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President’s Message
Ronald Chung
Being the President…
An Honor
In my father’s generation, it’s the highest of 
honor to be the leader of a club – everyone 
gives you face!  
Being the president of the Rotary Club of Tai 
Po is, of course, an honor.  The position is 
expected to lead a very well respected club in 
the district, with many experienced PPs, and 
enthusiastic members.  I don’t know if I 
deserve the honor.  

A Challenge
This coming year is a particularly special one 
for the club and its president.  In a year which 
the Rotary Club of Tai Po is the DG club, a lot of 
our members have the honor as well as the 
challenge to double up and serve the district.  
This provides tremendous opportunities and 
challenges to our members and the club – we 
are not one of the district clubs anymore, we 
are THE district’s club.  I hope we can come out 
of this together savoring the satisfaction of 
meeting the challenge.    

Profitable Lessons
Since the nomination to be the president, I 
have been given many opportunities to learn 
my role as the clubs’ next leader and I have 
learned a lot.  

I have learned a lot with my fellow “PEs” (now 
presidents.)  They are a great bunch.  My social 
circle has, as a result, been expanded – I 
profited from this opportunity.  

I have learned a lot with the organizing of the 
ball.  I have always known that leaders need 
the support of others to be successful.  I feel it 
deeply in the previous months.  I am very 
moved by the support from IPP Tsubaki, our 
one and only PDG Tony and Mary, PP Wilson 
(and Wanda, of course,) PP Jacky (and 
Cynthia,) Caren, Vikky, PP Man and, last but 
not the least, PP Pearl.  You’ve made me feel 
the privilege that a leader enjoys – not the 
privilege of getting a car park reserved for me, 
but getting your strong support– I profited 
from this opportunity.  Thank you.

As I have always mentioned, my favorite line in 
the Rotary song is ‘he profits most who serves 
the best.” In front of you all, I certainly cannot 
claim to have served the best, but I certainly 
felt that I’ve profited most, including your 
trusting me to the presidency of the club.
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An Obama Quote – Not what your position is, 
but what you do with the position

As leader, I am supposed to come up with a 
plan for the club for the coming year.  I shall 
try to build a year of strong fellowship and 
service. 

Most of us joined the club, not just because of 
the opportunity to serve the community, but 
because a friend asked us to, and mine was PP 
Man.  In addition, I feel particularly lucky 
joining the club at the time, as the president 
then PP Ken is now DG Ken.  The president 
that followed is also a particularly good friend 
– PP Charles.  Then, there’s the then DGE 
Anthony.  The importance of fellowship, 
clearly, cannot be understated.  

I’d like us to continue to have strong 
fellowship.  I’d like our theme nights to 
continue and be stronger. IPP Tsubaki has 
spread the theme night to include a lot of our 
Rotary friends. I would hope our IPP next year 
can help me to continue that success.  I’d like 
our fellowship to spread to our mother club, 
sister clubs and baby clubs.    

We have our 1,000th meeting in my year. I’d 
like this meeting to be a joint meeting with 
family – our rotary family with mother club, 
sister club and baby clubs.  I wonder if PP 
Peter can help make this one memorable by 
helping us make some quality T-shirts.

When I was President Elect, I have been 
frequently reminded that Rotary is not ONLY 
about fellowship.  I agree wholeheartedly.  We 
do not stay at Rotary because of our F&B.  We 
stay because our group as a whole serves in a 
meaningful manner.  I enjoy service – it 
opened my mind and my heart.  I believe that 
service will make our affiliation with each 
other stronger.  

At the international level, the emphasis, as 
you know, is PEACE.  

At the district level, the emphasis this year 
includes Economic and Community 
Development, or poverty alleviation and 
water.

I am looking for your support in all three areas 
in the form of 3 joint projects with our 8 clubs 
in Area 6. The Area 6 clubs have already met 
and, under the leadership of AG Wendy, 
proposed 3 projects. 

