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William Yim

The last four weeks were really substantial and included our regular meetings, district events,
joint meetings, club visits, service projects, installation ceremonies, celebrations and
presidents’ gatherings. Inaddition, there were Typhoon Haiyan, dramatic US Presidential
Election and toxic hairy crabs in this month. Life is full of surprises.

resident’s Message

One of the important overseas trips for our club is attending our sister club RC
Taipei’s annual gala dinner. It was my honor to meet Past RI President Gary Huang at
the event and we had a good conversation. We prepared a Shiwan ceramics figure
named “Natural Beauty” (天生麗質), hand-made by a famous Ceramic Master, as a gift
to RC Taipei for this special night. During this trip, we visited a service project hosted
by our sister club. It was our first time ever visiting a service project in our trip
celebrating RC Taipei’s gala dinner. It was really meaningful. Before we depart Taipei,
we delivered our blessing to P Stephen for his presidency. By the way, I must give my
special thanks to PP Pearl for the trip arrangement.

We had the honour to have IPDG Peter Pang’s presence at our joint meeting with RC Mandarin
on 31 Oct. Many female Presidents and Rotarians from other clubs actively registered because
they couldn’t miss IPDG‘s presentation! We probably had the highest percentage of female
participation ever of 67%. IPDG Peter talked about sub-specialties of plastic surgery and
showed a lot of photos, including patients’ appearance before, “during”, and after surgery. It was
shocking to see the flesh and bones (even not in the operating theater). According to IPDG
Peter, most of the plastic surgeries were reconstructive rather than cosmetic. I believe the
plastic surgery itself is a benevolent deed to correct functional impairments and abnormalities
and give the patient an approximate normal appearance, but it is “misused” as a cosmetic treatment somehow. Those ladies
would think twice if they had seen what IPDG Peter has shown us.
Right after the “Sunshine Teens” Abseiling Event and “Strive for
the Summit” on 4 Nov, the Interact Club of Tai Po Schools 2nd
Interact Carnival 2016 was held on the weekend. The aim of the
carnival is to raise the awareness of environmental protection
and recycling among the mass. I had the honour to introduce
Rotary and Interact to the Tai Po residents. The booths were
really creative and all Tai Po Kwong Fuk Chuen residents
enjoyed it very much. President Alan of Interact Club of Tai Po
Schools absolutely did a great job in organizing the carnival. I
look forward to seeing his excellent performance in his term. It was also an honor to have three Tai Po district councilors
joining this successful event.

We celebrated our beloved CP Donald’s birthday on the 4th Nov. All RCTP Rotarians made
great efforts on this birthday party. Special thanks to Anne. With her suggestions and
guidance, we successfully made it as always, perfecto! A carefully selected beautiful vase was
prepared as the birthday gift to CP Donald. And, there is a special meaning behind. This type
of vase “Sheung Pang” was to be given to the senior officials as an honor from the Emperor
during Ching Dynasty as a recognition to their loyalty and fairness. I must thank Caren for
her amazing arrangement for this wonderful party.

RC Kowloon Tong and RC Central joined our regular meeting, and we had a wonderful night by having Dr. Janice Tsang as our
speaker on the talk “Making Cancer History”. Thanks Caren again for her invitation to Dr. Tsang. It’s good to share this
knowledge among our members.
Organ Donation Day was held at Kowloon Park on the second Saturday of
November. It was also the 8th Anniversary of Launching of the Centralised
Organ Donation Register (CODR) Carnival, so our DG Eric, IPDG Peter and
many club presidents, VIPs from the public and medical sector were present.
Dr. Ko Wing-man BBS JP, the Secretary for Food and Health was the officiating
guest. Ko has always been a great supporter of Rotary. Besides organ donation
events, he also joined us in the Rotary Marathon event! Organ Donation is a
meaningful act. Together, we should promote to all the people around us and
let our love spread.
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Claire Mak

ditor Says

Our Sunshine Teens and Strive for the Summit projects have recently kicked started and this year’s
Star Reaching Project will be launched soon. Our targets are respectively all the Form one students
of Tai Po Heung Yee Kuk Secondary School who have taken a big leap in life (having recently left
primary school); and a bunch of Form 3 students who may stray from the normal course or are in
need of catching up both academically or in self-esteem or behaviour. Through these projects, we
hope to induce in them a sense of independence, responsibility and confidence. We hope to steer
them clear from gadget indulgence, dangerous drugs and other bad influences. What is important is
for them develop a positive character.

How to do it and how not to over-do it is an art. Constant nagging, labeling, punishment … are unlikely to be effective. Rather,
we have to gradually infuse ideas to them. “Inducement”, “empathy” and “propaganda” seem to be the key words. At the
same4 time, we have to be careful not to label or stigmatise these students.

