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President’s Message
Francis Au

Dear fellow RCTP members,

Time flies! This is my last President's Message for Tai Post. It is my great honour to run the office of Rotary Club of Tai Po
in 2013 - 2014. We have a wonderful club. We all have the greatest support from our spouses and children. This makes
us unique and strong.
No matter how much “Thank You” I say, it won’t be enough to show my sincere and humble appreciation towards all of
you. Thank you so much for being there for me all the time.
Thank you for your trust and support! We have an extremely fruitful year filled with events, service, love, food, and
alcohol!!!
Together we made lots of history and had great memory.

Together - We archived 16 awards altogether
Together - We chartered 2 big Interact and Rotaract Clubs
Together - We consumed nearly 200 bottles of Whisky in this year (Of course 99% are Glenlivet)
Together - We celebrated Mid-Autumn Festival, CP's Birthday, Christmas, New Year's Eve, My 40th Birthday, Boat Ride,
and countless causal fellowship dinners
Together - We had eaten, drunk, and laughed a lot in Taipei and Macau together in our big and noisy Tai Po style
Together - We served over 200 youngsters and teamed up over 300 young people ready to serve our community
Together - We made ourselves proud of Rotary Club of Tai Po. We have earned ourselves a reputation of great fellowship
with lots of resources and ideas in District 3450.
Thank you for giving me such a great chance to lead the club. Tai Po is unique. A club with 23 years of history and meets
every single Monday. We should all be proud of CP Donald and all the Past Presidents' great work to get us where we are
today. Lots of respect to all Past Presidents!!! Thank you!!! In return, we should altogether do our part to move our club
forward, to foster future club leaders, and to lower average age of our members. This will be the best thing we can do to
thank Rotary Club of Tai Po.
I wish PE Natalie the very best in her “Light Up Rotary” year. Let’s hold hands together to support PE Natalie and make
ourselves proud of Rotary Club of Tai Po as always!!!
With lots of love,
Francis
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Editor Says … …
Claire Mak

The number of warnings and signals of the Hong Kong MTR (inside the cabins, at its stations, along its
walkways, beside the escalators …) may likely be the most in the world: be they visual signage or tri-lingual
announcements. It is as if big brother directs you to do this or warns you against doing that: mind the door
gap, walk and don’t run, hold the handrail, take care of the elderly and children, mind your toes, don’t keep
your eyes only on the mobile phones … … this, that and what not. They are so meticulously caring that you
felt the MTR had assumed we are all no brainers who would go delinquent without the warnings.

If this trend continues, there may come a day the warnings might include “No urinating”, “No farting”,
“Watch your back”, “Talk quietly” … etc. Even though the warnings meant well, I doubt their effect.
Actually they expose the management’s patriarch mentality: quick to
exert control on users to the extent of being condescending.

‘Patriarchy” seems to have permeated the fabric of our society and the railway management is just one
example. They are dominating and treat people as childish brats who need to be disciplined and managed;
but at the same time, they tend to ignore what the end users really ask for. See how the fares keep rising;
but one does not really see the service improving.
Rather than warning people what not to do; it may be mutually beneficial to see
what the target recipients should actually be encouraged to do. Look at our Strive
for the Summit graduates for instance. At the Closing Ceremony, they displayed a
sense of achievement and happiness which I take it were not there when they first
joined the scheme. For those not familiar with the Project, it is a ‘training’ scheme
for a group of delinquent (this may not be the most appropriate or politicallycorrect description) students in Form 2-3. Nothing seriously wrong or sinister about
them. They just lacked motivation in school and do not take to the curriculum
easily. What the Strive for the Summit course did was to instil positive ideas and a
sense of belonging to these students through different tasks and extra-curricular
learning. They are encouraged to develop their potentials outside the books and studies – dancing,
cooking … soft skills and even on-the-job experience. Give them opportunities to express themselves. Let
them shine. If, along the way, they pick up self-motivation and discipline; or even better, take to studying
on their own initiatives, that’s already an immense achievement.
We do not preach – well, even if we do, it won’t be listened to. We try to listen
to them and learn what these students really want. Get them the opportunities
to learn and to experience. Show them encouragement. We don’t need to say
much or do much propaganda. Just be there and be attentive. The results will
show. Of course, not all students of the Scheme change overnight; but at least
we have sown the seeds.
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Rotary Information
Peter Lam

Before we get the chance to hear stories from IPDG Kenneth or PP Wilson who went to
the RI Convention in Sydney, let’s take a look at the coverage from Rotary news.

