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Asthis is my first presidential forum, pleaseallow me to take amoment to expressmy heartfelt
thanks to the membersfor electing me asthe President of RCTP | am honored that you have
placedyour trust in me. | would like to thank IPP Rogerfor his year asthe Club Presidentand to expressmy gratitude
to all the board members and officers for their hard work and contribution for the successand achievement
accomplishedast year.

| would like to thank the new Board of Directors and Officersin |
advance With their support, | wish to serve and lead the club in g \
the new Rotary year. The core value for the year to comeis Club
Fellowship. | shall focus mainly on club matters ( ) -
membership retention and fellowship, aswell asto support the 2
Rotaract clubs, 2 Interact clubs and service projects including
community, youth etc. With the continuous support from our
members, | am confident that the club will have another great
yearahead

RCTP 27th Annual Charity Ball was held on 9th June 2018 at
Intercontinental Hotel, TST. AlImost 400 membersand guestsattended,
including 16 present, past and future district leaders. We raised
HKD403,100 from selling raffle tickets, together with the fund of
HKD140,000 raised by PP Louis at his retirement party, we totally
raised HKD543,100 for the year 2018/ 2019, which is a record high in
theseyears. Thanksagainto all annual ball OCmemberswho madethis
A E O Adbper &

RCTP28th Club Installation was held on [ &8
9th July 2018 at Kowloon Cricket Club.
Over 70 people attended, including |
district leaders & officers, club members
& spouses, honorary members, past |
members & spouses, Rotarians from RC
Peninsula, RC Central, RC SoHo HK,
Rotaractors, family of Rotarians and
guests Mr. Danny Lau was inducted during the event We all
welcomed him to our big family. | am pleasedto report that the
amount of red box collection was over HKD16,000 which was
another record. All memberswere glad to donate with smiling faces,
sothe red box becamehappy box that evening

| look forward to seeing you all in the forthcoming meetings, social events and .
community service projects etc. The Club is ours. Your participation and support will Patrick Fong

contribute to another successfulyearof RCTR Thankyou. _
President 2018-2019
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Editor Says

Claire Mak

The human brain consists of more than five billion to
ten billion neurons. It is a super complicated organ
which serves multiple functions including thinking, HUMAN

generating emotions and generalawareness Sincethe  WALNUT BRAIN

brain dictates one| s activities, we used to describe
intelligent, clever people as  brainy; ; while those o AT

foolish or witless ones | brainlessy . To the Chinesepeople who believe in
[ shapecomplement ,they consider taking pig4 s brain, or evenwalnut which
looks like abrain, will enhancethe brain functions! | wonder if they really work .

The brain lays down alot of its own rules. It is most active working on matters that
it likes. Dony t you find yourself at your best and most efficient when learning or
discharging matters in which you are interested? On the other hand, faced with
matters which you are uninterested, that{ s problematic: for instance,you haveread
and re-read an uninteresting book, cover to cover; but still, the contents/knowledge
justA T Tséefto stick andyou are none wiser.

e Sometimes,we may lose control over our brain: unleash our gut feelings with a
§5% 3 words to every suddenoutburst. Similarly, we may not be ableto control our memories. In the past,

) 4 i .

£ song from'the 80's we might be able to remember matters with just one glanceand those matters stay
..but forget safein our minds. But now, we may not be ablerecall what just happened The more

i Why 1 walked pressureyou exert on the brain, the more you are unable to think or remember.

into a room.

Onehasto make friends with onej sbrain or elseby the time onereally

loses control of it, a brainy person may simply go brainless. The THEMISTAKE -----
unfortunate thing isthe 1 filing systemy of the brain seemsparticularly ;.‘ :
cheeky. The matters you wish to recall will escapeyou; but those REMEMBER ,,,,,

matters you wish to forget seemalwaysindelible.