1. A PEACE project sponsoring a youngster
Jan 25 – 27, 2013.  

2. A water project to provide clean water 
with the guidance of PP Albert Poon under
the District Water Purification Project, and

3. A career expo for high school students
Beyond these, I am proposing our looking into 
joining the district to go to National 
Immunization Day in India this year as Polio is a 
key project at the Rotary International level.
At the regional level, PP Braces from our sister 
club, RC Taipei has proposed to us a potential 
matching grant project building wells in 
Cambodia.  His proposal is for us to get 3 PHFs.  
I would like to make working with our sister 
club a priority, making it an opportunity to get 
closer to our sister club and its members.  For 
this year, I would also like to propose a club 
visit to our sister club, in addition to our 
annual visit to them during their Charter night 
in October.  I paid them a visit recently and 
learned so much about them.  I have also 
made a few new friends there, as a result.   
At the local level, I would like to seek your 
support to expand our relationship and work 
with the Hong Kong Child and Youth Services 
who works locally in our own community of Tai 
Po.   PP Jacky and I were out with them at night 
visiting and talking to youths. We were 
extremely impressed by the wonderful jobs 
they have been doing with very limited 
resources.  I think they can use more support 
from us.  I shall invite them to visit us at our 
meeting and I shall see if it is appropriate for 
us to ask them to set us up a visit with them to 
better understand their operation.  
We shall, of course, continue to explore how 
we improve our work and how we work more 
effectively with our partners on all of our 
existing programs, including Star Reaching, 
Shining Face, Strive for the Summit, Sunshine 
Teens.  
For the Foundation, the work has been clearly 
cut out for us, with DG Ken looking at 4 PHFs
for the Water Purification Project and our 
sister club looking at 3 PHFs. If we were to 
fulfill both, we are looking at 7 PHFs.  Let’s see 
if PP Louis can work his magic and meet the 
challenge.

The Coming Year
The agenda above is challenging, but very 
doable with everyone’s support.  Please join 
me towards a great Rotary year for the Rotary 
Club of Taipo. 
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Claire Mak
Editor Says … …

“Change is in the Air” is the apt description of the 
recent sentiment.  We are able to escape the ONE as 
we go MAD now! 

Our club’s own change-over took place just two days 
after the Annual Ball and was by all account, much 
more enjoyable than the Ball.  A lively recount of the 
past year’s achievements plus a dignified yet 
cheerful installation ceremony with exquisite food 
(at the Michelin Starred Ming Court), good friends 
and an abundance of champagne and wines marked a 
cheerful end to the Tsubaki reign and the start of the 
Ron era.  Frankly, I have not seen Mrs. Tsubaki
(Connie) happier or more relieved!  Thanks Tsubaki
and Ron for the generous treat! 
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the installation of our very own MAD leader Ken and 
his team is memorable, dignified and of course, 
different!  If members had not gone MAD that night 
with all the free flowing whisky and wines, then they 
must have gone wild by the superb Yip’s Children 
Choir performance; or the sudden drape drop which 
revealed the Dream and MAD teams; or the intriguing 
singing by AG Wendy and our PE Francis; or 
Tsubaki’sNobody dance! What a night! 

The changes do not stop here.  Pres. Ron had, with the 
assistance of Natalie and Tsubaki, reshuffled the 
Membership Team grouping and had thus set in 
motion a new round of Team co-operation with 
Theme Nights and lots of fellowship to look forward 
to.  Everyone, make sure you know which team you 
belong to and who’s your leader.

And on the administrative side, Pres. Ron is making a 
new attempt and will be holding the board meetings 
on Saturdays or at times, before the regular meetings.  
Let’s see how these changes fare.

Of all the changes, however, some things remain 
constant.  The unity of RCTP, the strong family 
bondage and the endless fellowship will stay on.  
These are the cornerstones of our club and will not be 
eroded by any change 

The other change is of course the more demanding 
District Changeover which is of a much grander 
scale.  Our very own DG Ken stresses the need to 
Make A Difference; and that’s what he calls his team 
– the MAD team.  Yours truly is the District 
Installation Party Chair and have enlisted quite a few 
from RCTP to help out. We are tasked to make sure 
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Peter Lam

Since the Japan 311 Earthquake Disaster last year, I have shown you a few articles about Rotary relief efforts in Japan; but I think 
the continuous effort by Rotary deserves an update, especially under new RI President Sakuji Tanaka.

Japan Recovery Fund helps communities rebuild
By Diana Schoberg The Rotarian -- July 2012  

In ghost towns lying in the shadow of Japan’s Fukushima nuclear power plant, cows and dogs roam 
the streets. 

Buses and cars sit atop buildings, washed there by the tsunami that hit the country’s northeastern 
coast on 11 March 2011. Debris mars the landscape. 

