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2015 is the Year of the Goat. In Chinese zodiac, Goat ranks in the eighth position of all animals and it
represents solidarity, harmony and calmness. | hope this would indicate a restoration of a harmonious and
unified society, soothing the tensions among different parties due to the recent series of social movements
in Hong Kong.

Coming back to our club, last month we had our
Christmas Party held at the Al Pasha restaurant serving
delicious traditional Silk Road cuisine, including
barbecue whole lamb, etc. And, of course, lots of
champagne, red and white wines to celebrate. This year,
the Santa Claus did not feel lonely any more as he was
accompanied by one  no its four, pretty Santa Ladies
in giving Christmas gifts to children. Further, there was P8
singing from CP Donald, PP Man, IPP Francis, Club
Admin. Chair Patrick, and others with live guitar
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accompaniment. The high time event was the belly dance performance in which the sexy dancer invited a number of guests
to dance with her in turn, where each guest was challenged to mimic the rhythmic belly vibrations of the dancer.
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The other project, which is a life-saving one, was the
Organ Donation promotion campaign at the 49th
Hong Kong Brand and Product Expo on 21st and
~ 29th Dec, including performance by the famous pop
singer Alfred Hui on the latter date. Our youth Step
up Infinity also performed Hip Hop dance.

In our last meeting of 2014 on 29 Dec, PP Louis delivered a very inspiring talk of his own life span referencing to the

history of the economic development of Hong Kong and Mainland China in last century. He shared the guidelines distilled

from his own life-long experience and the wisdoms from traditional Chinese literature such as Yijing (the Book of Changes,
). This is particularly motivating for our young Rotaractors.

Our 2nd theme night 'Shanghai Night’ ( ) will be organised by Team 2 on 26 Jan. Team leader: PP Peter, and
Team 2 members: PE Vikky, VP William, PP Ping, PP Armstrong, Sincere, Patrick Yung, Jimmy and Dorothy. The
Shanghai Night will be held in a restaurant called 'Jardin De Jade’ in Wanchai. It is a Michelin-starred restaurant, fine
dining with a very modern, spacious setting serving authentic and contemporary Shanghainese food. | urge you to sign-
up if you have not yet done so, as it will be full of joy and delicious cuisine.
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Once upon a time, a fox discovered a
cauldron full of chicken in a farm yard
. which was surrounded by loose fences.
~The foxs fat body prevented it from

%ﬁ’ getting through the fence to reach the
4

cauldron. So it starved itself for 3 days,
got slimmer and successfully got in.
The fox devoured the chicken in no
time, licked its mouth in satisfaction and
then tried to leave.

To its dismay, the feast of
chicken had gotten the fox so fat
that it could not get through the
fence and leave. Reluctantly,
the fox starved itself for 3 days
again so that it was slim enough
to pass through the fence and
eventually managed to get out.

In the end, the fox could but regret that the whole
exercise left it with just a brief satisfaction of the
appetite, nothing else: a total waste of effort which had
achieved practically nothing.

Life is rather similar, isnt it? We come to the world
naked and we leave naked. Upon death, no one can
take with him mortal wealth or fame. One spent
youthful years striving to earn money; but when one is
no longer young, all the money earned cannot
purchase youth. How often have you heard people
lamenting that time or happiness was sacrificed in the
pursuit of wealth or success; but in the end, no amount
of wealth or fame can buy back ones time and
happiness.

The moral of the story? When
it is time to work, work hard. THERE 51§ -~
But when it is time to rest, rest agw

up. Do not pursue what you alwa R
cant have and forget the - sometrig o b=

happiness which is already in THANKFUL F[]R -
your possession. et -

Work happily, enjoy life and be thankful for what you
have. Is that enough? Will that allow you to live
happily ever after?

| think we may have to take it one step further: and
that is what we, as Rotarians, are doing: to add an
element of Service above Self. The 5 avenues of
service we have are: club service, vocational service,

community service, international
service and youth service. Together,
they form the all-round service
pillars and we are all part of this

service giving group. SERVICE
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| believe in giving alms for the sake of it, not for
bragging so that everyone knows you are an alms-
giver. But this seems at odds with recent trends. In
the November just past, a friend started to grow a
moustache saying he acted in answer to the
Movember call to raise awareness of some
male health issue | think but the way it was done
the event becoming an annual
event with world-wide publicity,
seems to be in line with the
likes of the Ice Bucket Challenge and what not.

Raising awareness may now mean a high profile
exercise involving lots of people, lots of resources
and of course lots of publicity. We just dont seem to
be able to do charity discreetly anymore.

Rotary has often been faulted for acting in too low-
profile a manner. When tooting one s own horn
seems to be the order of the day, even Rotary has to
depart from its comfort zone and try to get as much
publicity and exposure as possible. We get media
coverage and celebrities as spokespersons for our
charity works.
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We have a special Public Image
Committee  overseeing  our
districts PR campaign. There
are also all the photos and
selfies on Facebook, Websites,
Chat Groups It is like social
media has made little celebrities
of ourselves and that
nowadays, you care only if you
care conspicuously.

This maybe the right direction, | don t know. January
is the Rotary Awareness Month. | still believe that

we can be a little
less swamped with
all the selfies.
Raising awareness
and narcissism
maybe separated
by only a thin line.
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Rotary Foundation s polio eradication effort has been used as Rotary s major global publicity campaign to
promote our good humanitarian work. For India to finally become a polio-free country last year was certainly
another major achievement. But how about achieving a Guinness Book of World Record for an activity related
to our polio-eradication effort? Lets check this out:

ROTARY S INNOVATIVE TRIBUTE TO POLIO ERADICATION IN INDIA BREAKS

GUINNESS WORLD RECORD

Rotary News 8-JAN-2015 ) o ) )
To eradicate polio in India, Rotary members displayed

impressive coordination and commitment. So it should come
as no surprise that Rotary members in Chennai, Tamil Nadu,
were able to mobilize more than 40,000 people to create the
world's largest human national flag. The tribute to the polio
eradication effort qualified as a Guinness World Records-
breaking achievement.

"What impressed me most was that all of Rotary was

represented: Rotaractors, Interactors, and Rotarians,” says

RI President Gary C.K. Huang, who patrticipated in the event
along with his wife, Corinna, and other Rotary senior leaders. "They brought their classmates, friends, and co-
workers. | think that says a lot about how important it is to the people that India is polio free."

Participants from all walks of life holding placards stood together on a local fairgrounds to form the Indian flag.
Their display broke the record set last year by the Sports Club of Lahore, which organized nearly 30,000 people
to form the Pakistani flag.

After breaking the record, local Rotary members, who'd formed the blue wheel in the center of the flag, flipped
their placards over to create Rotary wheels, and other Rotary members unfurled a large banner reading "Keep
India Polio Free." The organizers, led by District 3230, estimate that another 50,000 people showed up to watch
on large TV screens set up outside the event.

Once the participants were organized, they had to hold up the placards for more than five minutes to enable the
representative from Guinness to verify the new record. "The last 30 seconds, everyone started screaming [in
encouragement],” says Huang. "I [felt] very patriotic, says Avanthika lyer, a third-year student at Shasun Jain
College in Chennai. "The five-minute period of holding the placard was difficult but made us happy.

Says Huang: "When | was told how many people had to participate -- 40,000 to 50,000 -- | didn't think it would
happen. When | saw the thousands and thousands of people [gathered] for just the rehearsal the day before, |
realized it was possible."

Organized by local Rotary members from District 3230 in Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India, participants gathered to break the record for the
world s largest human national flag and RI President Gary C.K. Huang (red vest) celebrated their record-breaking achievement.




