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President’s Message
Natalie Kwok

Traditionally, September is a good month for travel as the 
peak season during summer vacation has gone and the 
weather is fine, being after the mid – Autumn with refreshing 
atmosphere. It is a bit unusual that we still encountered a 
typhoon signal eight hoisted in mid-September which put off 
our meeting on 15 Sep.

As I said September is a good month for travelling, I note quite
a number of members have gone on tours abroad. For 
example, PP Claire has an enjoyable tour with her parents to 
France. Besides, our international service chair PP Tsubaki
together with his team, including PP Man, IPP Francis and PP 
Wilson have organised a visit for our club members to 
celebrate the 66th Charter Anniversary on 4 Oct of our long 
time sister club Rotary Club of Taipei. Our delegation 
comprised 18 members + spouses + children from our club, 
together with 7 members and spouses from our baby club RC 
Central. The theme of RC Taipei was Gatsby-esque and we 
have a wonderful evening. Besides, we have also attended 
the 6th Charter Anniversary of Rotary Club of Taipei Diamond 
(a baby club of RC Taipei) on 3 Oct, with their theme being 
Tropical Island. There is a more thorough report from our 
International Service Chair PP Tsubaki.

Other than joining the RC Tai Po delegation to Taipei, my 
husband and I also visited France and Italy. This is a 
wine tour planned some months ago and I was our first 
long trip after our son was born. I am glad to be able to 
appreciate many different kind of good wines. I have 
brought some bottles of special “yellow wines” for 
sharing in one of our club members later.

I regret to say that it is the first time as president that I 
have missed two consecutive meetings of RC Tai Po. In 
this regard I am most appreciative of VP William and 
other club officers who have shouldered up to run the 
regular meetings on 22 and 29 Sep and to hold the board 
meeting on 22 Sep. Furthermore, I was unable to join 
the installation ceremony of our Rotaract Club (RAC Tai 
Po) on 21 Sep. Fortunately, quite a number of members 
attended to show support, including PDG Anthony, PP 
Peter, PP Ping, PP Claire, PP Louis, PP Ron and KF. I 
would take this opportunity to show my greatest 
appreciation for your support.

Last but not least, I know some of you may, like myself, 
be frustrated by the endless bombardment of messages 
and news relating to the recent social movement, 
including the threats and actual movement of 
“unfriend”. For this I would like to share with you a very 
good guide-dance of judgement to help myself remain 
calm and cool in mid of this period, namely the 4-Way 
Test:

1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 

concerned?



Editor Says … …
Claire Mak
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Can public relations (or public image) really be taught?  I raise this query not to challenge those PR personnel or 
professors who teach the subject in corporations or universities; but as RCTP’s Public Image Chair (well, for a 
number of years now) I have an inkling that I could have done better (or not), especially in the light of two recent 
incidents: the ice bucket challenge phenomenon and the unfortunate MTR stray dog incident which has become a 
full-blown crisis.

The ice-bucket challenge has died down and I think the idea has evolved into something else like the counting 
daily blessings.  But I am sure the ice-bucket challenge will become a PR precedent for teaching material.  The 
idea is actually chain-letter like but as it involves celebrities world-wide, its level escalated.  Celebrities not only 
donated money, they spread the challenge and had mentioned time and again the good cause they were after: 
ALS awareness.  At least I was made aware of this disease solely upon learning of this challenge.   It got 
publicity, it got recognition and it raised necessary funds.

Some of the people who took on the challenge 
created fancy sound bites.  Some infused knowledge 
into the challenge.  Some did it in an unexpected 
manner like the university vice chancellor challenging 
the student union president to follow suit. Even the ice 
and the water used could be something to work on 
like using water collected from dehumidifier to spread 
environmental friendliness ideas.  Charlie Sheen 
drowned himself with bankrolls to encourage direct 
money donation.  Also, within standard challenge 
frames, people are free to interpret the act.  Some 
squealled at the chilly ice; others took the challenge at 
ease and they could keep on speaking … real natural 
PR people.