Uponthe turn of anew Rotary year, it should be noted that RI President-electBarry Rassinwishesto prick our brains.
His theme for 2018-19, Bethe Inspiration, asksRotariansto inspire changein the world andin eachother.y | askall
of youto Be the Inspiration to help Rotary movefrom reaction to action? to take a hard look at the environmental
issueghat affecthealth and welfarearoundthe world and dowhat we canto helpy

What our Rotary leader says seemseasy but thaty s atall order indeed. It involves changingexisting habits and
developing new ideas Thereis the old but very true sayingthat  Old habits die hard; . Of course,while we are
aware that onej s life does not get better by chance but gets better by change we also know that the inertia to
changeis simply ingrained in people. It takes a lot of effort to make changes Let| s work hard on it to be the

_
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Rotary Information

Peter Lam

There is no representative from our club to join the Rl Conventionin Toronto last month; but | A aKked
look at this report from Rl news and maybeit will inspire someof usto join in the future ..
2019, Honolulu in 2020 and Taipeiin 20217 | believe for us Rotarians,a visit to the Rl Conventionis a

must experience!

A princess, 3 prime ministers, and a former first lady joined 25,000 in Toronto to

celebrate Rotary] s good work and plan more of it

Toronto, the Capital of Nice, openedits arms June23-27 to
welcome 25,652 Rotarians from around the world, who
came to Rotary] s annual convention looking for
inspiration ? andfinding it.

Whether it was by seeingold friends in the hallways, making
new connectionsin the House of Friendship, or listening to
eloquent speakers at general sessions, attendees found
plenty at the 109th Rotary International Convention to
remind them of the fellowship that binds them and the
diversity that Rotary embodies

r Now,we are sistersforever,; said RhondaPanczyk,of the
Rotary Club of Rochester,Michigan, USA,after spotting and
embracing ljeoma Pearl Okoro, past governor of District
9141 (Nigeria). The two women had met at the West African
Project Fair last year, partnered on an immunization drive,
andkeptin touch on Facebook

First-time convention
goer Serge Sourou OGA |
from Ghana said that
meeting people from all
over the world was
definitely the highlight of
the convention for

him. During the four-day eventin Toronto, Ontario, Canada,
speakerspraised, prodded, and partnered with Rotary. Her
Royal Highness The Princess Royal, Princess Anne,
expressed thanks to Rotary for taking a central role in

working to eradicate polio. Former first lady of the United

States Laura Bush challenged Rotarians to keep early

childhood educationapriority .

Helen Clark, former prime minister of New Zealandand one
of the architects of the United Nations Sustainable
DevelopmentGoals joined Rl Presidentlan H.S Riseleyfor a
discussion about gender equality and the crucial link
between the environment, poverty, hunger, and peace In a
video message,Haitian Prime Minister Jack Guy Lafontant
addressedthe convention before the announcementof the
creation of HANWASHa collaboration between Rotary and
the Haitian government| s water agency that will tackle
that nation] swater andsanitation challenges
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Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, accepting Rotary] s Polio
Eradication Champion Award,
thanked Rotary for working with
governments worldwide to

eradicate polio. Rotarians play a critical role in the fight to end
polio, Trudeausaid.; Togetherwe will makethat happeny

Monday) s general sessionincluded powerful personal stories
from John Hewko, Rotary] s general secretary, and Caryl M.
Stern, president and CEOof UNICERJUSA Both had parents who
had fled Europe asrefugeesduring wartime . In the sessionsthat
followed, other speakersdiscussedvarious aspectsof Rotary] s
six areasof focus.

Rotary is about service, and Rotarians had plenty of
opportunities to be inspired to do bigger and better projects
during the general sessionsand breakout sessionsLeapFrogco-
founder JimMarggraff, of the Rotary Club of Lamorinda Sunrise,
California, USA,described the Dari and Pashto versions of the
popular education tablet that his company created to teach
Afghan women literacy skills. Marggraff also talked about the
ways his company has been partnering with Rotary to develop
virtual reality technologyto advanceserviceefforts.