This brings me to an observation on a somewhat bigger
perspective: that the public propaganda or posters always give
insight to how the people in a place fare. For example, if there are
posters saying “Don’t litter” then it is likely that the people there
do litter. If there are warnings against defecation, then there must
have been incidents of defecation in public. Cities with signs
which advocate peace/friendliness are likely to be alerting their
own people who are neither very peaceful nor very friendly.
The government needs not resort to propaganda or promotions if people are already doing without having to be told. You
don’t have to urge people to “eat when hungry”; or “go to the toilet if nature calls” do you? Clean and orderly cities seldom
hold Clean the City campaign - you may not even find a dustbin on the street!
Hong Kong is blessed with little natural disaster. When typhoon comes, many of us will just hope we need not go to work and
enjoy a free holiday. Complaints may actually be hurled against the Observatory for not hoisting the number 8 signal or black
rainstorm warning at suitable or convenient times –
without sparing a thought on the damage which a
typhoon might cause. Sometimes, disasters like
snow storm, landslide or hill fire which claim lives
and sweep out homes seem too distant to bother us.
Incidents of civil war or religious riots also appear
to us to be just a topic for social banter: “Wow, how
lucky that we are in safe place, Hong Kong.” Life
goes on without as much of a bat of the eye.
Kids in less developed countries can fend for food and cook their own meals at a tender age. How about kids in Hong Kong?
They know kitchen is a potentially dangerous place, so no entry. They know they have to attain high marks to please their
parents. They know they have to shine in extra-curricular activities to gain entry to prestigious schools. But what they do not
know are the common knowledge which may enable them to survive disasters like famine or if they are stranded on a remote
island. Some don’t even know how to lace their own shoes!
To where has common sense or common
knowledge gone I wonder. When I first
came across these warnings on public
transportation, I was dumbstruck:
“When you play with your smart phone,
please get yourself to a safe location
first.” “If you drop anything to the railway
track, don’t jump down to retrieve it” …
They sounded like warnings for the mentally impaired. But now, with people hooked to swiping and tapping on their smart
phone every minute, entirely oblivious of anyone or anything around, I think these warnings may actually be seen as the
railway company’s discharge of its legal duty of care to its addictive passengers.
But I have digressed. Back to our service targets. We hope that by the program designed for them by RCTP and the Salvation
Army / HK Children & Youth Services, the students can be persuaded to take ownership of their own life and that a positive
outlook stays with them. Sometimes, they have to be told the apparent and be warned of the obvious but such warnings may
have to be proffered gently and perpetrate from all available angles.
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Rotary-UN celebration mixes business with diplomacy

Peter Lam

Rotary News Nov. 2016

otary Information

Outside the United Nations building in midtown Manhattan stands
an imposing sculpture of a man wielding a sword in one hand and
raising a hammer with the other. It reflects a shared goal that Rotary
and the United Nations celebrated at the organizations' annual
meeting on Saturday, 12 November: to use our strengths and tools
to build a more peaceful and just world.

The theme of this year's Rotary Day at the United Nations, "Responsible Business, Resilient Societies," emphasizes Rotary's role
as a global network of business leaders using the tools of their trades to build stronger, more prosperous communities.
In his introductory remarks, Rotary International President John F.
Germ drew the crowd's attention to the statue, "Let Us Beat Our
Swords Into Ploughshares," as he set the tone for the day, which
included breakout sessions and keynote addresses on aspects of
responsible business, or the philosophy that for-profit enterprise
can contribute to positive social and economic development. "Here
is where the UN and Rotary International are working side by side,
equipping communities with the tools they need, and empowering
them with the will to use those tools far and wide," he said.

Per Saxegaard, founder and chairman of the Oslo-based Business for
Peace Foundation, gave a keynote address on the complex relationship between business and broader society, marked by
both tension and opportunity. Despite the perception that profit alone motivates enterprise, he says, commercial success and
social progress are closely intertwined.
"Societal needs define markets," he said. "I have met many entrepreneurs in my career, and they all have one thing in
common: They see a problem, and they say 'I can fix that, and I can do it cheaper and better.' That is the engine of innovation
in business. We need that energy to solve the problems at hand," such as hunger or illiteracy. He pointed to the Sustainable
Development Goals, the UN's ambitious roadmap for eliminating poverty by 2030 and highlighted the opportunity for
businesses to help achieve them.
Other speakers included UN Under Secretary-General and High Representative for Disarmament Affairs Kim Won-soo and
UNICEF polio chief Reza Houssaini, who provided an update on the polio eradication campaign. John Hewko, general
secretary of Rotary International, introduced eight Rotary Responsible Business honorees, six individuals and two corporate
partners whose inclusive business practices are bringing employment, mentoring, education, and innovation to their
communities. Three of the individuals honored were:
• Juan Silva Beauperthuy, Rotary Club of Chacao, Venezuela: For 25 years, Beauperthuy has helped keep disadvantaged
youths on the right track through Queremos Graduarnos, an education program focused on mentoring and skill
development, with support from his engineering firm. Today, the program serves more than 700 students in 18 schools.
• Suresh Goklaney, Rotary Club of Bombay, India: Goklaney, executive vice chair of a large manufacturer of UV water
purification systems, has led efforts to provide clean water in rural villages and impoverished urban areas throughout
India. The project has also established centers where local women can sell clean water to generate income.
• Annemarie Mostert, Rotary Club of Southern Africa, South Africa: Mostert formed Sesego Cares, a Johannesburg-based
nonprofit, in 2005 to offer education and job training, and to teach entrepreneurship and leadership development to
women and children. She also worked with TOMS Shoes to provide 1.3 million pairs of its shoes to the country's poor.
The business partners honored were:
• Coca-Cola Pakistan has supported the Rotary Pakistan National PolioPlus Charitable Trust since 2010 to promote polio
prevention and awareness, particularly through publicity and projects to provide clean water, in one of the few countries
where polio remains endemic.
• Mercantil Banco Universal supports a project that has trained 6,000 students in 40 universities across Venezuela in social
responsibility and leadership, with the goal of encouraging students to use their academic knowledge to respond to the
challenges of underserved communities.
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PP Peter Lam