At the other end of the spectrum, big corporation MTR which has its own PR team, had 
its image tarnished over the incident of stray dog being ran-over.  At first, the news 
reported that an MTR staff was hurt.  That seemed to have portrayed an unfortunate 
accident when MTR had done everything in its power to salvage the poor dog. But not 
long after, a video footage was aired and the reality came to light.   The revised 
version of the truth pissed off a lot of people.   Assuming staff on the ground did not do 
their job humanely, protesters used the full might of social media and street protests to 
demonise MTR staff and management.  And worse, just a couple of days later, co-
incidentally, another dog appeared in Chai Wan station platform.  This time, the MTR 

The two incidents are entirely unrelated; but it led me wonder what’s true 
nature of PR.  You may know that I come from a profession where we seldom 
toot our own horn so PR is quite foreign to me.  I think good PR is a delicate 
marriage between PR theories and PR skills based on the cornerstones of 
truth and truthfulness.  Are these qualities teachable?  In this regard, 
Rotarians have a head-start: the first of our 4-Way test – Of the things we 
think, say or do, Is it the TRUTH?

staff was so very caring to the dog that 
one wondered if it’s all just a patch-up 
PR show.
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Rotary Information
Peter Lam

ILLNESS LEADS FORMER NAVY CODE BREAKER TO FORM 
WORLD’S FIRST FACEBOOK-BASED ROTARY CLUB

Wirtz was in her twenties and pursuing a career as a fitness 
trainer when a sharp pain in her abdomen sent her to the 
emergency room. Expecting something manageable like 
appendicitis, she instead found herself facing a rare tumor 
disorder that required her to undergo 30 surgeries over the 
next several years.  Forced to rethink her life plans, Wirtz
began focusing on how to help others, a quest that led her to 
Rotary. 

"I met an older man with a Rotary pin," Wirtz recalls, "and I 
said, 'I love Rotary.' Ten years earlier as a Rotary Youth 
Exchange student, Rotary had helped build a hope and a 
future for me. Now, I found that through Rotary I could build 
hope and a future for others. And doing that, I found that I 
actually received it myself." 

Wirtz launched the world's first Facebook-based Rotary club 
last year, United Services Rotary, after being approached by 
Rotary leaders who were seeking ways to make 
membership more convenient for U.S military personnel. 
Their need to travel and relocate frequently can make it 
difficult for members of the military to commit to the weekly 
attendances that most Rotary clubs require. The leaders 
came to Wirtz because of her passion for service and her 
military background.

The club differs from a traditional Rotary club in that 
members log in to Facebook at any time during the week to 
view a high-definition video that reproduces many of the 
elements of a typical meeting: The Four-Way Test, sharing 
of Rotary moments, announcements, and a presentation by 
a main speaker. If there hasn't been time to record an 
original program, the weekly presentation may be a TED talk 
or other video on a Rotary-related topic that's available 
online. Members keep in touch through Facebook updates 
and by posting on each other's timelines.

Wirtz admits that meeting online comes with some 
drawbacks. "There is nothing like being in the same room 
with another person. I don't think anything can replace one-
on-one interaction," she concedes. "So it's 'How can I get a 
sense of you truly to have the feeling of real fellowship in a 
remote location?' And honestly, that's something we are 
continuing to work on.“

But she feels social media is too big a phenomenon for 
Rotary not to embrace it. "I see a lot of missed opportunities, 

.

and my pain reminds me that time is short," Wirtz says. 
"social media” is a powerful tool. But it is more about 
embracing whatever strategy brings innovation, opportunity, 
and change. If we are to do anything about the mounting 
problems in the world, and the problems within Rotary 
regarding keeping members, we need to do whatever it 
takes to fully engage our evolution."

HOW WIRTZ BROUGHT THE IDEA TO LIFE

Wirtz used focus groups on military bases to discover what 
people would want in an online meeting. They didn't want 
to read a lot of text, they wanted to communicate very 
quickly, and they didn't want to go to a lot of places to do 
that. 

On all counts, a Facebook platform seemed to fit the bill. It 
was convenient: Members can sign in to Facebook from 
anywhere in the world and stay connected without having 
to attend an in-person meeting in a set location every 
week. It cost nothing to set up. And because there's no 
meal, the club can keep expenses down.

Wirtz said she expanded the membership target beyond 
the U.S. military because she wanted to have as big an 
impact as possible and promote peace among military 
personnel everywhere. Through the focus groups and by 
promoting the idea heavily on social media, she assembled 
a core of members in and around San Diego, California, 
USA. Members in other countries, including Afghanistan, 
Germany, and Japan, signed up as they learned about it. 
Though military personnel were the initial focus, she notes 
that membership is open to anyone who shares the club's 
vision of building hope through peace.