Dr. Isis Mejias, a former Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar and
member of the Rotary E-Club of Houston, Texas,USA,stressed
the importance of water, sanitation, and hygiene. And former
Rotary Youth Exchangestudent Dr. JaneNelson explained how
Rotary can work with the business community to make a
differencein economicdevelopment

The convention was alsofilled with enthusiastic young men and
women who had gathered to celebrate Rotaract] s 50th
birthday. The convention concluded Wednesday with an
appearance by the Fab Fourever, who sang, in German, two
early songshy the Beatles The Beatleshonedtheir performance
skills in Hamburg,the site of nextyear] sconvention.

Sixteen former Rotary presidents .,
and their partners appeared on
stage,and Rotary| s next president,
Barry Rassin,motivated convention
goers by speaking on his 2018-19
theme: Bethe Inspiration.
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Club Changever

Peter Lam
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Our 27 June, 2008 Annual Dinner at the former  Our clubj s most unconventional changeover
Kowloon Club in New World Centre was probably the  ceremonycum pool-side BBQparty at PPMan| shome
only time that we held our Installation Ceremony in Tai HangVillage, Tai Poon 1 July2010 when Frankie
during our Anniversary Celebration. Does 2008-09  Wutook over presidencyfrom DennisLo.
PresidentArmstrong remember?

2012-13 President Ron Chung with his team at the ~ Francis Au was installed as 2013-14 President at our

installation night in former LanghamHotel in Mongkok  Installation Night at Hullet House 1881 witnessed by
on 25 June,2012 in the presenceof our 2012-13 DG~ 2013-14 DGEugeneFong, AGAndy Li and 2012-13 AG

KennethWongand AGWendy Lee. WendyLee

Rotary ClubofTaiPo i QROTARY ARY CLUBOF TAIPO _
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At our 24th Installation Night at Royal GardenHotel on 2015-16 President Vikky Tam and her team at the 6

30 June2014, in the presenceof 2014-15 DGBelinda  jyly,2015 Installation Night at RoyalGardenHotel.
Yeungand 2013-14 DGEugeneFong,Natalie Kwok took

over presidencyfrom FrancisAu.
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30 June 2018

Roger So
In appreciation of all the support from members and E—— Wi
spousesduring my presidency, an appreciation party was - ‘44 e "“?‘;‘-\'fgf,"
held on the last date of my term, i.e. 30 Jun2018. It was - : LW B

held in afree, relaxing and disco-like setting, with karaoke,
buffet with a full roasted pig and lots of wine. Each
participant also receiveda hand-made gift by my wife May
asatoken of appreciation.

Members and spouses showed off their singing talents,
including those who seldom sing at our previous
fellowship events.

The high-time was the gametime. The participants were grouped into two teams
led by captain PPLouis and PPFrankie to competein two games Thefirst gamewas
O3DPAAAET AOOGGS ). Theother gamewas akin to beachvolley ball with

the volley ball replaced by a balloon ( ). We all had an enjoyable
night ascanbe seenfrom the photos.
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19 days in Iran

Louis Tang

Travel

Margie and | had wonderful time in Iran during 5 to 23 May 2018, the
longest holidays after my retirement last year. Whilst on the one hand, | did
enjoy the trip, but do | have any complaints? Yes,| suffered on the other
hand becausethere is no gourmet and alcohol in Iran and the ladies
complained having to wear chadon (headscarf) in public area. Easterniran
is desert and not suitable for human beingsand thus our trip was mainly on
western Iran and covered many of the key tourist spots in major cities,
namely in the sameorder, Tehran, Kermanshah,SusaAhwaz, Yard, Isfahan,
Bandar-e-Anzali,and Zanjan | would like to tell you in this article about Iran
from the perspective of its religion, people] s lives, Persianhistory, and the
culture and art.

Iran is nearly the only major country which
leaders have been consistently both the
religious and political leaders It is Shialslam
as opposed to Sunni Islam in a lot of the
Middle East countries. Accordingly Islamic
priests are given very high social status
proportional to their seniority. The priest in
the picture is just a junior priest after
finishing an Islamic degree and is pursuing a
master degree on Islamic studies. He was
trying his best to evangelizeour tour group
the Islamicreligion with passion

It was the first time | had beenin Iran. Before | camel wastold by various people that it is a mysterious country and
not safe However to the contrary, | find the peoplein this country extremely friendly . We were invited by people on
the street to have smart-phone photos with them, including some from beautiful Persiangirls. The tour team was so
touched by the friendliness of peopleincluding the driver, we invited the driver to the dinner that eveningto celebrate
his birthday immediately when we learned it was his birthday . The driver was touched also and he brought us to his
home where three generationslived together in a big house (some 6,000 sq. ft.), which is enviable to HK people. His
grandfather was so happythat we had a big group photo in his home.