In our last two articles, we covered four AREAS OF FOCUS which were Disease Prevention Treatment, Water and Sanitation,
Basic Education and Literacy and Economic and Community Development. Let’s wrap up with the last two Areas of Focus.

Maternal and Child Health
Although the risks of childbirth have been largely mitigated in much of the world, it
remains the number one cause of death among women in developing countries:
More than 300,000 women die every year from complications related to pregnancy
and childbirth. Child mortality statistics are equally troubling. In 2015, nearly six
million children under age five died, largely from preventable diseases and
conditions. That is more than 16,000 deaths per day.
For many years, Rotary clubs supported the work of the Fistula Hospital in
Ethiopia, which provides free reconstructive surgery to young women suffering
from obstetric fistula caused by childbirth. In 1998, The Rotary Foundation
recognized the hospital’s life-changing contributions to maternal health with the
Rotary Award for World Understanding and Peace, presented to Dr. Catherine
Hamlin, the hospital’s medical director.
Today, Rotary Foundation global grant projects are training midwives in Malawi, testing pregnant women for HIV in Liberia
and providing appropriate follow-up care, and equipping “the ping jeep” in Haiti, which transports Midwives for Haiti
volunteers to provide parental care to women in remote areas.

Peace and Conflict Prevention / Resolution

Peace has always been a major objective of Rotarians. In 1914, the convention
adopted a resolution that Rotary “lend its influence to the maintenance of peace
among the nations of the world.” In 1921, delegates to the Rotary Convention in
Edinburgh, Scotland, incorporated into Rotary’s constitution the goal “to aid in the
advancement of international peace and goodwill through a fellowship of business
and professional men of all nations united in the Rotary ideal of service.”

Through two world wars and dozens of regional conflicts, Rotarians have worked to
bring peace in their communities and throughout the world. In the 1930s and 40s,
Rotary clubs held Institutes of Internationals Understanding with support from the
Foundation to help cover speaker costs. More recently, Foundation-sponsored
peace forums and seminars have brought members together to promote cultural understanding and discuss ways to prevent
and resolve conflicts.

The Rotary Foundation also funds projects to bring those in opposing groups together at an early age – be they Israeli and
Palestinian youths or young people from Ireland and Northern Ireland. In Kenya, a former Rotary Scholar established
Children Peace Initiative Kenya with the support of a global grant. This program conducts peace camps for children and
teachers from warring tribes, whose communities have been trapped in a cycle of violence.

Peace is an objective that cannot be bought; it is an endeavor that Rotary works toward step by step in communities
worldwide.

2014-15 Rotary Foundation figures:

Area of Focus projects

Maternal and Child Health

Peace and Conflict Prevention
Overall

Global Grants awarded

Amount (US$)

68

$4.0 million

78

1,078

$5.7 million

$68.7 million
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RCTP’s Annual Elderly Service – 身心康檢齊參與 2016-17
Dorothy Chan

We are very familiar with the old wisdom ‘家有一老如有一寶’. Rotary Club of Tai Po (RCTP) walks the talk by continuing the
beautiful legacy service that PP Pearl Dang started a few years back – 身心康檢齊參與 2016-17. This year, the programme
began with a health check service for a group of elderly on 29th October 2016. This year, VP Patrick Fong, with the advice
from PP Pearl, handpicked to work with the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui (HKSKH) Tai Wo Neighbourhood Elderly Centre (one
of the elderly centres under the umbrella of the HKSKH Welfare Council) and invited close to 100 elderly in the Tai Po
neighbourhood to join the service.

It was a beautiful day on the 29th October. With the few years of experience that we have had, we teamed up with a group of
dedicated social workers from the HKSKH and organized a fun morning for our elderly. We arranged blood pressure checks,
BMI checks, cholesterol checks, bone density checks (to identify early symptoms of osteoporosis) and fall risk assessment. We
also had different game stalls where we tested the elderly’s eyesight and gave them health tips.