In its first year, United Services Rotary received a grant to 
build a memorial wall at U.S. Marine Corps Base Camp 
Pendleton for those killed in combat. It 
has renovated elementary schools in San Diego and 
provided tsunami relief in Japan. It is also organizing a 
larger project that would gather Rotary members from all 
over southern California for an annual day of international 
service in Baja California, Mexico.  

When a serious illness stripped away many of 
her professional ambitions, Amanda Wirtz, a 
former U.S. Navy code breaker and professional 
violinist, turned to humanitarian service and 
Facebook to give her life new purpose.

“We are bringing social Media and 
Rotary together in a way that has never 
been done before.  Paul Harris said, 
'This is a changing world; we must be 
prepared to change with it.  The story of 
Rotary will have to be written again and 
again.' I think Paul Harris would have 
liked social media." 
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Tai Po Rotary Racing Syndicate
Kenneth Wong

Horse racing in Hong Kong is unique as it is run by The Hong Kong Jockey Club, a “Not for profit” organization 
which donates substantially to the cause of charity in our community. It also promotes and practices high 
integrity in the sport of horse racing. There is no denying that horse racing is one of the most popular amenities 
for the people of Hong Kong and enjoyed by different social fractions, from the rich and famous to the grass 
roots.

If you are the philosophical and idealistic sorts, you could think that by betting on horses, we bring love and 
hope to the deprived in Hong Kong while we bring fun and fortune to ourselves in the process.

Haha, wait a minute, what are we talking here? Rotary or horse racing here in Hong Kong?

In fact, if you go deep enough, you could draw many parallels between Rotary ideals and the works of HKJC of 
which many RCTP Rotarians are members. (Big thanks to CP Donald.) So, it is only logical that many of our 
Rotarians are seeking to benefit the needy in our community once or twice a week by going to the race 
meetings.

A horse racing syndicate by the name of The Tai Po Racing Syndicate was formed by members of RCTP back 
in 1999. The purpose of this syndicate is to apply for permit leading to importation of a racehorse to Hong Kong.  
In short, we liked to participate in the sport as horse owner.

That being said, the first and most challenging task for any horse owner would be to learn (perhaps by trial and 
error) to pick a competitive racehorse at a reasonable price amongst thousands of horses that are being put on 
the market each year.

Savvy horse owners would tell you that this is no easy task.  It’s like finding a needle in a haystack and it could 
cost you millions of hard earned dollars in the process. (Kindly contact our CP Donald for more details.)

Unless you have a lot of dollars to spend, horse owners have to have basic knowledge on the pedigrees of 
horses and be able to know which pedigrees are more successful in horse racing in HK. Information on the 
performance of progenies of certain sires must be tracked back to at least three generations.  Such stringent 
due process was rarely used even when we went about choosing our marriage partners. I certainly did not 
practice it myself.

Again, savvy horse owners would also tell you that you could do all your homework and search the world over; 
when it comes to picking a champion horse, the lady of luck will always have the final say.  Also believing in 
having better luck when you do good deeds, Rotarians of RCTP have indeed done many good deeds through 
Rotary over the last 23 years and our luck on buying competitive horses have been quite good.

Of all the four racehorses that we imported, two have 
been successful.  Our first import was a 3-year-old 
gelding from New Zealand and named by our CP 
Donald called “Platinum Express“. This horse scored 4 
wins throughout his career in HK.

The syndicate later tried its luck on a yearling (one year 
old horse).  We bought this yearling at the yearly 
Karaka Auction.  It was trained and prepared in NZ and 
this horse, given the name “Winning Fellowship”, was 
imported to HK when he turned two and a half years 
old. 

Winning Fellowship turned out to be a very competitive 
horse who had scored 4 wins, came second 5 times 
and came third 6 times. Total prize money earned was 
3.3 million.
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To me, the joy of horse racing is not limited to the excitement of watching the 
horse you picked passing the finish line first, nor the grin on your face while 
queuing up for your winning. What fascinates me more is the process of 
finding a portentous horse and providing him the best training and preparation 
to excel.

Winning Fellowship was still a jumpy and childish one-year-old when I first met 
him in NZ (see picture). After some intense pre-race preparation and training, 
he had grown into a masculine and gutsy racehorse when he arrived HK and 
started his racing career as a two and a half year old. 