T
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Tekyeh Moaven Ol Molk

Chogha Zanbil Shrine Ensemble Tomb of Esther
Beingareligious country, Iran certainly hasmanytemples. Wedid tour the following famousones

E Tekyeh Moaven Ol Molk, made during Qajar era as a Shia mourning site and was as National monument of
Kermanshahin Iran well known for its exclusivetiling 4 spicturing Islamic era Ghazi(warrior) ;

E The Nasir Al-Mulk Mosque,a traditional mosquebuilt under Qajarrule of Ahwaz,Iran with extensivecolored glassin
its facade and other traditional elements such as the Panj+ a (f/ive concaved") design It is named the 'Pink
Mosqug due to the useof considerablepink color tiles for its interior desigr

F Choghazanbil (UNESCO)huilt about 1250 BCby the king Untash-Napirishab in Susamainly to honor the great god
Inshushinak. Its original name was Dur Untash, which means 'Town of Untash' Petroleum exploration has been
threatening its foundations;

F Shrine Ensemble (UNESCO)the tomb of Sheikh Safi,an eminent leader of an Islamic Sufi order establishedby the
Safavidsand born in Ardabil where this complexis located. The Safavidsvalued the tomb-mosqueform andthe tomb
with its mausoleumand prayer hall is located at aright angleto the mosque The buildings in the complex surround
asmallinner courtyard (31 by 16m); and

E Tomb of Esther in Hamadan,believed by some to house the remains of the biblical QueenEsther and her cousin
Mordechaiand is the mostimportant pilgrimage site for Jewsin the country.

Imam Khomeini tomb is the tomb of Ruhollah
Khomeini and his family? his wife Khadijeh Sagafiand
his second son Ahmad Khomeini? and some political
figures, such as former President Akbar Hashemi &
Rafsanjani, former Vice President Hassan Habibi,
Lieutenant General Ali Sayad Shirazi, Iranian
Revolution figure SadeqTabatabaei,and MP Marzieh
Hadidchi.

Khomeini's grandson Ayatollah SeyyedHassanKhomeini is in charge of caring for the mausoleum It is still under
construction, but when completedwill be the centerpiecein acomplex spread over 20 sg. km (4,900 acres),housing a
cultural andtourist center,a university for Islamic studies,aseminary,ashopping mall, and a20,000-car parking lot.
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Shushtar Historical Hydraulic System

r & St R4 y v Ty

M;c;leh o Naghshe-Jahan Square Sto-sepol Bridge

Knowing the daily lives of local peopleis avery important objective of travelling. We certainly bore this in mind and
paid visit to following spotswhich representold and current community:

¥ ShushtarHistorical Hydraulic System(UNESCOanisland city in Ahwaz from the Sassanidera nearly 3000 yearsago
with acomplexwater mills, dams,tunnels, canalsand irrigation systemwhich was economicallyimportant in the old
days Partsof the systemis still in usetoday;

E Tower of Silence,a circular, raised structure built by Zoroastrians in Yard for excarnation for dead bodies to be
exposedto carrion birds, usually vultures;

E Masuleh architecture in Isfahan has a unique feature of having interconnected buildings into the mountain. This
spectacular architecture is popularly known as "The courtyard of the building above is the roof of the building
AAT | x6

E Nagshe-JahanSquare (UNESCO)meaning World Square) constructed between 1598 and 1629, is at the center of
Isfahan and is 160 x 560m and is surrounded by buildings from the Safavidera with The ShahMosque (Muslim

Friday prayer) on the south, Ali QapuPalaceon the west, SheikhLotf Allah Mosque on the eastand Isfahan Grand
Bazaaron the north; and