As our grand and signature tradition of unity, RCTP mobilized more than 20 Rotarians
and Rotaractors in joining this service. As the Project Manager this year, I felt the love
and support from RCTP and our care and respect for the elderly, who worked and
contributed to all the developments we have in Hong Kong today.
We have another activity earmarked for this service programme. RCTP is planning to
organize another activity with the Tai Wo Neighbourhood Elderly Centre around
February 2017. The nature of the activity is yet to be confirmed. It may be a Chinese
New Year themed games day with the elderly or taking them on a local tour. I will
keep you all posted on this and look forward to another meaningful gathering.
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A Cool Summer in Germany
Katherine So

In August, I flew across half of the globe to Germany to escape from the scorching heat in Hong Kong. In fact, I have
participated in a German exchange course to learn German in Bonn. With the limited German ability of only one
year foundation level, I was anxious at first that I may not understand my teacher during class. Luckily, I was able
to catch up despite having enrolled in a rather advanced class. With continuous practice of spoken German during
and after class, my German language has improved drastically, and now I can handle day-to-day conversations.
Apart from having German lessons, I did quite a bit of
travelling in Germany, and even to Brussel, Belgium! For
Germany, the city that I stayed at and had lessons is Bonn. In
spite of its small size, it is a city of great historical and political
significance. Bonn was the capital of the former West Germany
during the post-2nd World War period. Though Germany has
been united and Berlin is the capital of the country, Bonn
remains a political centre, since the president often stay in
Bonner Radhaus to deal with political issues.
Apart from that, Bonn is also the birthplace of famous
musician and composer Ludwig van Beethoven. I have visited
Beethoven Haus, which is the house and museum of
Beethoven. Here in this museum, you can find some exhibition
of original manuscripts of Beethoven’s composition and the
piano he played. The University of Bonn is another spectacular
structure worth mentioning. For the whole month, I have been
having lessons in this university. Founded in 1818, the
university is still well preserved despite bombing during
world war two. Since the university is formerly the palace of a
prince elector, delicate sculpture and valuable decorations can
still be found in this university. In front of the university is a
piece of grassland named Hofgarden, where you experience
great diversity. There are people relaxing and sunbathing,
singing and dancing, as well as reading and having picnic, yet
they share the piece of green land harmoniously.
When talking about universities in Germany, the first
university that comes in your mind must be the University of
Heidelberg. Being 700 years-old, it is the oldest university in
Germany. The main building and the library are all built in the
medieval architecture style, with red bricks and sculpture.
However, as a well-known university, it is not just composed of
the old structure. Some other academic buildings, such as
science and medicine, are built in the modern style. In
Heidelberg, the Heidelberg Schloss is a must-visit place.

This is the Bonner Radhaus as well as the market
square of Bonn

The University of Bonn, the place where I have
been having German class. The grass pit is the
Hofgarden.

The Bruhl Schloss, one of the winter palace of a
prince elector.
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Located at the hillside, the castle is the palace for royalties. The red-brick
architecture reveals the wisdom of the ancient people. For example, there is a
metal rod nailed to the wall, which can indicate time through the shadow
projected on the wall by the sun. There is also a well-developed drainage system
to discharge rain water.
I realised that many German cities have quite a few common features. In each
city, there is an area called “alt staedt”, which means old state. Within the region,
you could definitely find a Middle-aged church/cathedral well-conserved. The
surroundings are usually some classic buildings which are revitalised into
residence or shops. Moreover, there are bicycle-trails and recycle bins
everywhere. Here indicates that Germany is a country which emphasise greatly
on environment. As for the German
culture, I believe that “punctuality” is a
characteristic implanted in the German
root. People here are very punctual, for
example, my German teacher showed up
at the exact time she was required. Apart
from that, the public transportations
arrive according to the schedule stated
in the timetable. If you are late for just a
minute, you will miss the bus.

Inside the Aachen church, you can see the
organ and the golden casket which
resembles the twelve disciples.

The Heidelberg Schloss is a
tourist hot spot.

The night view of the Heidelberg plaza.

Prior to my trip to Germany, there were many news regarding terrorist attacks in Munchen. As a result, my friend
decided not to go with me due to her parents’ concern over her safety. I insisted on going not only because I have
paid for the course, but that Bonn is not a densely populated city and thus relatively safer. Of course, my parents
are concerned over my safety as well. Therefore, to ease their worries, I sent a safety message to them every day.
Moreover, during my trip, I always stayed with my friends from Hong Kong. I avoided going to crowded place
which may be potential targets of the terrorists. Fortunately, I did not encounter any danger in this trip.
For a month, I have experienced a radically different culture from Hong Kong. Despite the differences in language
and culture, I could get along with other exchange students easily. Throughout this trip, I earned friendship as well
as improvement in the German language. It is a pity that I could not stay longer to explore more about Germany.
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Celebrating the Big Day of our Sister Club – Rotary Club of Taipei
Roger So