Winning Fellowship had a lot of natural speed and keenness to win. He came 
second in his HK debut and won in his next race and went on to win more 
races in senior classes before his forced retirement due to injury. 

The joyful and triumphant feeling of watching Winning Fellowship winning his 
maiden victory in style was beyond description of words, and it has entrenched 
in my mind for good.

This joyful feeling is just like watching your own children growing and excels 
under your wings and one day he or she emerges as an outstanding
individual and has lived up to or surpassed all your expectations.   

This joyful feeling is the ultimate reward to any horse owners who have gone 
through the process in acquiring a winning horse.

Earlier this year and with a great deal of jittery, our Syndicate has purchased 
a yearling out of the sire Bel Esprit in Melbourne.

As descendant of Bel Esprit, we are much attracted by the pedigree of 
this yearling colt for he is brother of the world famous Australian 
sprinter horse “Black Caviar” who was unbeaten throughout her racing 
career and has won 25 races, 15 of which are international group 1 
races.

The dam of the yearling colt gave birth to four foals and two have 
emerged winners, one is currently racing in HK and has won three
times in senior races.

I visited this colt the second time in Melbourne last September and had the 
opportunity of talking with Sally Wynne, the training rider of our colt. Sally was 
extremely pleased with the progress of the colt. She gave top marks for the 
conformation, gentle temperament and action of movement to this colt.  
Although the colt is not in racing fitness yet and therefore he would not be 
pushed hard; Sally felt plenty of power and speed each time when she let him 
loose a little bit. Sally likes this colt a lot and speaking out of her experience, 
she thinks this colt would do well and become very competitive in HK racing.

As per our schedule, this colt would receive further training and preparation for racing in HK and would be 
imported to HK around May, June next year. Our colt will be fully ready for racing when the next racing season 
commences in September 2015.

Fellow Rotarians, the feeling of winning and great fellowship is gradually re-emerging again ……
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Sichuan and Tibet 
(2013 and 2014 Trips)

Paul Chan

We drove for 3 days from Chengdu to Szechuan-Tibet. On the road we met 
hundreds of young and old guys, boys and girls cycling to Lhasa (拉蕯).  For 
them, their journeys were very tight and dangerous, and might take more than 
one month.

My Master adopts a lot of orphans, gives them shelter and 
takes care of them.  He is very benevolent.

The Jiangma Buddha Institute was our destination. Every year 
from July to September hundreds of our brethren (师兄弟) all 
from different places in China will go there to visit the living
Buddha our Master 圖登多吉活佛。

We have seen many hairy 
cows and horses along the 
road.  People there do 
mainly husbandry and the 
number of hairy cows, horses 
and sheep reflect their 
wealth.

Along the way, we saw 
many beautiful temples.  
We were at a height of 
4700 metres and the sky 
was so blue and beautiful. 
But it was hard to breathe 
and oe has to slow down: 
walk slowly, do everything 
slowly.
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Golf & Fellowship Dinner with 
mother club RC Peninsula

Peter Lam

After our golf tournament with mother club RC Peninsula in March this year, our 2nd game was held on 
Friday 26th September at Fanling Golf Club.  The game was organized by mother club in “Ryder Cup”
4 best balls team format and partly due to lack of equal numbers of players from mother club this time, 
we only have 3 flights of 6 players from each clubs participating. Our best golfers and captain PP Man 
and PP Tsubaki were kind enough to give up their places to let other players join so we ended up with 
3 teams comprising PP Peter & IPP Francis against mother club PP Simon Chan and PP Andy Li 
(special “outside help” from RC Kwai Chung), PDG Kenneth & Rtn. David against son of PP Charles 
Chang & IPP Eric Chak, and lastly PP Frankie and PP Ping against PP Charles Chang & Rtn. Paul 
Tse.  Our club has won all the last three games but this time we finally lost all the three teams 0-3.  The 
last two teams did struggle to finish up the 18th hole as we tee-off late around 2:15 - 2:30 pm and it 
was getting dark at around 6:30 pm and the last two teams could barely see the balls on the last green!