E The Sio-se-pol, built between 1599 and 1602, is the longest bridge (297.76m) on the Zayanderud, Isfahan with
Safavidbridge design

Legacy of Persian Empire

Ganjnameh, Hamedan Apadana Palace

Alavian Dome Fin garden

@17 L | \
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Nagshe-Rostam

Iran was known as one of the four ancient civilized countries (others being China, Egypt and India) and has great
leaders (such as Darius the Great, Xerxesthe Great)in its history and many famous palacesand gardensto represent
their strength. We certainly did not missthem and visited following :

F The Ganjnamehinscriptions on the side of Alvand Mountain in Hamadan,was carvedin two sections (ordered by
Darius the Great (521-485 BC) on the left and Xerxesthe Great (485-465 BC) on the right) in three ancient
languages Old Persian,Neo-Babylonianand Neo-Elamite;

F The Bisotun Inscription (UNESCO)authored by Darius the Greatin 522 to 486 BC,is a multilingual inscription on a
cliff at Mount Bisotun in Kermanshahof Iran. It was crucial to the decipherment of cuneiform script., It beginswith
a brief autobiography of Darius, his ancestry and lineage the nineteen battles to put down multiple rebellions
throughout the PersianEmpire;

E An Apadanabelongsto the oldest building phaseof the city of Persepolis,Susajn the first half of the 6th century BC
andis alarge hypostyle hall reflecting the original designby Dariusthe Great

E Nagshe Rostamis an ancient necropolis located about 12 km NW of Persepolis,Shiraz,with a group of ancient
Iranian rock reliefs cutinto the cliff, from both the Achaemenid (c. 5507330 BC)and Sassanidperiods. It lies a few
hundred meters from Nagshe Rajab,with a further four Sassanidrock reliefs, three celebrating kings and one a
high priest;

E ChehelSotounin Isfahanis a pavilion in the middle of a park at the far end of along pool built by ShahAbbasll for
his entertainment and receptions of dignitaries and ambassadors The name,meaning "Forty Columns"in Persian,
was inspired by the twenty slender wooden columns supporting the entrance pavilion, which, when reflected in the
waters of the fountain, are saidto appearto beforty ;

E Alavian Dome, built by the Alavian family during the Seljuqg era (1038-1118), is located in a garden of the same
namein Hamadan The structure wasinitially amosqueand later becamea family crypt; and

E Fin Garden,built in 1590, is the oldest Persian gardenin Isfahan, Iran. It contains Kashan'sFin Bath, where Amir
Kabir,the Qajaridchancellor,was murdered by King NasereddinShahin 1852.

Culture and Art

Azadi Tower Saad Abad Palace Tomb of Baba Taher

We visited three representative buildings for art museumand cultural value,namely (1) Azadi Tower, built in 1971, is
also called Freedom Tower and comprised of eight thousand white marble blocks, in both Islamic and Sassanidstyle,
(2) SaadAbadPalaceusedasthe royal court during 1968 z 1979 andinaugurated asthe 1 Fine Art Museunt in 1983,
(3) BabaTaher,describedasthe first great poet of Sufilove in Persianliterature . In the lasttwo decadeshis do-baytis
haveoften beenput to music.

W
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Rotary Club of Tai Po Installation

9 July 2018
Claire Mak

The leadership changeoverin Rotary Club of Tai
Po took place on 9th July 2018 amidst well il
wishes from mother and baby clubs, welcoming D% e, 6 OO
back former member dear PPMan and Jackieand | , d \ YU\ &
also the admission of new member Danny! Of ¥ \ : : '
course the joyous event was boosted by good
food andlots to drink!

Members,spousesand guestsincluding Rotarians
from mother club Rotary Club of Peninsula,sons
clubs Rotary Clubs of Central and SoHo HK, our
Rotaractors from Rotaract Club of Tai
Po 8 gathered for this first meeting of the Rotary
year and easily filled the 5 tablesin Fincher Room
of Kowloon Cricket Club. The menu was
especially hand-picked by President Patrick who
generously added suckling pig and tiger prawns
to the courses

While the District Team was still there, we invited
Governor YC to perform the new member induction
ceremonyto welcome our newest member Danny Lauand
also his lovely but shy wife Kylie to our club. Every
memberhappily contributed red box.