Fellowship is one of the cornerstones in Rotary since its foundation in 1905 in Chicago by Paul Harris,
Silvester Schiele, Gustavus Loehr and Hiram Shorey. This is particularly treasured in Chinese culture.
That’s why every year we will pay a visit to celebrate the Charter Night of our sister club Rotary Club of
Taipei and vice versa. This year, under the leadership of President William, a group of delegates from our
club comprising President William, PE Roger, PP Frankie, PP Tsubaki, Director Caren, Rtnn Bebe, Rtnn
Creamy, Rtnn May and PP Frankie’s daughter, Kam Tung celebrated Rotary Club of Taipei’s 68th Charter
Night and Charity Gala on 14 Oct 2016.
We were happy to meet a
lot of good friends,
including Past RI President
Gary Huang, P Stephen, PP
Koji, etc. The high tide of
the night was a jewel catwalk show. You can see
from the photos below the
hospitality of our sister
club and a successful
event!
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On the following day William, Caren,
Bebe, May and I joined the visit to Bear
House (熊米屋) http://papid.com.tw/,
which is a social enterprise offering
vocational
training
and
job
opportunities for mentally disabled
persons in the making and selling of
cookies, cakes and biscuits. It is a very
meaningful and successful enterprise in
that it can facilitate those less
privileged persons to live a respectful
life but also it reduces the burden on
social security. In fact, we did learn
from them in making pumpkin seed
biscuits, which are very delicious.
At noon on 15 Oct 2016, P Stephen, PP Koji and others treated us to a
“crab” meal – don’t get me wrong; it is a very delicious buffet lunch with
crab and other sea food.

In the evening, P Amy and Rtn Ying Ying of RC Taipei Hwahsin (台北巿華欣社) treated us to dinner.
We had a very typical Shanghai cuisine, where we were invited to try the unforgettable signature dish of
“steamed smelly tofu”. Fortunately there was good whisky which I used as mouthwash to suppress its
stunning smell or else people may find me unapproachable!!
All in all, this was a very enjoyable trip.
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First Theme Night – The Good Old Days
Man Mo Leung

The first theme night of the
year
2016/17
originally
scheduled for 21st October
was held on 29th October
instead due to typhoon
Haima. Team 1 comprising
Frankie Wu (team leader),
Ken, Man, Jacky, Natalie,
Ada, and Sincere, was
responsible for the event.
We were fortunate to
have been able to hold
the
event
at
the
exclusive
Harcourt
Suite, Hong Kong Club.
We are grateful for CP
Donald for securing the
venue. There were 50
participants,
including
many guests from other
rotary clubs. PP Francis
arranged the services of
a
keyboard
player
supported by a singer.
The artists also brought
their own sound system
for the occasion.
Our theme was "Good Old Days" echoing our memory of the good times together. With
minimal formalities everyone were left to enjoy the sumptuous buffet and seized the
opportunities to catch up with friends. The services of the staff of HK Club were also
excellent and we should thank team leader Frankie for his generosity in this connection.
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For fun, our guests were treated to a singing competition between the four Theme Night
teams. CP Donald, who was the judge for the competition opined that the performances
were very "entertaining" indeed and gave out prizes to all 4 teams.

There were also singing and spontaneous dancing by members and guests. By the time the
shop closed at 11pm there were still many of us wanting to continue.... It was a relaxing and
enjoyable night.

Finally, Team 1 wishes to thank everyone for their active participation and look forward to the
second Theme Night cum Christmas Party to be held on 10 December.
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Beijing and I Part One
Charles Chan

After 1949, my father’s family was broken up in Shanghai. He went to Hong Kong and my mother I joined him a
few years later as part of the great exodus of migrants from China. I spent my early childhood in North Point
which was the hub for most new arrivals from Shanghai and I attended the 蘇淅小學 as we didn’t speak a word of
Cantonese at that time.
My father’s younger brother who worked for the Petroleum industry went to work in Beijing. He raised his family
and settled down there ever since. I suppose that was the beginning of my association with Beijing through the
family tie.

My first trip to Beijing was in 1979. It was also my first trip back to China since I left with my mother years ago.
China was quite different at the time and Beijing was no exception. A lot of things were happening then between
China and USA. Just lost the Vietnamese war, USA was keen to remain involved in Asia (the repositioning of US
interest in Asia, a term we are hearing a lot again these days). And China was keen to have a normal relationship
with the west, particularly USA to kick start the economy.
There were however some historical issues between the
two countries that did hinder the normalization of the
relationship. Back in 1949, with the arrival of the New
China under Mao, most of the foreign assets were
nationalized. Naturally that pretty much meant 100% of
USA assets in China. Boise Cascade, the company I worked
for in mid 70’s was a major utility provider in China before
1949. The company was a fortune 100 company involved in
paper manufacturing, pre-fab housing etc.… And it was
vertically integrated from forestry to producing its own
energy use for its pulp and paper operations. I wasn’t sure
when and how they got involved in China. The fact of the
matter was in 1949, they suffered major losses in China
when all the assets in China were nationalized.

