father 
Rocky, we proceeded with some very organic and 
refreshing lunch.  This is the first time I ate fern and it 
was tasty and crunchy! 
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On the long way back to the city, we stopped over a 
small store alongside the Laguna and purchased the 
renowned salted eggs.  Louis demonstrated how to 
finish a balut (fertilized duck egg) that is boiled and 
eaten in the shell. Vikky just sucked whatever that 
oozed out. Ugh! 

Dinner was another memorable feat.  We were treated 
to a most sumptuous and delicious seafood dinner at 
Royal Kitchen.  Well, take a look at the photos and you 
shall see how delighted and satisfied everyone was.  

�� �������
� ��� � ��	�! ����

We had a relaxing morning before joining our sister 
club members on a send-off lunch at Saisaki, one of 
PP Maridel’s restaurant.  Apart from boasting huge 
and all compassing international buffet counters, the 
band also gave us much entertainment.  Members 
from the 2 clubs sang to the tunes and PE Timmy 
also led dances to the lively music.  It was surely a 
fun and cheerful farewell! Thank you RC Makati San 
Lorenzo for making our stay in Manila so very 
enjoyable.  We felt so pampered and loved. 

�� �������
��
���
���	��
� ����
Thanks to the liaison of PP Pearl it all began with IPP 
Erwyn leading a delegation of 20 from RCMSL to visit 
RCTP at the meeting on 14 July 2014 and delivered a 
speech "RCMSL Family - An introduction". With 
US$10,000 from RCTP and District 3450 Designated 
Fund of US$8,000, the International Service Global 
Grant Project provided a starting platform on which the 
2 clubs build international friendship.  

Now that the courtship has blossomed into a binding 
sisterhood, I am sure both clubs are looking forward to 
more collaboration and exchanges.  May our 
friendship prosper and develop and we certainly look 
forward to reciprocating the warm and abundant 
hospitality that we had experienced in Makai, Manila 
when we receive our sister club members in June, at 
RCTP 25th Anniversary Ball. 
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Rotary Intercity Meeting in honour of 
Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair / Past RI President  Ray Klinginsmith

14th March, 2016 at Regal Hong Kong Hotel
Claire Mak
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