R = = - A~ — 2

y - A ’ 4 ‘3'.1 gt
Outgoing and incoming District Governor HW Fung and
YCHo and the 2018-19 team arrived early so we started
earlier than usual and let the dignitaries speak and
performed the change of presidency from Roger So to

Patrick Fong

.

ot

Meeting at 7:00 p.m. every Monday at the Kowloon Cricket Clul:; :
.
Rotary Club of Tai Po URL: www. rctaipo.org “ #rctaipo



)
BE THE
Rotary g(_.;v INSPIRATION

—

After the group photos and seeingoff the District Team
came the part when our leaders expressed their
thankfulness. Rogershowed gratefulnessto his team of
officers by dishing out hand-printed certificates. Onthe
other hand, Patrick thanked the few special people who
helped make the Annual Ball a successby presenting
each with meaningful souvenirs. He also welcomed on
board his new team.

M
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July birdies celebrated in style when birthday boy
Armstrong and birthday girl Dorothy receivedthe special
gift of name-engravedwhisky tumbler.

o rep O -~ -

Of course, RCTPis grateful to those from fellow clubs
who gracedour meeting to sharewith usthe joy we have
upon the changeover CPChris Tsangof RCSoHoHK was
the most vocal and we heard him shout, nth times, RED
BOX,all the while leading by example by contributing

red box time and again It looks like we are inspired

enoughto start beingthe inspiration. Cheers!
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RCTP 2018/19 Board of Directors

Patrick FONG ~ Dorothy CHAN Kin Fai TAM Wilson WOO PP Louis TANG IPP Roger SO
President PresidentElect  Vice President & Secretary Treasuer Director
Secretary Elect

PP DennisLO PP Frankie WU PP Wilson LAM PP Vikky TAM PP William Yim Sally LUK
Director Director Director Director Director Director

RCTP 2018/19 Club Officers

PP Louis TANG PP Ping LEUNG _ KinFai TAM PP Claire MAK PP Frankie WU Caren CHAN
Foundation Chair Hon Auditor ~ Public Image Chair & Taj post Chief Editor ~ Membership Chair Deputy Membership

I Webmaster Chair

Kin Fai TAM PP Vikky TAM PP Masayuki TSUBAKI PP Vikky TAM Marco HO
Club Administration Chair Club Administration International Service Deputy International Sergeantat-arms
a Advisor Chair ! Service Chair @

Wilson WOO Marco HO PP Ron CHUNG PP Claire MAK PP Peter LAM PDG An_thony HUNG
Youth Chair Deputy Youth Chair RAC Tai Po Advisor ~ RAC WYS Advisor IAC TTCA Advisor IAC Tai Po Schools

a Advisor

Y
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PP Dennis LO PP Wilson LAM PP William YIM Kin Fai TAM PDG Kenneth WONG

Fellowship Chair  Fellowship Advisor Community Service Chair De%‘g\/ﬁ:‘én&rﬂg{:iw Community Service Advisor
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District Installation

14 July 2018 at HKCEC
Claire Mak

Tai Po Rotarians and spousestook up 22 seats at the
District Installation on 14 July held at the Old Wing of the
Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre. The
otherwise standard program of the day had presentedus
with afew surprises.

First, our District did not
have the whole foyer to
ourselves That said, Rotary
made good use of the area
for a stunning showcase of
the banners of all the 90
clubs in the District and
amply decorated the place.

The photo backdrop and free flow of red wine gave
membersand guestsa leisurely mingling time.

The next surprise wasthat the Ceremonystarted asearly
as half past six! Quite a few tables were yet unoccupied
when the proceedings began with the March-in of
outgoing and incoming presidents. Guestof Honour Chief
Secretary Matthew Cheung was invited to deliver a
speech and he praised the good works of Rotary and
urged members to further care for the underprivileged
youths.