There was no trophy this time but the biggest draw card was that the losing team has to treat others to 
dinner at Hong Lok Yuen Country Club Chinese restaurant. Rotaryannes like Creamy, Angela, Jackie, 
Sally and wives of mother club PP Simon, PP Charles also joined as well as PP Man and PP Francis’s 
three kids.  Another post-game activity was the “pai gau” game at PP Simon’s home in Hong Lok Yuen 
after the dinner.  Very nice home-made desert was served by PP Simon’s wife at their home and PDG 
Kenneth Wong emerged as the big winner, congratulations!
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RC-Tai Po Trip to Taipei
Masayuki Tsubaki

Time to go back to our hometown! Every October we visit Taipei 
for the charter night of RC-Taipei & RC-Taipei Diamond. This year 
is special. First, we had public holidays on 1st Oct and 2nd Oct.  
5th Oct was Sunday. Some of our members went to Taipei on 30th 
Sept and 1st Oct, while the main group arrived Taipei on 3rd Oct. 
Also, we were glad to have RC-Central to go with us this year. 
Third, golfers had the same itinerary as the main group from 3rd
Oct-5th Oct, which was different from the previous years. 

After the golf game, we had a welcome 
dinner at a Yakitori (燒雞) restaurant hosted 
by President Cager, PP Ampo, PP Furniture, 
PP Koji, Queeny, Felice, Mr. & Mrs. Li. With 
whisky started way before the meals, we 
were all over-drunken.

On the second day (2nd Oct), PP Koji, 
Queeny & Mandarin came to the hotel to pick

On 30th Sept, IPP Francis, PP Man & Jackie, PP Frankie & 
Creamy headed over to Taipei first. PP Ronald & Alice, Joan, PP

In the early morning of 1st Oct, PP Ping & Angela, & I took the flight to Taipei. To my surprise, the airport was 
not crowded and we arrived Taoyuan Airport at 10:00am. PP Building from RC-Taipei picked us up and sent us 
to Yong Han Golf Course. IPP Francis, PP Man and PP Frankie were waiting for us for the first Golf game there. 
We started the golf game at 12:30pm with PP Koji, Queeny, Mr. & Mrs. Li, Mandarin from RC-Taipei.

Ping & Angela and I went on the next day. President 
Natalie, Lawso & their daughter Elisabeth, PP Peter, 
CP Donald, PP Wilson & Wanda, together with RC-
Central members (IPP Andy Lui, President Shirley 
Tam, PE Karen Chan, PP Thomas Chu, PP Daniel 
Lo, PP Olivia Choi, Rtn. Ricky Sham and Guest Barry 
Fung) flied to Taipei on 3rd Oct.

pick us up for the Sunrise Golf Course, which 
is a very famous Golf Course for holding the 
LPGA open tournaments. It is a very nice 
golf course and we all enjoyed the golf game 
there. Meanwhile, the ladies went sight-
seeing.
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RC-Taipei Diamond offered us a welcome dinner and all RC-
Taipei members warmly welcomed all our RC-Tai Po members 
and brought us to a Japanese style fusion restaurant. This was a
big party with over 30 members from RC-Taipei, RC-Taipei 
Diamond and our Club. RC-Taipei Diamond joined our Annual 
Ball party 6 years ago and we had built up close relationship 
since then. After the dinner, we have nice dessert with karaoke,
singing, drinking wine and whisky… Another fever night!!       

After 2-day trip, we are all very tired. But 3rd Oct was another wonderful day for us. We attended the Golf 
Tournament in Formosa First GC, British Chamber of Commerce in Taipei Charity Golf. It was based on team 
scores, we had 2 teams. This rule was that every time pick up the best position ball, each 4 people play and 
then make the best scores. IPP Francis, PP Man, PP Frankie and I played 7 under and were the final winners!! 
It was really like a dream for us! We were very surprised and excited. We enjoyed the tournament and specially 
thanked the sponsors for the prizes!