ROTARY BREAKS RECORDS, PUTS POLIO ON
NOTICE AT SYDNEY CONVENTION
Rotary News 4-JUN-2014
Polio took a hit at this year's Rotary convention in Sydney,
Australia.
First there was the record-breaking climb across
the Sydney Harbour Bridge that raised enough money to
protect 240,000 kids from polio. On 30 May, two days
before the official opening of the convention, 340
participants ascended the bridge, eclipsing the record
previously held by Oprah Winfrey for most climbers on
the bridge. Waving 278 flags, they also broke the
Guinness World Record for most flags flown on a bridge.
During Friday's world record-breaking Sydney Harbour bridge climb,
Rotary members raised enough money to protect 240,000 kids from polio.

Then it was announced that the World’s Biggest
Commercial, Rotary's public awareness campaign for polio eradication, set a Guinness World Record for largest photo
awareness campaign. More than 100,000 people from 170 countries have uploaded their photos, including Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, Bill Gates, Archie Panjabi, Jackie Chan, and many more.

But the biggest news was the $101 million pledged to polio eradication. Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott opened
the convention on 1 June with a commitment from his government of $100 million to the PolioPlus campaign. Two days
later, Sir Emeka Offor, executive vice chair of Chrome Group, announced a $1 million gift to The Rotary Foundation to
help end polio.
"Scores of my friends and classmates fell victim to this dreaded disease," said Sir Emeka, who serves as Rotary's
PolioPlus ambassador in Nigeria. "As a young man I vowed that I would someday do something significant to end polio
in Nigeria."
While Rotary's work to end polio took center stage at the convention, it wasn't the only Rotary initiative getting attention
down under. Here are some highlights from the Sydney convention, which ran 1-4 June:
• Providing clean water. Collaboration and partnerships were emphasized at this year' World Water Summit, held 30
May. Global experts in clean water and sanitation urged attendees to join with the private sector, nongovernmental
organizations, and governments to work more efficiently and effectively.
• Empowering youth. Australian cricket star Brett Lee, founder of Mewsic, and Maya Ajmera, founder of the Global
Fund for Children and former Rotary Scholar, inspired attendees with their dedication to providing a better life for the
world's poorest children.
• Promoting peace. Mwila Chigaga, former Rotary Peace Fellow and gender specialist for African Regions at the
International Labour Organization, spoke to convention goers about ensuring decent work and equal opportunities for
men and women.
• Fighting disease. Renee Saunders, senior public health adviser for the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, stressed the importance of public-private partnerships in helping to achieve an AIDS-free generation.
Professor Martin Silink spoke of the challenges he overcame — with Rotary's help — to make diabetes a United
Nations resolution.
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District Training Assembly
Natalie Kwok

24 May was the 54th District Training Assembly (DTA) and
it was held at the Regal Airport Hotel, the host field of DGE
Belinda. We have a large team of delegates attending this
year, including , PDG Anthony, IPDG Kenneth, P Francis, PP
Peter, PP Louis, PP Wilson, VP Vicky, William, Roger, CM
and myself.