PastRI President Gary Huang was invited by Governor
YCasguestof honour, and the surprise part wasthat he
almost repeated what he said last year and, not
surprisingly, onceagainmadeus do the Happy Clap

The changeover from Rogerto Patrick gave no surprise
and we were all glad to witness Patrick putting on the
president sash Similarly, there is no surprise when
Natalie was named one of the Outstanding Rotarians. The
pleasant surprise is that Rogerwas crowned President of
the Yearand Rotary Club of Tai Po,the Rotary Club of the
Year! Now, who would have imagined that possible?
Nevertheless,we all went for that invaluable photo on
stage! We eventook in all the congratulatory wishes from
fellow Rotarians and in particular, our off-springs RC
Centraland RCSoHoHK!

SRR 4

Our newest member Danny Lau was amongst those
fresh members being recognized When the evening
drew to a close,the night was still young and afforded
us sufficient time not to miss the World Cup Semk
Finals!
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New Member
Danny LAU, Hoi-ho

Spouse:
Kylie Man
Date of Birth:
10th September
Classification:
Philosophy Consultant
Date Inducted:

9th July 2018
Education : Businesses Fav
MPhil, Humanities, The CONTEXIGITAL(Director) Contex
Hong Kong University of Traditional TV brand renovated into a
Science and Technology comprehensiveelectronicsbrand.
2006-08 ’ |
( ) % LOGOSDirector) _ D
BA, Philosophy, Lingnan Shippinglines founded since2015. Locosxmp
University, HongKong (2004- DOGGIEASTE(Director)
06) Founded since 2009. Companyvision is

to provide good food with good taste
and promote well-being for cats and

o0 Doggictaite &

Recent Academic Posts:

Part-time Instructor, CUSCSCUHK

Adjunct Lecturer, Collegeof Humanities and Law,
HKUSPACHEHKU

Philosophical Counsellor (American Philosophical
Practitioners Association, APPA)

Committee Member, Hong Kong Practical
PhilosophySociety

Interests
Akrasia (weakness of will),

Art of Reasoning, Ethics, £
Philosophy of Mind, “
Philosophy for  Children, H
PhilosophicalConsultation

M ™MW WM

Hello Rotarians!My nameis DannyH. H. Lau. Niceto meetyou!

| am a philosophy teacher in colleges, teaching morality and Critical Thinking, and a businessman,
distributing LEDTV and householdelectronics.

As a philosophy teacher, my domain of researchis Logic, Critical Thinking and Akrasia, which means
weaknessof will . My teaching philosophy is teaching as a craftsmanship. Like doing sculpture, students
are full of potentials and possibility with limitation . To be a good teacher is more or lesslike to be a
sculptor. A good sculptor should never dominate nor manipulate marbles, but to discover the beauty and
inner value of materials.

As a businessman,| like to apply philosophy to doing business One of my businessesis doing shipping
lines from the southern part of Thailand to China Inspired by Confuciansaid, O 4 Euberior man bends
his attention to what is fundamental. With the foundation established,the LOGOSwrtures. (

d 6name my company LOGOS becausel want to remind myself that do not forget
the original intention, to createa better world for sentient beings.

Besidesdoing philosophy and business,| also enjoy watching movies. If you want a companionto see
movies,pleasering me.

Y |
Meeting at 7:00 p.m. every Monday at the Kowloon Cricket Cluﬂ!,',,’
Rotary Club of Tai Po URL: www. rctaipo.org n ‘r,-#r taipo
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International Service Trip to Vietnam 4
RACWuYee Sun College, IS DirectorVanessa Yu

Introduction

As university students, we ought to do something meaningful in order to enrich our experience and broaden our
horizon, while we still have the time. Luckily for me being the International ServiceDirector of this U A A €@Bir@t of
Rotaract Club, | was not only given the privilege to have a unique experiencein the Vietnam Friendship Village this
summer,but wasalso giventhe first taste of leadingaservicetrip .