When Kazuhiko Ozawa, Rotary Foundation trustee and chair of the Rotary East Japan Earthquake 
Recovery Fund Committee, talks about the Rotary-led recovery efforts in the region, his smile masks 
the heaviness he feels. To deal with the new reality, he says, he must persuade himself to be upbeat.

Providing comfort

Many people affected by the disaster are also coping with difficult emotions, and Rotarian projects have begun to help them. 
Initially, Ozawa says, funding proposals focused on urgent necessities – food, shelter, clothing. With time, the work has shifted from 
meeting physical needs to offering emotional support; projects have provided help lines, counselors, and libraries where orphaned 
children can find comfort.

“We found out that people were depressed. Some wanted to commit suicide,” he says. “They had lost hope.”

The Rotary Japan 2011 Disaster Recovery Fund collected nearly $8 million by the time the fund closed on 30 June. A little over $1 
million went to Matching Grants in the months immediately after the earthquake and tsunami. Since 1 July 2011, the fund has been
managed by Ozawa’s committee and has supported more than 160 projects. 

The disaster recovery fund covers 25 percent of a project’s cost; clubs and districts are responsible for raising the rest. Ozawa 
expects that the efforts supported by the fund will have a total impact of $32 million. (Sister clubs and districts in other countries 
have funded other projects on their own.) The six committee members, all of whom are Rotarians in Japan, cover their own meeting
and travel costs.

Projects have supplied schools with items including radiation counters and, in a city where the tsunami destroyed warehouses full of 
(now rotting) fish, screens to keep flies out. Rotarians have purchased medical equipment for hospitals and vehicles to deliver 
supplies, remove debris, and provide transportation. 

Getting back to work

They are helping residents get back to work by giving new tractors, greenhouses, and dairy cattle to farmers; building a temporary 
chamber of commerce in one city to help businesspeople map out their recovery efforts; and purchasing fishing nets to replace those 
that had washed away. The fishermen were so grateful, Ozawa says, they gave Rotarian volunteers the first fish they caught. 

“There are countless examples like this,” he says.  In Japan, Ozawa says, the tradition of Rotary has been a philosophical one. 

“You talk about the ideal of Rotary, the object of Rotary, or the vocational ethics, those kinds of things,” he says. “This disaster, 
although it was unfortunate, has awakened people to what they can do.”

In one city, he knows of four clubs that thought they would disband after the disaster.   “But when they saw people from all over the 
world contributing money and trying to support them, they changed their minds.”
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Rotary Information  

Among other projects, the 
recovery fund replaced nets that 
had washed away, allowing 
fishermen to get back to work.
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Area 6 Joint Water Project 
in Qing Yuan 清新縣太和鎮回瀾中學

Date: 2nd July 2012
Masayuki Tsubaki

Participants:
AG Frederick Ng
RC-Shatin President Patrick Chan and PP Daisy Cheung
RC-HK Sunrise President Vincent Yip
RC-Hong Kong Channel Islands Bee Chan
RC-Tai Po President Masayuki Tsubaki and son Kazuyuki Tsubaki
RC-NT President Rodney Chan
RC-Kwai Chung President Samuel Yau and Mrs. Yau

Searching for clean source of drinking water has always been an issue for the unfortunate ones. According to the Thirst 
Project, over 1.1 billion human beings do not have access to clean water. The lack of clean water leads to the death of 
over 4,500 children everyday. There are tons of charities and organizations that focus their efforts toward the future 
generations. Rotary Club of Tai Po is no stranger in this field either. 

On 2 July 2012, I was honored to participate in the opening ceremony for the Water Filtration System that we have 
funded in Qingyuan, Guandong. The round trip took around eight hours to complete, yet the reward was worth every 
single second of it.

During the meeting with the school officials, Principal Wong gave a warm welcome speech. He emphasized the passion 
that Rotary Clubs in Hong Kong are very unique.  He mentioned a couple projects that Rotary Clubs conducted in the 
past such as sponsoring cheiloschisis (Cleft Lip and Palate) surgeries. He repeatedly praised our determination towards 
bettering the future generation.

With 1167 students to educate in their current roster, Principal Wong told us about a possible expansion to 3000 
students in a year or two.  With the water filtration system installed, we hope that the students can finally put their 
focus on academia and continue to excel China’s potential in the future.