The DTA began with the opening remarks by DTA Chair
Allen Au, where he delivered chicken essence to every
participant, which is a set of one-page planning guide for
each club officer and committee chair. You may also
download them from the following link for your
use: http://rotary3450.org/download-area/
After the welcome address by DG Eugene Fong came the
high tide of the morning session before the morning break,
namely the presentation by DGE Belinda Yeung. To all who
know DGE Belinda you must agree with me that she is a
very efficient person, as demonstrated by how she could
achieve the followings in a 20 minutes timeslot of her
presentation, namely:
Did a warm-up exercise: “The Good We Do” – think of a
good thing that we are proud of
- Talked about Change, Time, New and Why;
- Introduced 1314 District Singing Group led by PP
Mahmood who led all participants to sing the new RI
Theme song “It’s A Rotary”;
- Introduced the new RI Theme – Light Up Rotary
- Briefly went through District Awards for 2014-15 (pocket
planner p.27);
- Briefly went through District Focus for 2014-15 (pocket
planner p.24)

Monthly Bulletin of Rotary Club of Tai Po (Jun 2014 Issue)

1.
Make Rotary Fun & Enjoyable
2.
Engage Families
3.
Enhance Rotary Public Image
4.
Grow Membership
5.
Ensure Effective Communications & Administration
6.
Develop Future Leaders
7.
Preserve Planet Earth
8.
Support The Rotary Foundation
- Played and learnt the Happy Clap

After the morning break I have the privilege to learn from
PDG David Harilela on public speaking and DGE Belinda on
how to be a great leader. After the morning break and
before lunch I attended a session on Planning Guide for
Effective Rotary Club and Develop Plans to support ‘Light
Up Rotary’ Focus. Other club members attended briefings
for the Roles and Responsibilities & Developing Goals and
Resources by Incoming District Committee Chairs, followed
by ‘Protocol Refresher ABC’ where PDG Anthony Hung
challenged your knowledge on RI protocols.

There were other announcements and presentation on
2014-15 District Budget in the afternoon. This was a very
informative and useful training for the incoming club
officers.
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潮看天空 Closing Ceremony

28 May, 2014 Patrick Fong

The closing ceremony of 潮看天空 project was held
on 26th May 2014 at N.T.H.Y.K. Tai Po District
Secondary School (新界鄉議局大埔區中學). We had
9 members joining the event including PDG Anthony
PP Jacky, PP Peter, PP Frankie, P Francis, VP Vikky,
William, Timmy and I. When we arrived, the
participants invited us to enjoy the coffee which was
prepared by them. One
boy explained to me
that the coffee beans
came from Indonesia
and demonstrated how
to prepare the coffee.

6 teachers from the School, Catherine, Kennis and
Wendy from The Salvation Army, 5 parents and over
20 alumni also joined the event. The social worker
from Salvation Army told us that the Alumni was set
up and some students graduated in 2008 and after
had joined in. It is very encouraging that some exstudents joined this ceremony to show their support.
When the ceremony started, some cupcakes were
displayed on the table. Ms. Lee, the Principal, told us
that 17 students participated in this coffee and
cupcakes training scheme.
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Principal Lee of N.T.H.Y.K. Tai Po District Secondary
School and Catherine of Salvation Army. Three
students shared their Pet shop working and rock
climbing experience. They showed appreciation of
the project and expressed how the trainings have
changed their outlooks to life.

The students were awarded with certificates of
participation and merits. What was more interesting
to the students was the subsequent lively
presentation by our old friend Kenneth So. It is
hoped that the students would be inspired to think
more about their future and form positive attitude to
life.

President Francis addressed the audience and delivered
words of encouragement to the students; so did
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Happy Drinking for 6,000 kids

in Ruyuan County, Shaoguan, Guangdong
Andy Li, Assistant Governor of Area 6

Ruyuan, a county of Shaoguan at North Guangdong Province, has been classified by the
Chinese Government as a poverty area for years, where the minority Yao Clan people
survive in the poorly irrigated mountains. Since 20 years ago, Rotary clubs from Area 6
have embarked poverty service projects there including building schools, health clinics,
aged homes etc. in addition to disaster relief operations when in need.
Moreover, clean and up to standard drinking water is always an important issue in these
lime stone areas, especially for the healthy growth of kids.
At Ruyuan Senior High School (RSH), 3,000+ students study and live in school while at
Ruyuan Primary School (RPS), there are 3,000+ day students. Supply of clean water has
always been a key concern to the schools. For example, due to lack of resources, RPS does
not provide water for students who have to bring water to school for the day’s
consumption. And if not enough, many students might buy very sub-standard bottled
drinks just outside the school – a serious threat to their health. At the RSH, water shortage
is always a problem, e.g. every student only entitles half bucket (2-3 gallons) of water for
bath. Drinking water is sometimes on ration basis. Often times they have to seek bottled
drinks to supplement their need.