The Vietnam Friendship Village is a facility founded by the retired US Vietham-American War veterans. With the
cooperation of severalcountries, this is the placeto healthe wounds of the Vietham War and lead a better future for the
victims of Agent Orange The journey was definitely a bumpy ride, yet | could safely assumethat all of us havelearnt a
ton during the process We were particularly inspired by the vibe of pure happinessin the village, with the laughter of
the children andthe love and care of the volunteers there. What we have seenhasundoubtedly challengedour ordinary
way of thinking and how we would think of our livesin the future.

Meeting the Director and Visiting the Village for the First Time

For the very first part of the trip, we met with the director of the
Village and had a brief idea of what it is and how it works. There are
basically the special education classroom, the life-skill training
classrooms and the vocational training classrooms The special
education classroomstarget kids with severeintellectual disability
who are not ableto comprehendmost knowledge. They canonly do
simple drawings and gameslike connecting dots. On the contrary,
kids with much milder disabilities could learn to cookin the life-skill
classrooms Some older ones will learn in the vocational training
classrooms The Village provides embroidery, craft-making, sewing
lessons and even computer lessons for them. On first glance,we
were all very shocked by the delicacy of their work. And after
hearing stories of how people from this village could find jobs and
set up companies of their own, even if it was for a very small
percentage,we were all very impressed of how their hard work

could changetheir lives.

LANG HUU NGHI VIET NAM &

VIETNAM FRIENDSHIP VILLAGE 2

=

Visiting Museums

Asyoung adults in Hong Kong,we hardly haveany chanceto talk about
wars and chemicalweapons,asthey are way too far from our daily lives.
Thus, during the second half of the day, we went to two famous
museumsin Hanoi, Vietnam. They include the Hoa Lo Prison Museum
and the Vietnam Military History Museum,which both could speakfor
the history of Vietnam. Boring asit may seemto some people, | believe
having certain backgroundinformation about our servicetargets before
meeting them is paramount. We needto know what to expectwhen we
interact with them. And asanticipated, we have acquired knowledge we
have never known before, which would not only contribute to the
service with the kids, but also how we look at the world. Such a
depressing yet unique topic has made us contemplate our very
fortunate lives and the waysof living.

Meeting at 7:00 p.m. every Monday at the Kowloon Cricket Clut; At
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Lessonswith Kids

We spent two mornings with the kids to experiencetheir daily lives. These kids were separated according to their
abilities. To grasp every opportunity to interact with them, we split up into groups of 4 and take turns to go to a
different classroom In the classroomsteaching more complicated skills, we were fascinatedby their delicate work and
to seewhat amazingthings they could do with hard work and dedication. On the other hand, in classroomsrequiring
fewer skills, we were bombardedwith the E E &x@ifement,yet energizedat the sametime. We havehad loads of fun.

Movement Classeswith Kids

Originally, we have already rehearsedthe gamesthat we have planned before the trip . Yet the reality hasshockedus
and made us worry about dealing with mentally disabled people. We were really fortunate to have volunteers from
Ireland, who have had 3 months of experienceinteracting with the kids already, to help us with the activities. For the
first afternoon, we simply followed the flow of the classto watch and learn. We,aswell asthe volunteers, joined in the
gamesto guide the kids. In the secondafternoon, there were no volunteers to help us. So,we used our experiencethe
day beforeto managethe gameswith the interpreter . Onthe final afternoon, we played gameswith the volunteers again
anddid asimple farewell dance

Farewell with Kids

During the last movementclass,we had our farewell dance We
used the simple dance routines we learnt during orientation
campsto dancewith the kids. The kids picked them up very
quickly. It was nice for all of us to have something nice as a
campfire dance to mark the end of this journey. After the
movementclass,we playedvolleyball with them. Whenwe said
our final goodbyes with the kids, it was a very emotional
experience for all of us, as we have grown attached to the
Villageandthe kids during these4 days.

Meeting at 7:00 p.m. every Monday at the Kowloon Cricket Clut”v'
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Meeting Veterans

In the meantime, we have one morning reserved for
meeting the Vietnam veterans who have all served as
soldiers for the Vietnam military during the Vietham War.
They havethe first-hand experienceabout what happened
then and afterwards. It was quite fascinating to hear
stories that we havenever heard before if we havenot paid