After an exciting golf tournament, the 6th Annual Ball of RC-Taipei Diamond 
started at 5:30pm in Taipei Garden Hotel. The theme of their Annual Ball 
was “Tropical Islander Style” . 17 members from our Club, 8 members from 
RC-Central and 8 members from RC-Macau joined the Party. Everyone 
enjoyed the fellowship time in open style. This was a good opportunity for 
RC-Taipei Diamond and RC-Central to build up friendship and may 
contribute to the formation of sister clubs in the near future. RC-Taipei 
Diamond will attend and visit the members of RC-Central during their Annual 
Ball on 9th Nov. Afterwards, we had a big karaoke party sponsored by RC-
Taipei & RC-Taipei Diamond, with 2 big rooms for singing and fellowship, 
another Fever Night!
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We had a relaxing morning on 4th Oct. At 11:25pm, 
RC-Taipei arranged a bus to pick up members from 
RC-Central, RC-Macau, RC-Taipei and RC-Taipei 
Diamond to the Japanese restaurant arranged by 
Queeny, with delicious and extremely big crabs, 
Teppanyaki, Sushi, and of course, wine, whisky, 
beer… really a wonderful lunch!!

At 4:45pm, we gathered at the lobby for dinner for 
RC-Taipei Charter Night, with theme “Gatsby-esque”. 
Live band, dancing, singing, and some programs, we 
had had a relaxing fellowship dinner. It is a good time 
to see all the RC-Taipei members who did not come 
to Hong Kong for our Club Annual Ball. I had strong 
feelings for Sister Club members.
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Came the last day of our Taipei Trip. RC-Macau and 
our Club hosted a brunch with RC-Taipei and RC-Taipei 
Diamond (RC-Central had left for Hong Kong in the 
morning). We had 3 big tables in a Taiwanese 
restaurant. Out of our surprise, PP Bio from RC-Taipei 
made another big party with wine, whisky for us. 
Nothing left in the bottles after the party. It was an 
impressive one from PP Bio with guests!!

Taking this opportunity, I would like to thank all members and their families who joined this journey. I hope all 
have enjoyed and look forward to the trip next year. I would like to invite all members from our Club and our 
sister Club who did not join this trip to come next time. It is a valuable chance for connection with all Sister 
Clubs and build up fellowship.

Landing safely at Hong 
Kong Airport, my family 
welcomed me back!!

Thanks a lot for the warm hospitality for President Cager, PP Koji, PP 
Ampo, Felice, PP Mandarin, PP Furniture, PP Building, PP Bio, 
Queeny, President Gingko, Mr. & Mrs. Li, and all RC-Taipei and RC-
Taipei Diamond members. We really appreciate the detailed and kind 
arrangements for the 5-day trip.
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Interactors’ International 
Understanding Trip 

District 3520 Taipei, 17 to 20 Aug 2014

3 Interactors from The Interact Club of Tai Po Schools have been selected for the IU trip to Rotary District 3520 
Taipei from 17 Aug to 20 Aug 2014. See what they had learnt and experienced!

After-thought by Lam Sau Ping, Pinky
I still couldn’t believe I was one of the lucky ones who 
could join the IU trip! 

When I knew I could go to Taiwan, I felt really excited 
and the trip proved to be an incredible experience. 

The Taiwan Rotary Club members were friendly and 
passionate. They were exceptionally chatty. Through 
talking with them, I knew the difference between the 
cultures of Hong Kong and Taiwan. 

In addition, they were enthusiastic in showing us 
around some famous tourist attractions. In particular, I 
enjoyed releasing sky lanterns in Shifen and shopping 
in Ximending. I was so grateful for the hospitality of 
the Taiwan Rotary Club members. 

After the trip, I learnt how to communicate with people 
of different cultures. Moreover, I realized the 
importance of improving my Putonghua as the trip 
made me aware of my imperfect Putonghua
pronunciation. 

I have fallen in love with Taiwan! I sincerely hope that I 
can keep in touch with the members of the Taiwan 
Rotary Club and I can visit Taiwan again in the future.

After-thought by Wong Mei Yuen, May

I have learnt so much in the IU trip! I was glad that I 
could make so many friends in the trip. 

The warm reception we received when we arrived in 
Taiwan touched me. The members of the Taiwan 
Rotary Club greeted us joyfully. Although we do not 
share the same language nor are we of the same age, 
we met as if we were long-lost friends. I am sure if 
they visit Hong Kong, I will greet them passionately 
too! 

On a visit to a local high school, we led an ice-
breaking game. The game enhanced out 
understanding of each other and I was excited to see 
the participants enjoyed the game.  

Besides, I was also impressed by the pace of living of 
the Taiwanese. Unlike the stressful lives led by Hong 
Kongers, people in Taiwan enjoy their lives. They are 
no strangers to vibrant night markets where various 
cuisines are sold and interesting products can be 
found. With delicious snacks sold everywhere in the 
markets, it wasn’t a real surprise for me to know that 
these markets are frequented by local university 
students. 