After this trip, I realize that there are many resources in the world that we have taken for granted. Having seen the 
impact that a simple filtration system can make, all of us from Hong Kong should be blessed for the fact that it is the 
least of our concerns. As this trip has concluded my role as the President, I would like to say that I am proud to be in this 
Rotary family.  We will continue to work with people who are dedicated in educating and helping the future of our 
world.
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Sincere YipPatrick Yung

WilliamYimAda Wu Louis Tang W Ping Leung

Masayuki Tusbaki
Kenneth WongNatalie KwokPeter Lam 

Vikky TamJacky SungRon ChungTimmy Kwong

Armstrong SheaRoger So Sasha ChuManabu Kiyama

Patrick Fong
Claire MakCaren ChanPearl Dang

David ChanAnthony HungFrancis Au
Paul Chan 

Frankie Wu(Captain)
Man Mo Leung(Captain) 

Dennis Lo(Captain)
Wilson  Lam(Captain)

Team 4Team 3Team 2Team 1
2012-2013 Membership Grouping

RCTP golf day 22 June 2012
We all had great fun on the RCTP Golf Day on 22 June even though this was not an official RCTP 
tournament but a Pre-Ball fellowship event.  Unfortunately, our sister & mother clubs were unable 
to join us. Special thanks to KL (Kwai Chung) and Japanese friends of IPP Tsubaki for joining us!  
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ROTARY CLUB OF TAI PO BALL  ON JUNE 23, 2012 
“TRAVEL THROUGH TIME”
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On 24 June we had Fellowship Lunch in the Chinese restaurant at 
Regal Kowloon Hotel, with PP Ampo and Rotarian Felice from RC-
Taipei; PE Tom and Rotarian Cindy from RC-Taipei Diamond and also 
Toby Allen who sang nice songs at our Annual Ball.

We had 2 tables, with some champagnes and red wines. All of us had 
a good time and enjoyed this opportunity for more fellowship, and I
think they have felt the warmth from us. We have promised to join 
the Annual Ball of RC-Taipei on 8 Oct. See you again in Taipei!!
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POST BALL FELLOWSHIP LUNCH 
ON 24.6.2012
Masayuki Tsubaki

潮看潮看潮看潮看 Teen 空空空空 Closing Ceremony at 李興貴中學李興貴中學李興貴中學李興貴中學
on 28.06.2012

Samantha Fan

Reapplying the success from 大埔鄉議局中學 Internship 
program, we organised another one for 李興貴中學 on June 
28, 2012.   It marked another success and the internship 
industries cover Retailing, Pet service, Hair Salon, Office 
administration and Catering. 

Guess what the student was 
doing? (Ans: taking sample 
photo for Wilson's premium 
accessory)

Were they working in Kitchen?  
(Ans: they are managing the 
stocks for Dennis' outdoor 
furniture)

This year『潮看teen空』has come to a closing with the 
ceremony held in 李興貴中學. All the students gave 
their appreciation to the social workers, teachers and 
Principal by expressing their emotions on a plain T-sheet.

Special thanks to Donald, Dennis, Francis, Anthony, Wilson, Wanda for their support on the internship program.

At your Service
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RCTP Installation 
on 25 June 2012 at Ming Court, Langham Place Hotel
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Fresh faces of RCTP 2nd 
generation 

RCTP ladies flanked newly installed 
President Ron

Tsubaki chaired this last 
meeting 

Welcome AG Frederick 
and your red-box donation 

RCTP installed its 
“Thailand President” Sasha

Lucky winners!

Rotaryannes would not let 
go of Dennis before he 
downed his glass of wine  

RCTP backbone 

DGE Kenneth installed 
Pres. RonFresh PHF Vikky receiving 

the certificate from AG 
Frederick and our TRF 
Chair Louis 

Ron installed Tsubaki as the 
Immediate Past President 

Sergeant Vikky in action

The New “Ron” Team

President Flora (LKF) and 
President Daniel (Central) 
joined our installation

CP Donald and Anne 
graced the occasion despite 
hectic schedule; so did 
singer Toby Allen

Singing and more singing

Tsubaki delivered his vote of 
thanks to members and spouse  

Pearl promoted the lucky 
draw tour ticket
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The District Installation Party At HKCEC on 13.7.2012
Make A Difference Through Peace

Claire Mak

13th July 2012 marks a memorable evening for all incoming and outgoing Presidents and Rotary leaders.