Street scene, already congested

For the relationship between the two countries to thaw. One of the key sticking negotiation point was on how US
companies should be compensated for its loss since 1949. The negotiation was long and arduous. Many deals
were struck. Boise Cascade received wonderful news around 1978
that it would receive a cash compensation for close to USD100
million. It was a great news and windfall for the company as the
asset was long written off. I understood later the compensation
was just a fraction of the book value and not to mention the lost
opportunity cost. Anyway, happy news for Boise Cascade indeed
and the relationship between the two countries continued to
improve. This normalized relationship and the opening of China
has had a good run for decades and it proved to be most beneficial
to many companies and individuals. I trust it does positively
impacted on most of our members particularly those of my vintage
involved in China trade.
In 1979, I was part of the management team charged with coming up with a long term sustainable growth strategy
for our division. I was sent to Asia to do a white paper on the sustainable growth opportunities in South East Asia
including China but excluding Japan. I spent three months traveling around and it was during that time I set foot
the first time in Beijing. It was not easy to visit Beijing in those day and invitation letters were required. I needed
two because I visited both Shanghai and Beijing. I was told specifically that I could only stay in the cities specified
in the invitation letters. Strict currency control was also in place and my HKD was converted to 外滙券 which
could then be converted back to HKD upon my departure. Perhaps, most significant importance of this外滙券was
that it was the only note accepted at the 友誼商場 where imported goods as well as certain local products that
were unavailable in normal department stores or shops could be found. Indeed, I had nothing left to be converted
back to HKD. All unused notes were left with my relatives.
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It was late autumn when I arrived Beijing. Before landing, we were told to close all our shades, just the opposite of
we are to do nowadays. Very few passengers on my plane from Shanghai were foreigners and I arrived late in the
afternoon. All the luggage was delivered to a holding area not far from the tarmac by small open top vans and we
had to carry them through inspection before exit. A far cry from the modern-day airport.
I was picked up by the representative from the National Packaging Association (中国包装总公司) and a staff from
the US embassy who arranged the meeting and drove to the Beijing Hotel (北京饭店) at 王府井. The street was
dark, just like Shanghai, with only very dim street-light and I couldn’t remember seeing any real neon sign. It was
less vibrant as compared with Shanghai. The road side was lined by rows of Chinese cabbage (大白菜) and 蜂窝煤
(coal packed into cylindrical structure with holes punched out in the middle and used for fuel at home). Those
were the staples and essentials for the majority residents of the city. The air was thick and smelly.

蜂窝煤 Storage outside the house

大白菜all along the road side, natural refrigeration

Today, the hotel is still there but I am sure the interior must have changed. I don’t think one will find red hotwater bottle, squatting toilet and loose toilet sheets anymore.
After I checked in and on my way to my room, I noticed there was a service station with an attendant on every
floor outside the elevator hallway. Everyone coming to the floor including both guests and visitors had to register
with the attendant. A few rules were explained. The restaurant would be closed at 7 and the last order was at 6
and not to wander around unguided at night.
The ensuing business meetings were eye openers for me. I found out quickly that there wasn’t any infrastructure
or industry standard in place to support world class manufacturing. Indeed, if you were interested in the market,
you were expected to bring along everything. And we were not talking of just a vertically integrated operation
here. This would include technical knowhow; training of the local supervisors and workers; and addressing pretty
much unassisted all your input requirements for your operation.
Years later, when I met and talked to the chairman of 康师傅 who was our neighbor in 天津塘沽工业区; I learnt
what an ultimate vertically integrated operation in China meant in the early days. They produced practically
everything that went into the pack of noodle including its packaging. The chairman joked about the only thing they
did not do was raising cattle for its most popular Beef noodle. I am sure some of the actions taken were to enhance
margin but many were done by necessity. PP Man who is their auditor can sure share how they become the
number one noodle maker in China. A great success story indeed.
From the 1979 meeting, I was quite overwhelmed in noticing the tremendous gap between China and the rest of
the developed countries. The opportunities were there; but the lack of transparency in almost everything, the nonexistence of industrial and human resource support and most important of all the uncertainty of whether the
domestic market existed made any investment in China pretty much a non-starter for a conservative company like
Boise Cascade which wanted to manufacture and sell in China. The timing was not right. The biggest reward
businesswise for me was the acquaintance made and relationship established with the officials which proved to be
quite useful for the years ahead.
(To be continued)
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Sunshine Teens Abseiling Event
Patrick Fong