Undoubtedly, the IU trip is one of the most 
unforgettable experiences in my life. 

After-thought by So Hiu Ching, Ruby

It is such an honour for me to represent the Interact Club of Tai Po Schools to take part in the IU trip. Although we 
had to prepare hard before the trip, I learnt a lot from it. 

Before the trip, I had to prepare a show introducing Hong Kong or my school. At first, my teammates and I 
decided to stage a drama about famous food in Hong Kong. Through practicing our lines in Putonghua, I 
improved a lot in the language. Also, I learnt how to convey our emotions through facial expressions. 

However, when we arrived in Taiwan, we changed ourminds. Instead, we played a game with the Rotary Club 
members and the game helped us to get to know each other better. When we saw them enjoying every moment 
of the game, we knew our decision was made correctly.

After the game, the members of the Taiwan Rotary Club danced for us. The smiles on their faces perfected their 
performance. Their cheerful character also left a strong impression in my mind. 

If I have to summarize the IU trip in a few adjective, it must be rewarding, unforgettable and exciting. 
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President Tony Luk

Rotaract Club of Tai Po Installation

Let’s give a big hand to our Immediate Past 
President, Iki and the board members, for their 
efforts in organizing activities for serving both 
District and club members. We are glad to tell you 
that 2014-2015 installation was held on 21 
September 2014 (Saturday) with the support from 
Mother Club, District Leaders and other 
rotaractors. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Mother Club Rotarians’ support, including 
PDG Anthony, PP Peter, PP Claire, PP Ping, PP 
Louis, PP Ronald and Youth Chair K.F., for their 
attendance in our installation which made the 
ceremony more remarkable, Youth Chair K.F also

gave us an interesting speech and valuable encouragement. We were glad to have DRC Eddie, DDRC 
Dennie, DDRR Karen and President Sunny from Rotaract Club of WYS and representatives from other 
Rotaract clubs and Interact Club of TTCA in our installation. Our installation would not be that 
successful without their support.

After serving the refugees in Hong Kong last year, we will 
change our service target this year – to help teenagers to pursue 
their dream of design. Everyone should have a dream, but 
dreams come true may not be easy. Fortunately, we have invited 
2 interior designers to be our service partners, to offer free basic 
interior design course to the teenagers who have a dream to 
become an interior designer. Our service partners also gave a 
meaningful and touching sharing in our installation.

The Rotaract Club of Tai Po 2014-
2015 has 12 board members on its 
board and 2 new members. By 
working together with the board, all 
fellow members, and the lead roles
played by PP Peter and Youth Chair 
K.F, we are confident that our events 
will be smooth and successful.

Our upcoming event will be Halloween Party on 31 October. Come to join us and 
have fun!
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Regular Meetings
22 September 2014

Acting Sergeant IPP Francis 
did the attendance report while 

acting President VP William 
looked on.

Rtnn. Angela received the raffle 
gift of a Japanese tea set from PP 

Jacky Sung presented by PDG 
Anthony during Jacky’s absence. 

PP Ping spoke on “Life after 
retirement.” and gave members 

some food for thoughts. 

29 September 2014

Professor Zhao Yue brought us 
on a trip to Sichuan & Tibet -

Paradise Lost with the stunning 
pictures he took.

Teacher Ms. Viola Chow brought along students from IAC Tai Po Schools to give us a briefing on their 
International Understanding trip to Taipei.

Tai Po Rotaractors Pres. Tony 
and Director Gabriel (2nd and 
3rd from left) joined us at the 

meeting

Rtnn. Joan received an 
"Automatic blood pressure 
monitor" from Rtn. Paul.
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Regular Meetings
6 October 2014 Club Assembly

13 October 2014

Sincere was accompanied 
by husband Eddie as she 

received birthday blessings 

Sincere won a bottle of 
armagnac from Natalie who 

bought it during her 
recent trip in France.

PE Vikky chaired the Club 
Assembly

PP Man and PP Tsubaki
reported on the trip to 

Taipei

PP Louis announced TRF 
plans

The common thread linking Visiting 
Rotarians Ohki Higashiyama, PP KL 
Cheng (RC Kwai Chung) and our PP 
Peter and PP Claire is they are all 
involved in Rotaract Service.