DG Kenneth stresses the need to Make A Difference and calls his 2012-13 team the MAD team to emphasize this idea. As a result, 
the very first District Event of this Rotary year: the District Installation Party was, by design, very different.

The Party was light-hearted but was executed with ample dignity. Guest of Honour Dr. the Hon. Ko Wing Man spoke kindly of the 
works of Rotary and reported on the current health and poverty problems in Hong Kong.  He has given us good pointers for services 
in the coming years.  

When our very own DG Kenneth delivered his address, we were filled with high hopes for the future.  Didn’t you say “wow!” when 
the stage drape dropped all of a sudden and all presidents were brought before you?  Naturally, the highlight of the evening was
when Presidents, immediate past and incumbent, were accorded with due recognition when they performed the changeover 
ceremony Area by Area at the stage front. 

The performances that evening were also outstanding. The Yip’s Children Choir gave first class singing and dancing and mesmerized 
all audience.  They demonstrated lively agility and tranquil peacefulness all in one setting!  Three cheers to Sincere and Kelly.  
Similarly, the performances by Assistant Governor Wendy Lee and our PE Francis Au were out of this world. The Dream Team 
presidents’ “Nobody” dance raked non-stop cheers: hey, our IPP Tsubaki was really Somebody!! Pres. Ron joined his fellow MAD 
presidents and sang along, seizing everybody’s attention.  No one could resist but sang along.

Since when had RCTP showed such unity? I think we have to look back at last Disney District Conference.  With ubiquitous booze 
and non-stop entertainment, I hope you have enjoyed an exciting and memorable start to the New Rotary year of having “Peace 
through Service”! 

Continue
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Youth Corner  Youth Corner  
“Expect the Unexpected” - My Mongolia Experience

Stanley Siu
Mongolia, as a part of District 3450, 
is somehow mysterious to many of 
us. Despite the relatively short 
geographical distance (4.5 hours by 
flight), Hongkongers have little idea to 
this piece of grassland other than the 
history of Genghis Khan and Ger 
(Mongolian tent). In fact, it has 
undergone drastic transformation 
since 1990. Having more than 60% of 
the 3.1-million population under the 
age of 30, Mongolia thrives with 
ample mineral deposits and 
agricultural industry. The 17.3% 
GDP growth in 2011 has brought the 
title “Wolf Economy” to the country.
I made a trip to Mongolia with four 
past Rylarians this summer to 
participate in the RYLA camp and 
Rotaract activities. The 11-day 
experience was a blend of physical 
challenge, cultural exchange and 
friendship, which echoed precisely 
the motto in my travel book – “Expect 
the Unexpected”.
Mongolian RYLA Camp

The 4-day camp which took place in 
Khustain Nuruu National Park was 
designed to enhance team building in 
Nomadic style. Participants hiked to 
the camp site at dawn and undertook

RYLA camp group photo

Photo with RYLA Organising 
Committee

a series of group tasks including ger
building, and backwoods cooking. The 
programme was quite physically
demanding as the temperature in 
daytime could hit 35 degrees! Our 
Hong Kong Rylarians were impressed by 
their dedication and will power. We also 
tried traditional Mongolic games such 
as archery and ankle bone shooting 
game. This first ever RYLA camp in 
Mongolia was even covered on local TV 
channel and the interview of one of our 
Hong Kong Rylarians was aired.

The programme highlight was the 
handover ceremony which signified the 
installation of all Rotaract Clubs in 
Mongolia as well as the completion of 
RYLA camp. 

RYLA camp group tasks

Handover Ceremony.

Club visits
We visited RAC Ulaanbaatar and RAC 
National University of Mongolia after 
RYLA. Mongolian Rotaractors actively 
engaged themselves in community 
issues and put considerable effort in 
aiding orphanage and kids with 
Down syndrome. We were also invited 
to the meeting of Rotary Club of 
Ulaanbaatar and witnessed the 
installation of Ganzorig Tsend, the 
youngest President in the District.