Friday, 4 November, was a busy day for some of the RCTP members as we had to
attend two events in one afternoon at the New Territories Heung Yee Kuk Tai Po
Secondary School.
PDG Anthony, PDG Kenneth, P William & Bebe, PP Jacky, PP Pearl and VP
Patrick were warmly welcomed by Ms. Ho (the Principal), Ms. Tsui & Ms. Chan
(the 2 Vice Principals) as well as Ms. Tsang, Kennis, Abel and Hei Sir of The
Salvation Army.
The first event was The Sunshine Teens 陽光少年計劃Abseiling Event. It is the
6th year that RC Tai Po sponsors this project.
All students, parents, principals, teachers, RC members and volunteers gathered
at 5/F before start of the activity. All participants were required to fall from
5/F to 2/F. The purpose of the event was to build up confidence and trust
amongst these Form 1 students. When the students were abseiling down from
height, their parents were very excited and worried about their safety. Only 4
students quitted and a total of 60 descends were completed during this activity.
Afterwards, we all moved to room no.105 to share our feelings and
expectations. Parents were very impressed that their children could accomplish
it and found that their kids had grown up. Students were very happy to see that
their parents came to support them. P William and PDG Kenneth also shared
their experience of how to encourage children. Group photos were taken at the
end of the event.
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潮看Teen空計劃 Kick off Ceremony
Patrick Fong

4.11.2016

At around 4:30 p.m., we moved to the School Hall of New Territories Heung Yee Kuk Tai Po
Secondary School to attend the second event 潮看Teen空計劃 Kick off Ceremony. It is the 9th year
that RC Tai Po sponsors this project which is organised by The Salvation Army. From 2007 to 2016,
a total of 122 F.3 students from the New Territories Heung Yee Kuk Tai Po Secondary School joined
in this project. This year, 13 students are participating.
Cakes were prepared and served by students as refreshment, yummy, yummy... The project
officially started after opening speeches were delivered by P William and the Principal. Students
were divided into two teams to play Bubble Football. All of them said that it was the first time they
played bubble football which they enjoyed very much. The event finished at about 6pm.
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CP Donald’s Birthday Celebration cum Hairy Crab Dinner 5.11.2016
Our Charter President, Donald Yap was
born in November, which coincides with
the Thanksgiving month in the Western
calendar. This month is also within the
season of eating delicious hairy crabs as
this specie of crab is indeed, in season.
Gradually, it becomes the tradition of
RCTP members to celebrate their CP’s
birthday to have hairy crab on the menu.

Caren Chan

As you know the news on the risk of eating
hairy crab aroused public concern. Thanks to
the effort and knowledge of our smart lady
Wanda, our crabs were cultivated in Lake
Yeung Ching, not from the two problem lakes
and rest assured the crabs were purchased
from a reliable store which was not on the
watch list.
This year we made good attempts in looking for a restaurant to meet our four
criteria: a reasonable budget, a Karaoke system, exclusive use of venue and a
convenient location.
After much deliberation, we went for PP Wilson’s suggestion: Holly Restaurant
which provided very good service, good food and a good venue for all our
dinner activities. The Karaoke system is somewhat outdated but the
Restaurant Manager had adjusted it somewhat to get it to function.
MC Vikky kicked off the Party by singing “Not Coming Home Tonight” in an
attention catching ringing voice! Co-MC Dennis echoed by asking our P William
where to go after the Party.
The game organizer, Anne, is very talented. All the couples were singing the
same Cantonese love song poured out from the bottom of their hearts to their
other halves in their mother tongue. This whole hearted participation from the
couples won the loudest laughter from the whole audience. PE Roger was asked
to translate the Song on the spot and sung in English. A good challenge!
After taking the starters of roast pig and hairy crabs, the Singing Performance
session by our members and friends (Caren, Lucia, Yvonne and Roger) began. It
was indeed very entertaining. Despite the imperfection of the sound system
they did an excellent job, very professional indeed.
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Apart from the 10-lb Birthday Cake, everybody was astonished by the presentation of the smaller size homemade
cakes from Stephanie Yum, the daughter of our honorary member Matthew Yum. Surely, CP is overwhelmed by the
love shown. founding member Matthew Yam. Surely, CP is overwhelmed by the love shown.
The birthday card is well
selected. The greetings is the
good thoughts of our PE Roger
and the artistic writing is by a
friend of mine who is teaching
Chinese writing to the Elderly.
Our guest singer, the beautiful young Karen Kong performed the birthday song “bilingually”, and brought highlight
to the event. At our request, Karen sang two more songs: “Can’t take my eyes off you” and a Mandarin song.
Now here came “Oh! What a Beautiful
Morning” the oldies and goodies song sung by
our Birthday Boy’s other half, Anne. Her
singing is very enrolling and we sang the
Chorus for her. Needless to say, her husband
is enrolled to act and sang a touching
Cantonese song.
The evening got better and better as the Karaoke session started – led by our P William and our First Lady, Bebe.
The restaurant was filled with endless singing, drinking, chatting and laughter.