With the water filter being imported from Australia, the installation work is done at site.
The project has now been completed that the water produced has been fully tested and
recognized by the authority as suitable for drinking.
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On 16 June 2014, DG Eugene Fong and AG Andy Li led a district delegation of 22 Rotarians
and friends to Ruyuan to officiate the launching ceremony. They celebrated the project
completion together with hundreds of benefited kids and local officials. All participants
experienced the high quality of water and the joy of service and fellowship in Ruyuan.

Since Area 6 clubs have already served in this area for years, some of the primary students
have even promoted to the senior schools and they all bear their Rotary memories since
early life. We are sure through this clean water project, the Rotary Image will be further
enhanced among students, teachers, and parents in both schools and also in the whole of
Ruyuan County. Most importantly, this project has effectively echoed the call of Rotary
International to solve water problem in the world.

Success of this project is surely the result of the support and hard work of many Rotarians.
Special thanks are due to the leadership of DG Eugene, AG Andy (Area6) and in particular
to PP Stanley Mok, PP Vincent Ng, PP Albert Poon (District Coordinator of Water Project)
and also the coordination by the Rotary Club of Hong Kong Sunrise.
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Club Visit to Rotary Club of
Hong Kong Harbour 5.6.2014
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Peter Lam

To keep up the good tradition of
mutual club visits between RC
Hong Kong Harbour and our
club which started a few years
ago, a club visit to RC Hong
Kong Harbour was organized on
5th June at Regal Hong Kong
Hotel. Our delegation led by
President Francis included PDG
Anthony, PE Natalie, VP Vikky,
PP Man, PP Peter, PP Frankie,
PP Tsubaki, PP Pearl, Caren and
new member CM Yu and some
of our spouses. RC Hong Kong
Harbour also welcomed us with their strong team led by President Dora Liu, DGE Belinda, CP Patrick
Poon and many PPs and members. The highlight of the dinner meeting was the keynote speech about
Beauty & Health Care by representatives from a Beauty Centre. Similar to previous years’ visits, their
club has specially arranged a “post-dinner” activity which was the “Cup-cake” making demonstration by
the hotel chef followed by try-outs by Rotarians and spouses. Wow, like last year in making rice
dumpling, our ladies members and spouses showed off their skill and talent and seem to have enjoyed a
good time . . . but President Francis seems to be more satisfied with sharing with all the participants the
whisky he had brought along . . .
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District Awards
Francis Au
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Dear all members,
Just a quick update. Your effort and support are being recognised with district awards.
Together we, Rotary Club of Tai Po, are given 16 awards including 3 GOLD awards, 7 SILVER awards,
and 2 BRONZE awards.
Our club is awarded with DISTINCTION for both Presidential Citation and District Awards.
Big hands to everyone especially to PDG Anthony, PP Peter, PP Claire, PP Ping, and IPP Ron. Their
efforts and contribution get us 3 GOLD awards as follows:
1. Club Bulletin - English
2. New Rotaract Club sponsorship
3. New Interact Club sponsorship
Thank you everyone.
Francis
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Rotary Club of SoHo
2nd Anniversary Dinner
24th May, 2014 (SATURDAY)
Spotlight Recreation Club, Hung Hom
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The Establishment of Rotaract Club of
Wu Yee Sun College, CUHK
Charter President Sunny Liu