Rotary Club of Ulaanbaatar: (left)
DDRC IPP Altansuvd and Pres. 
Ganzorig

At the meeting of Rotary Club of 
Ulaanbaatar

Besides, I sat in the Rotaract Joint 
Presidents Meeting and appreciated 
their vision in enhancing the 
standing of Rotaract in society and 
joint-club fund raising initiative.

At Rotaract Joint Presidents Meeting

Over 100 Rotaractors and Rotarians 
were overwhelmed by exquisite 
cultural performances, traditional 
feast and a disco party (real one, 
seriously!) in the wild

Continue
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Youth Corner  Youth Corner  
The Mock Court Subcommittee of the Rotary Adopt A School Committee organized a Mock Court Workshop 
on 7 July 2012 at ELCHK Lutheran Secondary School at No 52, Waterloo Road, Kowloon. DG Kenneth Wong, 
PDG Anthony Hung and Dsitrict Court Registrar Clement Lee were the officiating guests. 8 students from TTCA 
registered and were allowed to join both the workshop & trial.  Let's see how they perform at the coming 
trial.

Mock Court Workshop on 7.7.2012

Khustain Nuruu National Park

Khangai National Park

I was able to try many traditional 
dishes with the friends’ guidance. 
Mongolia does not have a diverse 
choice of ingredients compared to 
Hong Kong, but they have their own 
way to make the most out of the 
few. Here are some classic dishes:-

�Airag - fermented horses milk with
alcohol content similar to beer
� Aaruul – cheese-like dried curds; 
served as snack
�Khuushuur –
large size of fried 
dumpling stuffed 
with ground beef/
mutton, onion and 
spices

�Suutei Tsai – salted 
milk tea which can 
also be served with 
rice and meat

Local Travel & Food
My experience in Mongolia was 
enhanced by the warm welcome of 
local Rotaractors. Without their time 
and heart, I could not have the 
opportunity to see some breath-
taking scenes like Terelj National 
Park, Khangai National Park, 
Chinggis Khan Statue and many 
museums. In particular, I am really 
grateful to DDRR Becky and his 
family for offering homestay for my 
entire trip. The grassland and blue 
skies were exceptionally beautiful, 
yet the traffic was quite restricted by 
construction works throughout the 
country.

�Khorkhog – large pieces of meat 
and vegetables cooked in a milk 
can with the help of pre-heated 
stones; served at important 
occasions



DG Kenneth at the RCTP tableAG Wendy (Shatin) Pres Michael (NT) and DG 
Kenneth

The Area 6 Team

President Michael of RCNT and our President 
Ron. Chung

Welcome back PP Charles!Ron's son joining our meeting
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19 June 

Regular Meeting

9 July visiting RCNT at its installation
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RCTP celebrating with RCNT on their installation 

Lucky draw winner Jacky



June Winners  
(100% attendance):

Francis Au, Caren Chan, 
Ronald Chung, Pearl Dang, 
Patrick Fong, Anthony 

Hung, Natalie Kwok, Peter 
Lam, Wilson Lam, Ping 
Leung, Dennis Lo, Claire 
Mak, Man Mo Leung, 
Armstrong Shea, Jacky 
Sung, Vikky Tam, Louis 
Tang, Masayuki Tsubaki, 

Kenneth Wong, 
William Yim

% of attendance of 
regular meetings 

(inclusive of make ups) 
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Chief Editor : 
Claire Mak
The Editorial Board : 
Peter Lam & Ronald Chung & Francis Au
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Got something to 
say?

Tai Post wants to hear 
from you.  Write in to 
claire.mak@rctaipo.org

Tai Post reserves the 
right to edit articles for 
length and clarity.

Upcoming Events
Day Time Topic Venue

Regal Kowloon Hotel, TST EastIn-house speaker7:00 p.m.30 July 12 (Mon)

Regal Kowloon Hotel, TST EastDG Visit7:00 p.m.27 Aug 12 
(Mon)

Regal Kowloon Hotel, TST EastPresentation by TTCA on Lianzhou trip7:00 p.m.6 Aug 12
(Mon)

3/F, Victoria Room Regal HK HotelRotaract Advisor Forum1:00 p.m.4 Aug 12
(Sat)

4 June    73%
11 June   70%
18 June   80%
25 June   90%

Average attendance:  
78%

“July”
Ada Wu        16th
Armstrong 
Shea 28th 

Manabu Kiyama, 
Patrick Yung

in June        

RCTP Achievement in 2011-12
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