Our Rotaractors Jodhy and Iris 
greeted Hon Member Prof. K M 

Chan.

Dr. C M Yu’s talk “A Journey to Heart and Health” caught the keen 
attention of all of us and triggered quite a lot of questions from the floor.  

Rtnn. Annie 
claimed her 
raffle prize of 
a hippo 
ornament 
from Kenya 
given out by 
PDG Anthony 
and Mary.Welcome back birthday 

boy PP Jacky Sung.

Youth Chair K.F. reported 
on Rotaract activities

Service chair William 
reported on several Service 

projects

Welcome back PP Man and 
thanks for giving red box
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September Winners  
(100% attendance):

FRANCIS AU,
CAREN CHAN,
PAUL CHAN, 

RONALD CHUNG, 
PEARL DANG, 

ANTHONY HUNG,
NATALIE KWOK, 

PETER LAM, 
WILSON LAM, 
PING LEUNG,
CLAIRE MAK,
ROGER SO,

KF TAM,
VIKKY TAM, 

LOUIS TANG, 
MASAYUKI TSUBAKI,

KENNETH WONG,
FRANKIE WU,
WILLIAM YIM

% of attendance of 
regular meetings 

(inclusive of make ups) 
Average attendance: 71.54%

1st September 79.40%

22nd September 61.72%

29th September 73.50%

In September

Upcoming Events

Day Time Event Venue

Grappa’s Cellar, Jardine
House Downstairs, 
Connaught Road Central

RC Central 6th Anniversary Party 
Dress Code: Black & Red in Chicago 
Musical Style

6:30 p.m.9 NOV
(SUN)

Function Room, the Royal 
Garden, Mody Road, TSTE

Speaker: PP David Loie
Topic: Love and Hate and the Shanghai 
Way – in the thick of things 

7:00 p.m.10 NOV
(MON)

Royal Plaza Hotel, Prince 
Edward Road West, KLN 

Joint clubs meeting 
Speaker: Miss Janet Wong, JP,  
Commissioner for Innovation and 
Technology Commission, HKSAR
Topic: The aim and responsibility of the 
Innovation and Technology Commission

7:00 p.m.3 NOV
(MON)

Kowloon Cricket Club, Sports 
Hall, 10 Cox Road, Kowloon 

District Happy Halloween Party 
Dress Code: Mask, Dracula teen 

6:30 p.m.31 OCT
(FRI)

Flat 61, 13/F, Ying Kong 
Mansion, 2-6 Yee Wo Street, 
CWB (near Sogo)

Scream Factory by RAC Tai Po 
Dress code: Scare me or Surprise me

9:00 p.m.31 OCT
(FRI)

Regency Ballroom, Hyatt 
Regency Hong Kong, Sha
Tin 

45th Anniversary Ball of RC New 
Territories

7:00 p.m.1 NOV 
(SAT)

Function Room, The Royal 
Garden, Mody Road, TSTE

RC of HK Harbour Club Visit
Speaker: Mr. Duncan Pescod
Topic: West Kowloon Cultural District 
Development

7:00 p.m.27 OCT
(MON)

21 OCT
(TUE)

12:30 p.m.
to

2:30 p.m.

District Vocational Service Seminar 
Speaker: David Sun Tak-kei, BBS JP 
Director of Audit, HKSAR
Topic: The Importance of audit in our 
Society

Centenary Room, Marco 
Polo Hong Kong Hotel 

Chief Editor : 
Claire Mak
The Editorial 
Board : 
Peter Lam, 
Ronald Chung & 
Francis Au

Got something to say?

Tai Post wants to hear from you.  
Write in to 
clairemak.rctaipo@gmail.com
Tai Post reserves the right to 
edit articles for length and 
clarity.

Sasha Chu

Jacky Sung

Sincere Yip

CM Yu

Patrick Yung

Monthly Bulletin of Rotary Club of Tai Po (Oct  2014 Issue)

Rotary Club of Tai Po     URL: www.rctaipo.org
Meeting at 7:00 pm every Monday at The Royal Garden, Kowloon

14th  Jacky Sung
16th  Charles Chan 
23rd  Ronald Chung
28th  Patrick Yung 
31st  Sincere Yip 

Oct