The Inauguration ceremony of Rotaract Club of Wu Yee Sun
College was held on 23 May at Wu Yee Sun College. It was
a charter ceremony for RAC WYS. Moreover, RAC WYS is
the first university-based Rotaract Club sponsored by Rotary
Club of Tai Po. DG Eugene, DRC Silva, Rotarians and other
Rotaract representatives, nearly 100 guests showed up in this
ceremony. That night, the whole ceremony ran smoothly and
everybody had an enjoyable time. DG Eugene, DRC Silva,
President Francis and College Master Prof. Rance Lee gave
remarkable speeches which reminded us the spirit of Rotaract.
President Sunny also presented a touching speech about the
progress of establishing Rotaract Club for his College. Lastly,
congratulations to Rotaract Club of Wu Yee Sun College.
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Inauguration Ceremony of Wu Yee Sun College, CUHK
Claire Mak

This year, Rotary Club of Tai Po has been busy
giving birth to the next generation. After the
establishment of Interact Club of Tai Po Schools,
RCTP is happy to announce the birth of its
University-based Rotaract Club, the Rotaract
Club of Wu Yee Sun College, CUHK, the inauguration ceremony of which was held on 23rd May.
Our members attended in numbers and apart from greeting our new Rotaractors, their college staff and also
Rotarians and Rotaractors from other friendly clubs, we witnessed the swearing in of 14 enthusiastic youth
led by Charter President Sunny Liu. Just look at our Sun Seekers! You can be sure that in pursuit of the
ideals of service which echo their theme “Be Bright, Light Up Others’ Lives” they aim at reaching for the
sun!
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City Hunt
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Edward Cheung from Tsung Tsin Christian Academy

The day of the 3rd TTCA Interact Club’s City Hunt had finally come on 1st May. We had prepared a
lot for the game for more than a month. We are grateful that the game was a success with the support
of our mother club, Rotary Club of Tai Po.
We had planned a lot on the route and the challenges for our participants of the game. Participants
had to run through the different indoor and outdoor areas from New Territories to Hong Kong Island
such as Festival Walk, Hong Kong Central Library and the University of Hong Kong. The entire
game was full of difficulties and challenges such as complicated Maths questions, seeking answers in
a crowded mall in Shatin, or searching for a specific street in Causeway Bay.
City Hunt was so exciting that
our participants needed to
accomplish tasks as fast as they
could to compete for the
championship.
As a board
member of TTCA’s Interact
Club, the organiser, we are thankful that the game started on time, and ran smoothly. Although not
everything ran on schedule, it was a good opportunity for us to learn the importance of planning.
It was hot that day and there were a lot of participants who ran into stores to buy bottled water to cool
down. However, they all worked
closely together in order not to
spend too much time on things
which might hinder progress.
Some groups even separated
themselves to work out different
tasks at the same time. How
smart our schoolmates are!
In conclusion, we enjoyed both planning and playing this game very much. We also took a beautiful
group photo at the last checkpoint which marked the successful closing of this game.
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Youth Clubs
Gathering
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17 May 2014, Students’ Activity Centre, Tsung Tsin Christian Academy
Claire Mak

A “Next Generation Gathering” comprising all of our new
generation clubs (2 Rotaract Clubs + 2 Interact Clubs +
RCTP) was held on the Saturday afternoon of 17th May for
everybody to get to know each other.
At the ring of the bell
by
President
Iki,
Rotaractor Yuky who
was the superb MC of
the day, announced
the start of the event
and, as a warm-up,
invited everyone to
sing the Rotaract
Song.

Then IAC TTCA’s President Elton and his 3 members
recounted the fun in and difficulties of organizing the City
Hunt on 1 May and also gave us a preview of the 2
activities in the pipeline: Visiting Ronald McDonald House
and Beach Clean-up both scheduled for July.

Rotaract Club of Tai Po took the lead in organizing this gathering
with Rotaract Club of Wu Yee Sun College, CUHK; Interact Club of
Tsung Tsin Christian Academy and Interact Club of Tai Po Schools
joining in. We, members of RCTP, were there to meet and greet the
energetic youth and shared the fun.