Last but not least, thanks must go to our Floor Manager/Treasurer, Wilson Woo. Wilson has kept the whole event
flowing flawlessly and the aftermath accounting. Indeed, Wilson, the unsung hero, we thank you for the good jobs.
Working Team: Caren Chan, Minghay, Dennis, Wilson Woo, Wilson Lam /Wanda and Roger.
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17th October 2016

egular
Joint Meeting with Rotary Club of Mandarin
meetings

Tai Po and Mandarin members mixing and mingling.

Speaker Xie Jun spoke about “Non performing assets” .

Congratulations lucky raffle draw winners: Peter won a set of teacup from Rotary Club of Taipei, Vikky won $500
cash from President William; and Bebe won cash coupon given out by Sincere.

31st October 2016

We were left in awe when IPDG Dr. Peter Pang shared with us
“Interesting Facts in Plastic Surgery” with graphic illustrations.

HKCYS Social Work Supervisor Eugene Chau and his social work teammates Ka
Yan and Joanne updated us on the plans for and progress of our youth
community service “Step Up Infinity”.

Dr. CM Yu gave a vote of thanks to
fellow doctor Dr. Peter Pang.

Cheung Man Him shared with us his
experience as a Step Up Infinity learnerdancer turned dance tutor.
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RAC Wu Yee Sun College has formed the
new Board and the new members (front
row from right) John, S. Y., Wendy and
Suki, led by President Louie, gave a little
self-introduction.

The unique gift of Pocket Hip Flask plus a
small bottle of 12-year Glenlivet whiskey
set given out by PP Francis was won by
Rotaryanne Wanda.
IPDG Peter
presented it on behalf of Francis.

President William gave out additional
raffle gifts of two Philippines paintings
and were won by CP Chris Tsang of RC
SoHo Hong Kong and IPP Ronnie Wu of
RC The Peak.

7th November 2016
Joint meeting with RC Central and Kowloon Tong

Presidents Peggy, William
and Henry jointly chaired
the meeting and started
with an introduction of all
members, spouses and
guests.

Happy birthday once again CP
Donald,
the
November
birthday boy!

Soft-spoken Dr. Janice Tsang
(self-claimed “poison queen”)
spoke on the hard topic "Making
Cancer History", giving us
statistics and some insight into
the fight against the top few
cancer and other tumours.

PP Claire previewed the
UnSilent Night Theme Night.
She also gave a rather
personal Vote of Thanks to
our Speaker.

Two of the 3 presidents won raffle draw prizes: William on
a bottle of Wu Liang Ye given by PP Tsubaki and President
Peggy on the bottle of German White wine given out by
President William and presented by CP Donald.

Rtnn. Anne was the lucky winner of the bottle of Wu Liang
Ye as President William graciously forgo it for a re-draw;
while Rotarian Raymond Tong of RC Kowloon Tong won
the cash prize of $500 given out by President Peggy.
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A

Up

October

ttendance

CAREN CHAN,
ANTHONY HUNG,
NATALIE KWOK,
PETER LAM,
WILSON LAM,
DENNIS LO,
CLAIRE MAK,
ROGER SO,
JACKY SUNG,
VIKKY TAM,
LOUIS TANG,
KENNETH WONG,
FRANKIE WU,
WILLIAM YIM

coming
events

Day

Time

28 NOV
(MON)

5:00 p.m.

28 NOV
(MON)

7:00 p.m.

5 DEC
(MON)

7:00 p.m.

19 DEC
(MON)

7:00 p.m.

9 DEC
(FRI)

5:00 p.m.

Event

Venue

Installation Ceremony of Interact
Club of Tsung Tsin Christian
Academy

Tsung Tsin Christian
Academy, 8 Lai Hong
Street, Cheung Sha Wan

RCTP Annual General Meeting

Fincher Room, KCC, 10
Cox’s Road, Jordan

Speaker: Mr. Benjamin Wong
Topic:
Talent Engagement for
high performing enterprises

Installation Ceremony of Interact
Club of Tai Po Schools
Speaker 1 : Ms. Sandy Chan
Topic
: “HK Hospital Open
Rice”
Speaker 2 : Prof. Dr. K M Chan
Topic
: The SMART 1
Orthopedics – Sports medicine –
Rehabilitation Centre

Fincher Room, KCC, 10
Cox’s Road, Jordan

Carmel Holy Word
Secondary School, Tai Po
Fincher Room, KCC, 10
Cox’s Road, Jordan

Average attendance: 73.25%

Happy
Birthday
18th
25th
26th

November

Donald Yap
(Hon. Member)
Pearl Dang
Sally Luk

Claire Mak GOT

Chief editor

The editorial board

Peter Lam
Minghay Yu

We

In October

missed you

Sasha Chu
Ronald Chung

O n Leave

Pearl Dang
Jason Lo

SOMETHING TO SAY?

Tai Post wants to hear from you.
Write in to
claire.rctaipo@gmail.com
Tai Post reserves the right to edit
articles for length and clarity.
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