Then, RCTP President Francis said a few words of encouragement
before President-Elect Sunny Liu of RAC WYS College introduced
his club and asked his board members who were present that day to
introduce themselves one by one. He also reminded us of the then
forthcoming Inauguration.

Last but most informative was
RAC Tai Po’s recount of past
events of the year and in
particular, what they had
learned at the Project for the
Refugees.
It is unfortunate that we did not get to hear President Bosco of IAC
Tai Po Schools as none of the Interactors attended. Only teacher-incharge, Ms. Chow stood in for them.

After these ‘briefings’ came the Ice-breaking games when we were divided into 4 groups to do tasks designed to facilitate getting to
know each other within a short time. We had had good fun and did get to know each other a little bit better.

Small group discussions
followed whereby the
mixed groups discussed
matters of interest and
further got to know each
other.
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Regular Meeting
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19 May 2014

Students from Tsung Tsin Christian
Academy reported to us about their
major project of the Year- City Hunt.

Senior School Development Officer
Victor Kwok and his colleague spoke
to us about The Business-School
Partnership Project

Tsung Tsin Interactors: President Elton
and VP Edward and also Teacher-incharge Frank Lam were welcomed at
the meeting

PP Louis won from Sergeant KF the
raffle gift of an Air-purifying gadget
which also functions to deter insects.

IPDG Kenneth recounted his Journey
in Rotary and reminisce the good old
times.

For a change – Sergeant KF, who was
late, was given the red box and fined
by acting Sergeant Timmy.

26 May 2014

Speaker Dr. Kam Ho recounted the
early days of the Stand Tall project in
Sichuan and updated us on the current
development including the evolvement
of a number of the young patients.

Red Box from Club Whip PP Man for
asking, time and again, what the raffle
gift was when it had been repeated a
few times.

The special ceramic cup given by Pres.
Francis, allegedly capable of making
water taste better, was won by PP
Jacky.
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Representatives from YWCA Ellen Li District Elderly Community Centre signed a service
partnership agreement with RCTP, thus sealing commitment from both sides about elderly
service in the coming Rotary year.

Old friend Kenneth So spoke
(‘repeated’ may be more apt) to us
what he told the students of Strive
for the Summit at their Closing
Ceremony.

9 June Club Assembly

Acting Sergeant Jimmy welcomed back IPP Ron by
handing him the red box.

VP Vikky conducted the meeting and Club Assembly on
behalf of Pres. Francis who was out of town on the day.

PP Wilson was the lucky raffle draw winner of a good
bottle of wine from William

PE Natalie spoke about the Annual Ball and previewed
the plans for next year.
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May Winners
(100% attendance):

FRANCIS AU,
CAREN CHAN,
PATRICK FONG,
ANTHONY HUNG,
NATALIE KWOK,
PETER LAM,
WILSON LAM,
CLAIRE MAK,
ROGER SO,
JACKY SUNG,
VIKKY TAM,
LOUIS TANG,
KENNETH WONG,
FRANKIE WU,
WILLIAM YIM

Day

Time

Upcoming Events

Event

Venue

4 Jul
(Fri)

7:00 pm

District Installation

Grand Ballroom,
Regal Airport Hotel

14 Jul
(Mon)

7:00 pm

Regular Meeting
Members from RC Makati San
Lorenzo, D3830 Philippines will visit
our club

Royal Garden Hotel,
TSTE

% of attendance of
regular meetings
(inclusive of make ups)
Average attendance: 68.05%
5 May
12 May
19 May
26 May

69.1%
62.5%
71.85%
68.75%

In May
Chief Editor :
Claire Mak

David Chan
Sasha Chu
Ronald Chung
Sincere Yip
Patrick Yung

June

The Editorial Board :
Peter Lam,
Ronald Chung &
Francis Au

13th David Chan
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Got something to say?

Tai Post wants to hear from
you.
Write
in
to
claire.mak@rctaipo.org

Tai Post reserves the right to
edit articles for length and
clarity.

